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THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 


A Monthly Magazine for students and collectors-of 
all classes. An old and influential journal whose pat- 
rons stay with it. The editor, Will M. Clemens, has | 
lately removed to San Diego, Cal. from Jamestown, N. | 
Y., and has placed the management in the hands of C., | 


R. Orcutt, to whom all correspondence should be } 


directed. Exchanges will please address the editor, | 
but an extra copy will be appreciated by the publisher. | 
Price per year, 25 cents.. Rates for advertisements: 


YouNG MEN’s JOURNAL, an illustrated, large, 4 page 
monthly paper, devoted toY. M. C..A. work, toc copy. 
PICTURESQUE SAN DIEGO, with historical and des 
criptive notes, by Dougias Gunn. Seventy large photo- | 
gravure plates. A magnificent art collection. Price,$10, 

C. R. ORCUTT, Publisher, 
San Diego, Cal. | 


P. O. Box 993. 

INK One pint of Ink, any color, and one Fountain. 
Pen, for 1o cents. Agents wanted. | 

Geo. Bunce, 553'Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, N Y | 


An 8-page first-class story paper, with cover, contain- 
ing Philatelic and Amateur columns, Send 25 cents | 
for one year’s subscription to it. Address, 


THE DYNAMITE, H 
106 and 108 Chapin Street, BInghamton, N Y 


THE SAN DIBGO. UNION. 


Persons wishing accurate information ‘respecting the | 
southern part of California should subscribe for THE 
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Address, 


THE YANKEE BLADE 


Is one of the oldest and Lest as wellas the Cheap. 
est Weekly Family Story Paperin America. 
Upwards of forty columns of fascinating stories each 
week, Children’s Corner; Household Depdrtment 
Fancy Work Denartment; Fashions, etc., etc. Price | 
ey one nar oo trial seuew: Bie or 
part of the United States or Canada for onl 
1.00. Remit by Postal Note, Money Order Ex Seat 
Order or Certified Bank Check. Money sént by mai. 
is seldom lost, but must be at the risk of the sender | 
Send stamp for specimen copy. Porrern & PortrER | 
Publishers, 20 Hawley St., Boston, Mass. 


Wim. v. d. Wettern, Jr.| 
WHOLESALE DEALER IN 
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176 SARATOGA ST. Baltimore, Md. | 


September Jist just issued, Cheapest in the U.S. 
fi.yery dealer should send for a copy: 
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WILL M. CLEMENS, 


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, 
P. O. Box 917. 


IMPORTER AND DEALER IN 


STAMPS, COINS, CURIOSITIES: 
THE CALIFORNIA CURIOSITY CABI- 


NET contains too different specimens, including 
Mexican, Californian, Chinese, and Japanese coins, 
shells, and curiosities, rare old stamps, etc. Pri¢e 
only 50 cénts. Hundreds of these collections are 
being sold.. Remember, 100 different curiosities-— 
Price only 50 cents. This is a genuine bargain! 


THE. ‘*BOOM’’ STAMP PACKET cons 
tains 110 varieties of American and Foreign Post- 
age Stamps, including United States Official, orig- 
inal U. S. Locals, U.S. Telegraph; and other fine 
specimens. Price only 30 cents: Order at once. 


This is a rare chance. 

THE PACIFIC STAMP. PACKET con- 
tains 165 different stamps, including rare Cuba, 
Aust ralian, United States Match Stamps, rare 
Medicine $tamps, and others not sold by other 
dealers in packets. Price only 30 cents. No one 
can equal this. 


THE CORONADO STAMP PACKET con- 


tains 200 different stamps, including rare South 
American, old U.S. Envelopes and Adhesives, U, 
S, Document and other Revenues, etc, Price only 
50 cents. No one can equal this packet. Try it, 
and see for yourself, 


THE, FAMOUS TEN-CENT PACKETS. 
#~ These Pa kets are the best and cheapest in 
the world. . Thousands are sold every month. 


| No, 1..Contains' ioo different foreign stamps, includ- 


ing Egypt, Turkey, etc, Price Ten cents. 


-Coutains 60 different foreign stamps, including 


2. 
Mexico, South American, and other rare 
stamps, . Price Ten cents, 

No, 3..Contains 15 different unused foreign stamps— 
many rare, Price Ten cents. 
| No, 4..Contains 15 different foreign envelope stamps. 
Price Ten cents. 
No, 5-.Contains 15 different U, S. Adhesive Stamps, 
Price Ten:cents. 
No, 6..Contains 15 different U.S. Envelope Stamps. 
| Price Ten cents. : 
| No. 7..Contains 15 different U.S. Document Stamps, 
Price Ten cents. 
No. 8..Contains 10 different foreign revenue stamps. 
Price/Ten cents, 
| No.9..Contains 8 different U.S. Official, Telegraph, 
| and Local Stamps. Price Ten cents, 
{ No, ro..Ccntains: 6 different Match and | Medicine 
Stamps. ! rice Ten ents 
| No. r1..Contains 6 different U.S. Proprietary Stamps, 
Price Ten cents. 
No. 12 Contains 5 different Confederate, unpaid, and 


Tobacco Stamps. Price Ten cents, 

#§-The above 12 packets, containing 270 different 
stamps, sent, post free, for only $1.00 ; 

aes Descriptive Catalogue of U.S. Reveuue Stamps, 
Ten cents. ‘ 

#6 Price Lists and Circulars free, Addr ss 


WILL M. CLEMENS, 
P.O, Box 917. San Diego, Cal. 
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THE LOTUS OF THE EAST. 


By WILL M. CLEMENS. 

The Indian Lotus, or Lily of the 
East, was to the ancients full of mean- 
ing, and is to be found all over the East. 
Egypt, Palestine, Persia and India, pre- 
sent the flower in the decorations of 
their architecture, in the hands and on 
the heads of their sculptural figures, 
whether in statue or in bas relief. It is 
found in the sacred vestments and archi- 
tecture of the tabernacle and temple of 
the Israelites. |The flower is also men- 
tioned by the Savior, as an image of 
peculiar beauty and glory, when com- 
paring the works of nature with the 
decorations of art. It is also represented 
in all pictures of the Salutation of Ga- 
briel to the Virgin Mary, and in fact has 
been held in mysterious veneration by 
people of all nations and all times. 

The old heraldic work of ‘‘The Thea- 
ter of Honor,’ published in France 
about two hundred years ago, gives a 
curious account of the lotus flower. It 
is the symbol of divinity, of purity, and 
abundance, and of a love most complete 
in perfection, charity and benediction. 
In the Bible, that mirror of chastity, 
Susanna, is defined Susa, which signifies 
the lily flower. The chief city of the 


Persians bore thatname for its excellency. 
The lily’s three leaves appearing in the 
arms of France, mean piety, justice and 
charity. 

The Persians attached a peculiar sanc- 
tity to the flower. Water, in their be- 
lief, was held in the next degree of rev- 
erence. to fire; and the white flower 
which sprung from the bosom of the 
colder element, was considered an em- 
blem of its purity, submissiveness, and, 
above all, of its fucundity when meeting 
the rays of the great solar flame. These 
symbols united in the lily their joint 
properties had produced, represented to 
the poetical conception of the East; 
first, the creative and regenerating at- 
tributes of the Supreme Being himself; 
and, secondly, the impartial powers of 
the great elements of earth, air, water 
and fire, to act on each other,.so that, at 
the return of certain seasons, moisture 
should spread over the land, from the 
clouds or the rivers, the air should dry 
the ground, the sun’s beams fructify it, 
and the grateful earth, at the call of all 
united in the genial breath of Spring, 
| pour forth her increase. Hence, as the 
sovereigns of the East have always been 
revered, according to a tradition of their 
|being the express vicegerents of the 
| Diety, it is not surprising to see the 
‘same emblematic flower carried ina pro- 
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cession to their honor, which would be 
found ‘breathing sweet  incense,’’ 
amongst the symbols of an entirely 
_ religious festival. 
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ETYMOLOGY OF COINS. 


By R_ D. Brown. 


Barter or the exchange of wealth is 
one of the oldest of human institutions 
and many of the terms connected with 
it go back to early times for their origin. 
Pecuniary comes from “ pecus,”” and 
dates from ages when cattle were the 
chief wealth and values were reckoned 
by the number of the herd. The word 
money is from szorefa because in Rome 
coins were first regularly struck in the 
temple of Juno Moneta, which again was 
derived from monere, to warn, because 
it was built on the spot where Manlius 
heard the Gauls approaching to the at- 
tack of the city. ‘‘ Coin’ is probably 
from the Latin cuneus, a die or stamp. 
Many coins are merely so-called from 
their weight, as for instance the pound, 
the French livre, Italian lira: others 
from the metal, as the “aureus High 5 
‘rupee ’’ from the Sanskrit “ rupya,”’ 
silver; others from the design, as the 
angel, the testoon, from ¢esfe or fete, 
head; others from the head of the state, 
as the sovereign, crown; others from 
the proper name of the monarch, such 
as the daric, from Darius, the philip, 
louis d’or, or the napoleon. The dollar 
or thaler is short for the Joachimsthaler, 
or money of the Joachims Valley, in 
Bohemia, where these coins were struck 


in the sixteenth century. Guineas were 
first called after the country from which 


the gold was obtained, and the franc is’ 


an abbreviation of the inscription -van- 
corum Rex. The “sou’’ is from -the 
Latin solidus. The word shilling appears 
to be derived from a root signifying to 
divide; and in several cases the name 
indicates the fraction of some larger 
coin, as the denarius, half-penny, cent 
and mill. The pound was originally not 
a coin, but a weight, and comes from the 
Latin pondus. The British pound orig- 
inally was a pound of silver, which was 
divided into two hundred and forty pen- 
nies. ‘The origin of the word penny is 
unknown. Some have derived it from 
pendo, to weigh; but this does not seem 
very satisfactory. The word “‘sterling’’ 
is said to go back to the time of the 
Conquest, but the derivation has been 
much disputed. Some have supposed 


| that it was at first attributed to the coins 


struck at Sterling, but for this there is 
not the slightest evidence; that the name 
was derived from coins having a star on 
no coins which could 
to such a name are 
The most probable suggestion 
is that it has reference to the Easterling 
or North German merchants. 


the obverse, but 
have given rise 
known. 
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ALSACE AND LORRAINE. 


By L. W. DurRBIN. 


From an historical point of view, the 
stamps which we call Alsace and Lor- 
raine are exceedingly interesting. They 
were not only used in the two provinces 
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whose names they bear, but also in all 
parts of France occupied by the German 
army, and that included the country as 
far north as Amicus and west to Le 
Mans. Hence, one could make a col- 
lection of those stamps which would 
show by the postmarks all the towns and 
cities occupied by the invaders, and it 
would not be impossible to form it so 
that it would give by the dates of the 
postmarks, pretty nearly a correct idea 
of the time the various places were held. 
The design of the stamps is very plain, 
and inexpensive. The sheets were made 
as follows: The sheets of paper were 


| 


covered with a network of fine lines and | 


then broad bands of color were printed 


across and vertically. In the squares 


thus formed, the words ‘‘ Postes”’ and 
) 


‘“‘Centimes’’ with the numeral of value | 


were printed. 


Itsometimes happened that the sheets, 
after the network was put on, were laid 
in the press upside down, for printing 
the value on, and thus varieties of all 
denominations are found with the points 
of the network up as well as down. 
Those with the points down are the 
errors and all arescarce, the 10 centimes 
being the oftener met with. There are 
also numerous varieties of type. and 
color owing to different printings and 
settings of the type. 


The illustration shows the style of the 
stamps, of which the following is the set: 


I centime, green; 2 centimes, brown; 4 | 


centimes, gray; 5 centimes, green: 10 
centimes, bistre; 20 centimes, Die; 25 
centimes, brown. They were issued in 


August, 1870, except the 5 and 25 cent- 
imes, which did not come out until Janu- 
ary of the next year. As the territory 
of France was evacuated by the Germans 
the French stamps took the place of | 
those of Alsace and Lorraine and after 
the cession of the two provinces, Ger- 
man stamps were alone used there. It 
is asserted that the people of Alsaceand 
Lorraine are not contented under Ger- 
man rule, and it is certain the French 
cannot become reconciled to the division 
of their country took place. 
Hence, these stamps may at some future 
time become still more interesting to the 
collector, by reason of the territory 
which they once covered, becoming 
again the battlefield of the two mighty 
nations. 


which 


pay Ee 


HISTORICAL NOTES. 


The ancients used black and white 
beans as ballots. 

The ancient name of the Scilly Isles 
was the Cassiterides or Tin Islands. 

Russian prisoners were first sent to 
Siberia in 1710 by Peter the Great. 

Brotherhoods for building bridges ex- 
isted in the twelfth century. 

The Thirty Years’ War began in Bo- 
hemia in 1618 and ended in Westphalia 
in 1648. 

Forty years ago 40,000 houses were 
built in Great Britian; now the number 
is 80,000. 

The system of paying workman’s — 
wages in goods instead of money was 
prohibited by the English Parliament in 
1831. 
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THE EDITOR’S GOSSIP. 


Tue OLp Curtosity SHOP makes its 
appearance this month for the first time 
since October,:1887. The removal of 
the editor from Jamestown, N. Y. to San 
Diego, California, a distance of many 
miles, has been the direct cause of all 
this delay. The office materials of the 
magazine were shipped by freight on the 
first of November, and it required over 
two months, owing to blockades on 
the railroads, for the freight to reach 
its destination. Now, that we are in con- 
dition to issue our magazine again, wecan 
promise that the publication will appear 
promptly on time each month hereafter. 


Will M. Clemens, the original founder 
of the magazine, which is now one of 
the oldest stamp and coin, publications 
in this country, will remain as editor of 
the paper. C. R. Orcutt, well known 
as the publisher of the West American 
Scientist, will hereafter be the publisher 
of THE OLp CurtosiTy SHoP. Re-es- 
tablished upon a new and firmer basis, 
Tue OLp Curiosity SHOP enters its 
new career under very flattering pros- 
pects. It desires to extend to each of its 
readers and patrons A Happy and Pros- 
perous New Year. 


Contributions upon the various sub- 
jects to which this magazine is devoted, 
are solicited from our readers. We in- 
tend to present each month the freshest 
and best ideas, and are willing to recip- 


rocate to the full value of every essay 
or article accepted. 


A treatise on the history of the postal 
card has been published in Berlin. The 
originator of the idea is said to have 
been a German state official, Dr. Stephen, 
who wrote an essay upon it in1865. Aus- 
tria was the first to adopt it, beginning in 
October,1869. The first three months 
witnessed the passage of 2,930,000 cards 
through the mails. | Germany followed 
suit in 1870, and on the first day after 
the introduction of the postal card, 45,- 
468 were sent off in Berlin alone; and 
within two months over 2,000,000 were 
used. Other countries soon initiated the 
same step. During the Franco-Prussian 
war the postal card system was a great 
boon to both armies. Over 10,000,000 
cards passed during the campaign be- 
tween the German soldiers and. their 
friends at home. The greatest pro- 
portional consumption of postal cards 
occurs unquestionably in the United 
States. The whole of Europe is estim- 
ated to use annually 350,000,000, while 
the consumption in the United States 
will not fall short of 230,000,000. 


An important sale at auction occurred 
on January 10, by L. J. Bird & Co., the 
Boston auctioneers. The sale included 
the valuable collection of E.: Locke 
Mason, of No. 175 Washington street, 
Boston, and included American and 
foreign gold, copper; silver and nickel 
coins, medals, rare old American his- 
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torical china, early American imprints, 
currency, store cards, numismatic books 
and other desirable specimens. We un- 
derstand that extra good prices were 
. realized at this sale. 


One of the largest collections of| 


American autographs belongs to a gen- 
tleman in Boston. 
is small in comparison to that of many 
smaller collections. It was made ona 
wholesale principal of buying whatever 
was cheap at auction sales. In this way. 
a great many hundred scraps of paper, 
representing a great variety of styles of 
penmanship, some of them very badly 


Its value, lLowever, 


written, have been bought at an average | 


cost, perhaps, of three or four cents 
each. 


do not, on the whole, preserve a high 


standard for such a collection of Ameri- | 


can autographs. 


A new issue of copper and bronze 
coins has been ordered by the govern- 
ment of Japan. 
mation, THE OLD Curtosity SHoP hav- 
ing received a few days ago private ad- 
vices to this effect from Japan. The 
well known coin, the Zemfo, has not been 
in circulation in Japan for some months 
past, and consequently is rapidly becom- 
ing rare. es 

Six fossil human bodies, those of a 
man, two women and three children, 


In addition, the gentleman has | 


: | m< 5 stings bees ¢ r 
many very valuable specimens, but they | made from the stings of bees and from 


This is exclusive infor- | 
| both the contents and general aspect of 


have been found in a cave ina coal mine 
at Bally-Grenay, Pas de Calais, and 
eleven have been found in an adjoining 
apartment, with arms and utensils in 
petrified wood and stone, and precious 
stones. The walls were decorated with 
pictures of combats between men and 
animals of great size. 


Different tribes of Indians use different 


sorts of poison in their arrow points. 


The Commanches use the juice of the 


| Spanish bayonet; the Apaches bruise the 


heads of rattlesnakes with bits of deer 
liver, allow it to putrefy and dip their 
arrows in it. The Mogquis irritate a rat- 
tlesnake until he bites himself, and 
moisten their darts in the blood. Poisons 


ants are used by other tribes. 


Our readers will doubtless appreciate 


the improved appearance of THE OLD 


Curiosity SHop. Our aim during the 
coming year will be to constantly better 


our magazine, and we hope to place it 
at the head of all similar publications in 
this country. When the value of THE 
Ox.p Currosity SHop is fully known 
to the dealers they will not hesitate to 
make their announcements in our ad- 
vertising columns. There are few pub- 
lications in this or any other country 
excelling THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP as 
an advertising medium. 
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COINS OF MARC ANTONY. 


By Dr. Rogert L. Morris. 


The death of Cesar (B. C. 44), in- 
stead of restoring the republican form of 
government to Rome—as the conspira- 
tors Brutus, Cassius and the rest had 
hoped—removed forever the possibility 
of such a change; for the whole control 
of the State fell incontinently into the 
hands of three unscrupulous men, who, 
under the name of a triumvirate, or 

‘three-men power,’’ droye the chariot 
of State as they listed. ‘‘Who is igno- 
rant.’’ says an old historian, ‘‘ of the 
manner in which they sealed their nefari- 
ous bond with blood, and overcame all 
opposition in the blood of the free.”’ 

Obverse. The faces of the triumvirate, 
Caius Czesar Octavius, Marcus: Antony, 
and Marcus A‘milius Lepidus, to the 


right. Busts bare. Beardless. Heads 
unadorned. No inscription. These 
portraits will repay close attention. 


How various the expressions of the 
three! ‘Young Octavius,’ as Shakes- 
peare calls him, is 22 years of age, as 
seen on the coin; Marc Antony is 42; 
Lepidus ia older. 

Reverse. TheEphesian Diana; adored 
at Ephesus as the goddess of Nature; 
whose symbolical figure, by its multitude 
of breasts and heads of animals hung 


around it, denotes the fucundity of 


Nature. The deer on the coin are those 


caught by herself at Anaurus, and used 
to draw her chariot. 

lnscription. The single word APXIEP 
(archier) is all that remains of the epi- 
graph which once swept in a half circle 


around the goddess. Patin explains it 
thus: ‘‘This colleagueship, so terrible 
to all good men when it should be 
destroyed, the priest himself of the tem- 
ple of Ephesus impressed this coin in the 
words of the community; so that the 
name being eftaced Honae. remains 
save the name of the priest.’ 
ats pres 
U.S. PROPRIETARY STAMPS. 


There were issued in the United States 
since 1861 about 825 varieties of private 
proprietary stamps, that is counting the 
different kinds of papers, such as ‘‘old,”’ 
‘‘silk-threaded,’’ ‘‘ pink,’’ and ‘‘ water- 
marked,’’ all of which were ordered by 
patent medicine dealers and match manu- 
facturers in the U. S., and were only 
used by such, as they are strictly private. 
Of the 825 varieties that were issued, 
about 234 were used by match and medi- 
cine firms in the metropolis. Eighty- 
two kinds made their appearance in the 
Quaker City; Boston lists about 68 well 
known specimens; St. Louis comes next 
with about 46; 25 different styles were 
used Pittsburg, 21 in Buffalo, 18 in Cin- 
cinnati, 16 in Louisville, 14 each in San 
Francisco and Detroit, 13 each in Balti- 
more, Providence and Cleveland, while 
Chicago has 12; the remaining 236 were 
distributed from and used in smaller 
cities and towns by patent medicine and 
match firms. Besides these are some 165 
different perforated, including probably 
100 varieties unperforated document, 
and an immense number of spirit, to- 
bacco, cigar, cigarette, and 
stamps. 


license 
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AN INDIAN IDOL. 


A remarkable Indian idol was recent- 
ly taken from Horse creek, in Cedar 
county, Msssouri, the home of the last 
mound-builders. This Indian or Aztec 


‘idol, as it is believed to be, is four feet 


long, and weighs sixty-four pounds. In 
general outline or figure it resembles a 
lizard or chameleon. It is carved out 


‘of slate or lead-colored stone or com- 


position of moderaté hardness, is as 
smooth as glass, and shows that it isthe 
work of a person of fine imagination, 
intelligence and skill, whether he lived 
one thousand years ago or is living to- 
day. Ona closer examination the idol 
is found to be made up of part of a 
dozen creatures—amphibia, carnivora, 
insects, reptiles and fowls. The top of 
the head has the semblance of a flat- 
bone plate, and is shaped like that of an 
eagle, with a long, sharp beak. Near 


_the middle of the beak is a horn, like 


that of a rhinoceros, and of light yellow 
color. The under part of the head is 
shaped like that of a turtle or frog, and 
is of light yellow. The eye is like that 
of aneagle. It has two legs in front 
and two behind. The legs are shaped 
exactly like those of an elephant, have 
four yellow toes on each foot, and the 
feet have the spongy appearance pecu- 
liar to those of an elephant. Between 
each pair of legs on the abdomen, is the 


. representation of the plate of bone like 


that ona turtle. On the neck are two 
shields, or wing-covers like those on 
the back of a common beetle. Behind 
the legs, and about the middle of the 


tail, extend a row of diamond shape 
yellow spots. The idol is in a perfect 
state of preservation, and at the distance 
of a few steps, looks as if it were alive. 


a 


PREPARING SKELETON LEAVES. 


A correspondent of Knowledge gives 
these directions for preparing skeleton 
leaves: Take a large saucepan of cold 
water and a piece of scrubbing soap 
about four inches square, cut into small 
slices. Gather mature leaves, seed ves- 
sel, etc.; put some soap into the water, 
then a layer of leaves one by one, then 
more soap, then leaves, and so on. Put 
ona lid, set the pan by the side of a 
fire, and let it simmer, After an hour 
take outa few leavesand try them between 
the thumb and finger; if the pulp separ- 
ates readily from the fiber remove them 
from the fire; if not let the pan remain. 
Some leaves, such as ivy, orange, etc., 
are done in an hour or two; others of a 
tougher fiber take half a day. Seed 
vessels of a mallow or compannia: take 
a short time. Large poppy or stramo- 
nium requires perhaps two days. Now 


lay a leaf upon a plate, under a tap of 
running water, and beat it with sharp 
strokes with a hard brush—say a tooth 
brush; the green matter will run off with 
the water. When the skeleton is quite 
clean, dry it upon blotting paper. To 
bleach the specimens put a quarter of a 
pound of chloride of lime into a large 
bottle of water, cork it and let it stand 
some days. Strain it and mix with more 
water in a basin; immerse the leaves, 
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etc. Again carefully watch and remove 


them as soon as they are white, for the 
lime soon renders them brittle and rot- 


ten. Wash again in pure water and dry 
as before. As the stems usually come 


away from most leaves, it is well to boil 
several stalks separately, and after 
bleaching to mount the leaves by gum- | 
ming them to the stems. 


nei THE 

sCURIOSITY WORLD, 
An I}lustrated Monthly de- 
voted to Stamps, Coins, Au- 
tographs, Indian Relics, Or- 
nithology, Oology and all 
branches of Natural History. 

Sample copy free. 
RARE COINS WANTED. | 


Our new Piemium Coin List =| 
contains 24 pages and cover, 
over 100 illustrations and : 
gives our buying prices for | 
allU. 8. and Colonial coins 
worth over face. Price 1lc. 


J.-M. HUBBARD, PUBL’R., | 
Lake Village, N. H. ~ 


THE COLLECTOR'S JOURNAL. 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Sixteen pages and cover, monthly, finely 
illustrated throughout. | 


The best and handsomest paper of its | 
class published. 


Sample copy free for stamp. 


—THE— 


San Diego Printing Co. 


(Formerly UNION Co.) 


FINE BOOK AND JOB PRINTERS, 
BLANK BOOK MANUFACTURERS, 
AND BINDERS. 


Largest Steam Printing House in Southern California 


751 AND 753 SIXTH STREET, 
Near Post Office, 


San Diego, Cal 


AUTOGRAPHS. 


R. BENJAMIN, 5 East 17th Street, New York 
* City, buys and sells autograph letters of distin- 
guished people of all times and all nations. 


THE COLLECTOR. 


A monthly journal devoted to autographs. Subscrip- 
tion $1.00 a year. Send forsample. 5 East 17th St. 


FIrtTy ARTICLES worth five times the price, for 
FIVE CENTS, Prize with every fifth package. 
H.N. BUGBEE, 339 Main St. 

Fitchburg, Mass. 


READ AND REFLECT. 


Then send fifteen cents for the CoLLRCToR’s A1D for 
one year. Advertising rates, twenty-five cents per 
inch, Large and choice circulation. Sample copy 


FREE. Address: 
AID PUBLISHING CO. 
Pawnee City, Neb. 


Lock-Box 737. 


* THE ALTRUIST. 


Is a monthly paper, partly in Phonetic spelling, and 
devoted to common property, united labor, Commun- 
ity homes, and equal rights to all. It is published by 


| the Mutual Aid Community, whose members all live 


and work together, and hold all their property in com- 


| mon, all the men and women having equal rights in 
.| electing officers and deciding all business affairs by 
| their majority vote. 


50 cents a year, specimen copies 
free. Address A. LoNGLEy, Editor, 213 N. Eighth st., 
St. Louis, Mo. 


UNUSED UNCUT ENVELOPES. 


Having cleared out most of my stock, I am enabled 
to sell the following very cheap: 


1861, 1oc-green, 30 cents; 1865, 2c-black, 15 cents; 
1870, 7c-red, 25 cents; 1875, 5c-blue, 15 cents; 
1875, 6c-red, 16cents; 1882, 5c-brown, 15 cents; 


Or the lot for $1.00 Orders under 25 cents must con- 
tain stamp for reply. 


D. S, RICHARDS, JR., 
141 Oak Street, Binghamton, N Y 


Antique Coins, Medals, Gronzes, 
Seals, Idols, Gems, Painting's, 
Arms, and all Bric-a-brac, Indian 
and Mound Relics a_gpecialty, 
Minerals, Fossils, Shells, Coral 
and Curiosities, U. S. and For- 
eign Coins and Stamps, Confed- 
erate Money, Stamps and Bonds. 
Send green stamps for list of 
prices PAID for rare coins, etc. 


YR.W. MERCER, 147 Cont. Ave. Cincinnati. 


ie : 
Hope WOH 


LORA OF SOUTHERN AND LOWER CALI- 
FORNIA. A Check List of the flowering plants, 
ferns, lichens, and marine alge. By C. R, OrcutTT. 


Price 25 cents, 
Climate, Topography, Productions, 


SAN DIEGO, Etc, By DouGLaAs GUNN, 78 pp., 


with map, 25 cents, 
of the vicinity of San Diego, 
Notes On Mollusks Cal., and Todos Santos Bay, 
Lower California, By C. R. OrcuTT, with comments 
by Dr. W. H. DaLL_. With plate. Price 25 cents. 
C. R. ORCUTT, San Diego, Cal, 


AUKOULT. LINE 


Of all that can be desired in Rare 
and Ordinary 


ALSO} 


'. 6th edition Postage Stamp Catalogue.....25¢. | 


5th edition Revenue Stamp Catalogue...soc. 
(Ready in October.) 
STAMP ALBUM, for United States 
Stamps only......... Price $3.00 and $5.00 


E. B. STERLING, 
132 East State Street, Trenton, N. J. 


WEST COAST SHELLS 
By Prop. Josiau KEEP. Beautifully illustrated, with 


Key,* Biographical Index, Glossary, Check List, etc. 
230 pages, handsomely bound in cloth; nearly 200 illus- 


BAS trations. The frontispiece is a hand-painted engrav- 
UNITED STATES STAMPS /ing of the rare and b 


y eautiful Surcula Carpenteriana. 
| Price $1:75. C. R. ORCUTT, San Diego, Cal. 


RR. BOGERT & C0, 


TRIBUNE BLDG, N. Y. 


POSTAGE STAMPS 


Revenue Stamps 
__ ENVELOPES & PosT-Caros _ 


| 0. PUZZLE 150 Scrap Pictures and Mottoes, I 


Finger Ring, 1 Prize Puzzle -and 
| Sample book visiting cards 5c. Eddy & Co. Albion, NY 


Lee as 


-W. B. BROCK WAY, 


DEALER IN 


POSTAGE * STAMPS .*. ON *. APPROVAL, 


47 Hazzard Street, 


| 


} 
| 
i 
} 
| 
{ 


| 
| 


82 PAGES AND COVER, MONTHLY. 
k THIRD YEAR OF PUBLICATION. : 
Address, SUBSCRIPTION 50c. PER YEAR, | 
C. H. MEKEEL, Managing Fditor, 

}Room 71, Turner Building, St.Louis, ‘Mo, 


An Ilastrated Monthly Magazine of 


Decidedly the Best of Its Class! 


Bample mailed for ro cents. 
THE WEST AMERICAN SCIENTIST, 
San Diego, California | e 


{The | West- American Scientist, Largest Stock of Stamps and Coins in the World, Sten 


dard Stamp Catalogue, 200 pages, illustrated with 200¢ 
engravings, 25c, Standard Copper Catalogue, illustra- 
: | ted, 25c. Standard Silver Catalogue, illustrated, 25c, 
Popular Science. Philatelist Album, 400 illustrations, board cover, 25c.: 
cloth, 5Uc. Yuternational Albus: 


$5 to $20.’ AppRovAL SHEETS 
AGENTS wanted everywher 


JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK. 


SELECTIONS OF RARE 
DESIRABLE STAMPS 


SENT ON APPROVAL! 
AGENTS WANTED! 32-page Catalogue for Stamp 


W. F. GREANY, 


827 Brannan Street, 


San Francisco, Cal. 


CEO. H. RICHMOND, 


Postage Stamps for Collectors 


210 9th St., Brooklyn, N.Y, 
PR 


ag} Circulars free, or with 100 Foreign Stamps 
ie forse. if you name thig paper Best ex- 
change prices paid for oil §. Stamps. 
Copy Colicetor’s Aid for stump 500 good, 
5; Mixed, stamps. to trade with, 20¢. 1060 

? = choice varieties, 25¢. 4 Brazil, $e.;. 3 
Japan, 5e.; 3 Exypt, 5¢.: 8 Spain, 5¢ ; 3 New Zealand, $¢ 13 
Cape Good Hope, 5c. |The six sets, 25¢ \ Flags of all nations, 
S5c.; Coats of Arms, 50c. ; Portraits, 50¢c. The three, $1.00, 


i Se 
By 


V7 721 BROADWAY, N.Y. SS 


zz, With specially design- 


ed spaces for every st i ; > h 
$1 OOA YEAR| § y stamp issued, board cover, $1.50, clot 


2.50; alsoon heayy paper in various styles of binding, from 


sent to responsible parties. 


e. Our packets cannot be 
Circulars sent free, 


. L’d, 721 Broadway, N. Y. 


qualled in qnality or price, 
Scott Stamp & Coin Co. 


WE HAVE THE FINEST. CLIMAT E IN THE WORED! 


. Established 1885. 


Members of the. San Diego Real Estate Exchange. 


FE. R WETMORE & CO. 


Bankers & Real Estate Brokers. 


Moneys received on Deposit, and: placed on First Mortgages; 
well secured. : 


Gaull 


fi 


Very choice 
- Corner Lots 
the City, ° for 


Inside and 
in all parts of 
business and 


residences. Outside 
Suburban Homes for the © 
man or woman of means; 


beautiful homes 
five acres up, 
good princi- 
means and a 


and plenty. of 

‘ places from 

for the man of 
‘ ples, small 
desire for a home. 


QUR; BARGE “TRACTS ARE VERY SCARCE, BUT WE HAVE A 
FEW GGOD ONES a Os ee 


Our Beautifully Illustrated : Banke on San Diego City 
and County (price $1.00), is now about ready. 
Send for it and mention this magazine. 


KF | Rt. WETMORE i ({), oe ie Se Bank 


i a Es ee ee ee RE ee Le eee ae 
ee RR Gok AEN Er Say SPER BS ties ewes: rn ee ee Ee ee ce ce ah 7 Pie RS 


LD CURIOSITY SHOP. | 


- CALIFORNIA. 


_tMAY, 1888.%_ 


i ee 8 pee 


CON TENTS: 


PAGE. 
GeV OME A Opeh os a a eg. 33 PON i oe ere ee a re PO fee el be 45 
Clearing Land in San Diego County.........2....... 35 enema Rt OEMIOUS Soi hs has Bo et 45 
The Stamps of Switzerland......... ....sscee2s +s 36 Changes in the Color of Grapes Grown in Northwestern 
Bate ONGER PBs Fe he ee he) 37 Sob Paina Ma oh Mra ee okay er ro ee 46 
PMR ME OP oto. o,f eate, <r or epee cel, 37 The Deer of Southern Lower California,............. 
bea ca gla aa thane Brn Seem Giaidis ak a's sis ‘bbe. Lame Wale Club an Best 3.0 e605, boss. ee, 47 
PE Ts MAAS. a ore. ssc tueea cade 3 38 PID EWN a Tas IC eGo GE oe 47 
pre Waperere iust Ome soe cl Fe ee oe 38 Conversation...... 


0 OOD 68D Bs 6.6 oy OO. 090 00 6) Sees. 6 6tO50 WLS 8b eee 


Rnibisiie oe alee. nats. s-0' 6: vieteiei sieves «jee 38 sh Pepasill Sentiments ooo hAG hee oe 47 
Giants Among Small Things................0...000. 39 SPOOL ON, GSP ri oe ee eater ye ats 47 
Epoch of the Mastodon in North America............ 40 A Practical way of Doing Good.....-....-......-.... 47 
Opuntia Fruit as an Article of Food................. 40 Pie eis Voces oe ae es a 48 
A Vegetable Garden the Year Round................ 41 MIRROR OT Bol OS oe Ss nae ee ee 48 
ee Ce a ee 
BONN a sito As fas igs aoa Lob L ss | dads es 5 a8 43 An Anthem Accurately Described............:...... 48 
be pn ao gee SO Re ORAS Oy PP ae 43 LT Sea peers pane aes Eg hee aan nce BONE RENEE Rah 48 


CMHC ECR Cece ewer se OSHS seer ee 


ISSUED MONTHILY BY 


C. R. Orcutr & Co., San Disco, Catirornta. 


Ps 


J. 
°, 


THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 


Davie's Egg Check List 


——AN D—— 
KEY TO THE NESTS AND EGGS 
OES Se y cuneate 


American Birds. 
SECOND REVISED EDITION. 
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This work has taken a permanent place in the literature 
relating to the Nesting Habits of our North American 
Birds. It contains accurate descriptions of the Color of the 
Eggs and the size of the Nests of all the Land and Water 
Birds known to breed in North America. No Oologist or 
Collector of Eggs can afford to be without this work, and it 
takes the place of expensive works which are usually be- 
yond the reach of many collectors. 


What others say of it: 


I consider it a valuable contribution to orinthological lit- 
erature. Itshouldbe in the hands of every collector.— 
Thomas G. Gentry. 


I must say the illustrations are beautiful, and true to 
life, You deserve great credit for getting out such a book. 
It is the only work of the kind I have ever seen that exactly 
filled the wants of the Egg Collector.—&. C. Davis. 


You have made a most useful little book, one that every 
young collector (and many who are not young) ought to 
have.—B. W. Everman. ‘ 
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The present volume is intended to supply a want much 
felt by the author during the course of his orinthological 
studies, and therefore presumably experienced by other 
workers in the same field: namely, a nomenclature of colors 
and acompendious dictionary of technical terms used in de- 
scriptive ornithology, together with a series of plates or di- 
agrams, illustrating the external anatomy of a bird in rela- 
tion to the terms employed, and such other things as are 
more clearly expressed by a picture than by a mere defini- 
tion. 


It has been the earnest endeavor of the author to give 
this much needed information in the present work; and in 
order to doso he hasspared no pains, having for this pur- 
pose procured the finest prepared colors known to modern 
art, including those of all the best manufacturers, as Win- 
sor & Newton, George Rowney & Co., and Ackermann, of 
London, England; Dr. Fr. Schoenfeld & Co., Dusseldorf; 
Chenel, Burgeois, Binant, and Lefranc, of Paris; Osborne 
of Philadelphia, and others. He has, besides. consulted 
all the authorities accessible to him. 
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A Wonderful Coast. 


. 


If you wish to see a strange coast, laughing and bright, green 
aud grand, wild and mountainous, take a sailing vessel and 
proceed slowly southward of San Juan del Sur, or, still better, 
if you have time and money hire a party of men and plunge your- 
self in the wilderness of the west coast of Costa Rica, the fifth 
of the Central American republics. You will see scenery never 
to be forgotten as long as you live; you will probably expe- 
rience accidents and thrilling adventures and perhaps endanger 
your life, but after all, what is our life? It is sometimes worth 
while to risk it. 

Mighty and magnificent stretches the wild coast of Costa 
Rica, one unbroken chain of mountains high and low, gloomy 
and radiant, regular and fantastic—a combination of the most 
marvelous beauty and imposing grandeur. And all this region 
covered with tropical forests of giant trees and parasitic plants, 
fresh and stupendous—a regular virgin, bewildering forest of 
the south. 

Man likes company. Yet if you are tired of life and misfor- 
tune, in your heart you will always prefer a desert to a city—a 
solitude to the noise and turmoil of civilization.. For in a for- 
est you are alone; for company you havea magnificent nature; 
for a bed your traveling blanket ; for a cover a dense foliage of 


leaves or the blue canopy of Frases and if the freshness of youth 


has not altogether left you and your heart is yet unspoiled, you 
will in every step discover new beauties in a tropical forest and 
you will worship the Almighty who created this grand nature, 
with sincerity in your soul and with mist in your eyes. 


It is very hard traveling in a Central American. forest, and 
you have to move slowly, step by step. Sometimes during a 
day you cannot go further than a couple of miles from the point 
of starting, sometimes even less. You have to cut your way 
through the dense foliage, and besides to look after wild ani- 
mals and dangerous snakes—for the Costa Rica forest, with all 
beauties has also its dangers. Cougars reign here in undis- 
turbed-possession of the land, and rattlesnake, coral and scor- 


pion are teo abundant to be comfortable. Besides all lagoons, 


creeks and rivers are full of alligators, which grow here and 
multiply with a rapidity unknown in any other country in the 
wide world. 


The woods are full of birds of brilliant plumage, from noisy — 


macaw to small and beautiful paroquet. ‘The wild turkey also 
is abundant, and the magnificent curassow hocco is to be met 
with everywhere. This remarkable bird could be domesticated 
very easily, and it wouid be a great addition to our poultry 
yards, for its flesh is a morsel for the gods. In the last century 
it was introduced into Holland and into France, where it seemed 
perfectly acclimated, but the stock was Jost amidst the subse- 
quent wars which followed the French revolution. Curassow 
is a gallinaceous bird, and very large—sometimes. even larger 
thanaturkey. Its head is adorned with a crest of feathers, 
curled forward, There are two species of this magnificent bird 


in Costa Rica, the black and the brown. I brought some with 


me to California, and I sent a few to Europe and they became 
perfectly tame and domestic in their habits. They could be 
introduced easily into British Columbia. 


The Costa Rican forest is a paradise for peccaries and coatis. 
Peccary—or chancho del monte, as it is called by the natives 
—resembles very much a hog, but it is smaller, with a narrow 
white collar which surrounds the neck. It is a dangerous ani- 
mal, for if you kill one the whole herd will attack you and 
make good use of their sharp tusks., Once, near the Gulf of 
Dulce, I kiiled a leader of a herd of peccaries, and I saved 
myself from the infuriated animals by climbing a tree. Yet, 
even then I was not safe, for the peccaries surrounded the tree 
and kept me in that uncomfortable position for seven hours, 
until my companions came to the rescue and dispersed the 
herd. ‘The flesh of a peccary resembles that of a hog, but 
tastes rather sweetish. 


Coati, or coati-mondi, resembles a racoon, but has a long 
tail and a very long snout, which is a sort of flexible proboscis. 
It/can climb trees with great agility, looking for insects. They 
are often domesticated in Costa Rica, and although very amus- 
ing, they are rather treacherous. 


But the largest animal of Costa Rica is the tapir, which is 
abundant _ in swampy localities. ...The skin is often a quarter ‘of 
“an inch thick and its flesh dark and sweet. ‘The natives called 
it “buris del monte,” or mountain jack-ass. Some naturalists 


assert that the tapir is not to be found north of the Isthmus of 
Darien—an assertion entirely false, as the tapir is not only | 


found in Costa Rica, but as well in all others of the Central 
American republics. 


There is nowhere on the Spanish-American coast from San 
Diego to Cape Horn such an amount of deep bays and excel- 
lent anchorages as on the west coast of Costa Rica—Salinas, 
Culebra, Elena, Murcielago, Potrero Grande, Coco Brazilito, 
Juanilla, Uvita and many others.. Such are the names of some 
of the bays, many of them unknown to the outside world and 
only discovered by the expeditions of which I was a member. 
These bays are deserted and silent ; there are no cities on their 
shores, and no commerce; nobody lives in their vicinity, and 
where the water ends there begins a wilderness, inhabited only 
by wild animals and occasionally by Indians. 


But in the midway between the northern and southern ex- 
tremity of the republic stretches a magnificent sheet of water, 
dotted, tike the Gulf of Fonseca, with many islands. It is the 
great Gulf of Nicoya, an inland sea, the center of all western 
commerce of Costa Rica. Here we behold a long, sandy neck 
of land, the largest maritime city on the coast of Central 
America—the harbor of Punta Arenas. 

Punta Arenas, or Puntarenas, is of a great importance, as 
from this port is exported coffee, the chief article of commerce 
of Costa Rica. Thirteen million pounds of coffee were ex- 
ported from Puntarenas last year, and only a little over half 
this amount from Puerto Limon, on the Atlantic. The coffee 
grows everywhere in Costa Rica, and is the real source of 


2 THe OLD CeRTOS TY ® Sror: 


wealth of the republic—the cities of Cartago, Alajuela, Here- 
dia and the capital, San Jose, being the principal markets in 
the interior. 

Puntarenas is not a beautiful town, though the life here is 
very pleasant. With the exception of Leon, the Costa Rican 
harbor is the gayest place on the coast of Central Atherica. 
The money is easily gained here and easily spent; besides the 
Costa Ricans never keep any money, and consequently never 
get rich. They enjoy life as long as they can, never thinking 
what will be tomorrow. They work it is true, but what they 
gain during the week they spend on Saturday and Sunday. 
They begin dancing on Saturday evening and end it on Mon- 
day morning, with the exception of a couple of hours on Sun- 
day, when they goto church, Fandango is the favorite dance 
of poor and rich, of high and low, and the marimba the prin- 
cipal musical instrument. They love music passionately, and 
they express always in song their love and despair, their joy 
and sorrow. At night a gay cabellero takes his guitar and goes 
under the window of the house where his lady-love lives. He 
begins then to play and to sing, imploring his goddess to show 
herseif and to give him a few words of consolation. Ofcourse 
he usually gets what he wants, and very often is even allowed 
to kiss a small white hand, or he gets a flower from the lady 
he loves, or even a cigar! ‘The ardent lover is then satisfied 
and he goes home like a conquering hero. 

‘The young ladies of Costa Rica, especially those of Spanish 
origin, are like their sisters of other republics, very pretty, 

often beautiful. They have the most magnificent black liquid 
| eyes, and remarkably small feet and hands. Their complexion 
is very fair, though they spoil it often by using too much rouge 
and poudre. At the age of twelve they are often married, at 
twenty-five they are grandmothers, and at thirty they are 
counted already as “the old ladies,’ though there are many 
exceptions when the ladies preserve their beauty to a very 
old age, 

The ladies seldom dress after the Furopean fashion, but pre- 
serve their old and beautiful Spanish mantillas. ‘The black 
lace and crepe play also an important part in their dress. The 
ladies of good families very seldom show themselves on the 
streets, except when they go to church; besides the young seno- 
ritas never go alone, but always in company with an elderly 
matron or duena. ‘They flirt, however, whenever they can, 
but they are true to their lovers, and make excellent wives and 
mothers. 

South of Puntarenas there are no villages or cities until we 
“meet the great Gulf of Dulce. This immensely deep body of 
water forms the southern boundary of Costa Rica, for a little 
further beyond the Burica point Central America ends, and 
begins, politically speaking, South America. 

On the shores of the Gulf of Dulce, on the very verge of 
the tropical forest, there dwell a few families, forming the com- 
munity of Santo Domingo. I lived with.them five weeks, and 


a curious life it was. Scarcely anybody ever visits this remote 


corner, and the inbabitants do not know anything about the- 


outside world. Only occasionally they send a boat to Chiri- 
gui, in the United States of Columbia, to bring thither hides 
and to fetch back what is necessary. There is no school and 
no church in Santo Domingo, and with the exception of ‘Jefe 
politico,” nobody can read or write. But, dance they can, and 


1824-39 a part of the Central American confederation. 


even here they have their marimba and their fandango. They 
are hospitable, primitive, and sometimes very maive. Seeing 
me collecting plants and insects, t ey took me for a physicians 
and never could I persuade them that I did not know anything 
about medicine. Another time I was sketching and their “jefe 
politico,” who heard something about photography, told them 
that I could take their pictures. Of course everybody wanted 
to have one, and in vain I tried to persuade that sketching and 
photographing were two different things altogether. ‘They 
Finally, in despair, I sketched the 


and un- 


would not believe me. 
portrait of the ‘jefe politico,” but in such an_ ugly 
flattering manner that the inhabitants were terror-stricken and 
did not wish any more pictures. As for the ‘jefe politico,” I 
am sorry to say that he never could forgive me, for he prided 
himself to be the handsomest man in the village, a regular Don 
Juan of Santo Domingo. 


East from the Gulf of Dulce, in a wild and unknown terri- 
tory, dwells a curious tribe of Indians, the Talamancas. They 
are fierce and warlike and only nominaily christians. The 
Spaniards never could conquer them, and they are even now 
They live in so-called ‘“palengues,” 
large adobe buildings, which contain many families. In fact, 
their system of community is remarkably similar to that of the 


an independent tribe. 


Zunis in Arizona. 

In the northern extremity of Costa Rica, near the Lake of 
Nicaragua, are to be found Guatusos, the only white tribe of 
Indians in America. Of course, they are not white in our 
sense, yet they are remarkably fair as compared with other 


Indians. ‘They live only in dense forests on the banks of the 


rivers, and never expose themselves to the rays of the sun—a - 
fact which accounts for the fairness of their skin. 

Costa Rica ha: more white inhabitants than any other repub- 
lic of Central America, the total population not exceeding 
Independent since 1821, Costa Rica formed from 
The 
president is elected for four years. He is assisted by two vice- 
presidents who are elected annually by the congress. The 
congressmen are elected for four years, but one-half. retire 


300,000, 


every two years. 

The Andes of Costa Rica are much higher and more stu- 
pendous than those of Nicaragua. They form an immense 
plateau in the interior, with mighty peaks and volcanoes, and 
terrific ravines and arroyos. ‘Ihey would be terrible in their 
gigantic dimensions if they were not so radiant and green. 
The freshness of nature takes the gloomy aspect from them 
and covers the Cordillera with a veil of grandeur and beauty. 
The most prominent peaks are—the mighty but regular Orosi, 
the fantastic Turialba, and the terrible volcano of Irazu, whose 


immense cone hangs like the sword of Damocles over the fair 
city of Cartago.—JZ. Lopateckt. 


An industrial journal gives the following valuable informa- 
tion: A one-inch shaft running one hundred revolutions per 
minute will transmit one horse-power; a one-inch shaft will 
stand the force of fifty pounds at the end of a crank one foot 
A one-inch belt running eight hundred feet per minute 
A one-inch wrought iron rod 


long. 
will transmit one horse-power. 


will support seven thousand pounds, and a two-inch rod four 


times as much. 
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Clearing Land in San Diego County. 
> Raa : 
EDITOR OF THE SAN DixGo MaGazINnE:—We_ promised to 
tell the Semmz-Tropical Planter how we cleared the land of su- 
mac, but think it better to tell the San Dieco MacGazINE 
how we did not clear the land of this “cumberer of the 
ground,” 


The old method of cutting off and burning the tops, leav- 
ing the roots to sprout is too slovenly. While grain does very 
well in a wet season, the shoots must be cut each year. Indians 
and Chinamen grub too slowly. Our nearest neighbor removes 
the soil from one side, introduces‘a crowbar on the other side 
and raises the whole plant, root and branch. It looked very 
easy, (our neighbor is very strong) it was expiditi wus; we - were 
so much pleased, a crowbar was procured with the determina- 
tion of clearing 40 acres in five days. 


The next morning bright and early, the ground being soft, 
we proceeded to work, concluding to try a small root. The 
soil was removed from one side, the crowbar placed in_ posi- 
tion, and with very little effort the roots were raised. The 
same process was tried upon another with the same result. We 
were elated; it was just fun, as the boys say; after raising two 
others, concluded to try one of the “old settlers,” which ap- 
peared upon the surface. About three feet long by one foot wide, 
a foot of soil was removed from the lower side; the root was 


found to be larger than anticipated. We dug deeper and 


deeper till we thought with the bar it could certainly be raised, 


but the united efforts of the bar and our whole muscular force 
= failed to start the obstacle. 


We were now warm; we dug more soil away; felt that we had 
a back; again used the bar; could not move it; took away more 
soil—was hot—sweat oozing» from every pore—pryed again 
with the bar, then dug more soil; kept digging and prying, with 
no better success. | Completely exhausted, wished all the su- 


‘mac in the bottom of the ocean. If there had been any one’ 


near accustomed to “‘cuss words,” we fear we should have 
been tempted to have hired him to use a few. Our neighbor 
came over the next morning, with the spade cut off a small 
root here and there,and withthe crowbar pryed the whole plant 
up, just as easily as though it were child’s play. 


In the future we shall use the old slovenly mode, waiting for 
an Edison to invent a more expeditious plan. Inthe meantime, 
unless we wish the land for vines or trees, the sumac will con- 
tinue to grow, no matter if the frost cuts it down or if fire 
consumes its branches, the next season it will be as vigorous as 
ever; and if some of the shoots are taken out the others will 
make fair stovewood. It has been our mainstay the past 
season, the branches making a quicker and hotter fire, although 
not lasting as long as the roots. 


To the newcomer the manner of clearing off the ordinary 
brush may not be amiss. | My neighbor on the east uses a 
“masher.” What a pity that the city street corner “masher” 
could not be put to such a purpose! The “masher” is made 
of two-inch plank, about six feet long by six feet wide, put to- 
gether like the old style cellar steps, and shod with hoop iron. 
The steps slant from the horses; place a seat on the upper side 
near the center, hitch the horses by rope or chain, jump aboard, 
drive over the brush, and from ten to twelve acres can be 


made ready for burning ina day. _‘This is rather better than 
the railroad iron bar, and affords a seat for the driver. 

A word of caution to the new settler during the dry season, 
which is the time the brush is burned more easily than earlier 
in the season. The uncontrollable fires are a terror to ‘all the 
old settlers, and will be to all new comers. ‘Too much pre- 
caution cannot be taken, besides a heavy fine to the one who 
starts the fire, the damage to others cannot be compensated. 
Sometimes a spark from a pipe,the end of a cigar or the match 
lighting the cigar has started fires which raged violently. Last 
season two were thus started on the Heights, which took the 
combined effort of all hands here to keep under control, 
all of which could have been avoided if the person smoking 
had used more care. 

The outside of the tract to be burned should be raked clean 
of brush and dry grass, throwing the whole towards the center 
of the tract, till 50 to 100 feet have been cleared all around 
the piece, over which we have never heard of fire jumping, 
Before the ground gets too hard if ten to twelve feet wide is 
plowed around fences, houses, or stacks of grain, it will prevent 
the spread of a fire. Better perhaps to plow now and keep 
the space clear of weeds by cultivation. 

The subject is of so much importance that when the dry 
season begins words of caution should be given by every pa- 
per in the county and throughout the whole State. 


From my lofty seat, surrounded with flowers of every hue, 
I look down in the Cajon valley and see the mowers laying the 
barley low for hay. On the other side the click of the machine 
is heard cutting the wild oats from the rounded adobe hills of 


Spring valley. These hills have grown crops of oats as long as 


any one can remember, and this year’s crop will be as large as 
any preceding. ‘The wonder is that no plow has ever turned 
the soil and no man’s hand ever sowed the seed. | When the 
wild oats are cut early stock of all kinds like it; but if too 
ripe the oats rattle off from the stalk, and are so full of hard 


"beards as to injure the mouths of many horses. While adjoining 


lands are covered with sumac, buckwheat and brush of all 
kinds, acres upon acres of wild oats wave their graceful -heads 
to the passing breeze, where no brush of any kind has ever 
been seen; and to-day these fields are as beautiful as the great 
wheat fields of New York State were forty years ago. 

E] Cajon Heights, April, 1888. Geo. C. Swan. 


Dr. W. H. Dallinger, F. R. S., says that “the researches of 
science are physical.” The observable finite contents of space 
and time are the subject of its analysis. Existence, not the 
cause of existence; succession, not the reason of succession; 
method not the origin of method, are the subjects of physical 
research. A primordial cause cannot be the subject of exper- 
iment, nor the object of demonstration. It must forever 
transcend the most delicate physical reaction, the profoundest 
analysis, and the last link in the’ keenest logic. Absolute 
knowledge concerning it can only be the prerogative of itself. 

art ie ee eeaNeCe Med dr 

M. P. Ledeboer asserts that the magnetic properties of iron 
are unaffected up to a temperature of 1100 degrees F., beyond 
which they are rapidly lost, becoming scarcely perceptible at 
1350 degrees. ‘They return in the same way as the metals 
cool, 
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The Stamps of Switzerland. 


By J. WHITTEMORE HALSEY. 
Switzerland is a federal republic, composed of twenty two 


_Cantons, or small States. For the Cantonal Administrations 
of Zurich, four queer stamps were issued in 1843, homely in 
design, but any collector of to-day is considered fortunate if he 
possesses a genuine specimen. There were two values—ar. 
black and 6r.. black—and these were also issued with horizon- 
tal lines in red, making the four varieties. The design is briefly 
detailed as follows: 

A large numeral in the center-ground, worked by numerous 
lines—above, in narrow label or oblong “Zurich ;” below, in 
same, ‘‘ Local Taxe,” and along the sides, various grace lines 
representing leaves. ; 
Later, in 1849, a new stamp, of an entirely different design, 
was issued, and I will endeavor to roughly describe it to you. 
A cross, in oval of black, formed the center; while just below 
was a slim, curved post-horn, under which was the following 
inscription, ‘“‘Rtspost poste locale;” in upper left hand and 
lower right hand corners,a letter “r,” and in the other two the 
figures ‘‘244.” The central design was suspended by a few 
cords, and the whole with the exceptional of the corner inscrip- 
tion, seemed to be ina shield. ‘This was the last issued by 


that city. 
GENEVA. 


The above city issued six different stamps, more than any 
of the other Cantonals. 
land, and its jewelry has a world-wide reputation. 

In 1843 appeared the queerest of all the Cantonal stamps, 
and at a glance one would take it for an unsevered pair of 
stamps; but on closer examination the design appears to me 
to be as follows: Two squares, separated by a single vertical 
line above, in long oblong, the inscription: “10 Post Can- 
tonal Cent.” The design, of each of the squares are, as near 
as I can see, alike in every particular. The design is odd, and 


I will endeavor to give a description of it. A shield, crossed 


at the top by an unrolled strip on which is inscribed ‘‘tene 
bras,” and “cr.” near each end, above is what might be in- 
tended to represent the sun. A little to one side and inclining, 
are the words: “ Poste Genéve.” Below, the shield is, ‘‘ Post 
local,” and at sides, ‘* 5c.” 


The shield itself is divided in half; on the observer’s left is 
griffon, with outstretched wing and groundworked with dots. 
It is not unlike the emblem of Lubeck. On the observer’s right 
is the standard emblem of Bremen, that of a key groundworked 
by vertical lines. This completes the design. ; 

In 1845 the same design was used, and the color changed 
to yellow-green. In 1847 a variety of the same design was 
issued, and in 1849-50 the variety appeared on white paper 
and dark green. The envelope stamp is the same as the last, 
adhesive. These Cantonals are exceedingly rare, and it is in 


only large or valuable collections they are seen, and are seldom . 


(if ever) offered for sale at public auctions. It would be ad- 
visable, if any collector possesses any, to ‘hold on to them,” 
as the saying is. 
BASLE, - vee 
The most beautiful design of any of the Swiss Cantonals is 
by far that issued by the above city in 1845. 
The design is as follows: A dove represented as flying and 
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_ carrying a letter, is the central design. 


Geneva is the metropolis of Switzer- 


It is surrounded by a 
double-lined shield in whose lower half areghe words, ‘Stadt 
post Basel.” In the left lower corner is the figurre, “214,” in 
the right lower corner “rp.” A few lines at the top and the 
ground-work outside the shield completes the design. 

VAUD. 

This State issued, in 1849-50, two very beautiful stamps, of 
the following design: A cross, inclosed ina circle, formed 
the center-piece; above, in label, ‘‘ Poste local,” and below, the 
numeral value. Under the center-piece was the post-horn and 
a profusion of gracefully represented leaves branching outward 
and reaching almost to the margin of the stamp, completed the 
design. There were two values, namely 4ct. and 5ct. 
like the rest, are rare and interesting. 

NEUFCHATEL, 

This is the last of the stamp-issuing Cantonals; and it issued 
but one stamp as late as 1851. It is of a somewhat elaborate 
design, with the cross in the center, surrounded by two bracks; 
above is *‘ Foste locale,” and below, ‘5 centimes. The ground- 
work consists of numerous interlacing lines, which makes the 
center-piece appear quite prominent. 

I have finished with the Swiss Cantonals. It has been my 
endeavor to furnish the collector with a description of each, 
and when they were issued, together with a little information 
about them. Ifa single reader has profited by anything I have 
here given, I will consider myself doubly repaid for my work. 


Now let us take up the general issues of the Federal Adminis- 


tration. 


“In 1850 a set of four stamps were issued, with a design that — 
bears so much similarity to the one described under the last 


Cantonal State that it would be practically a waste of time to 
give a minute description. The two last values, 5r. and tor., 
are printed in three colors, the 5%. in blue, red and white, and 
the ror. in yellow, red and white. 

_ In 1852 the same design was used, but heavily outlined and 
a new value, 15r. in red, issued—of which there were three 
varieties. 

An entirely new design made its appearance in 1854, and 
from thence to 1862 different values were added, making in all 
seven varieties, of the following values: 2r., 5r., Ior., 151., 2or., 
gor. and 1 franc. ‘These designs, nealy all are quite familiar 
with; but supposing some are yet in ignorance, I will burden 
you for one short minute with a description: 

A female figure, seated and upholding a spear with her right 
hand, while her left arm rested on a shield, on which a cross is 


engraved; above, in oblong, is the word “Franco;” below, in 


the same, is the numeral of value, and the word, ‘ Rappeu;” 
at the sides is also the numeral of value, and ‘‘centimes,” in- 
closed in oblong. A small star in each of the corners com- 
pletes the design. 

From 1862 to 1882, or about twenty years, this design, or 
rather the design with the wording changed somewhat, was 
used, and four new values, 25f., 30f., 50f. and 60c., were add- 
ed to the set, which, when complete, is very beautiful. 

In 1882 a new set, six in number, was issued, of a new de- 
sign. A cross in center, the value ina shield below; above, 
in curved label, ‘“‘ Helvetia,” and above that, in fine type, the 
word ‘“‘franco;” at the sides, also in equally fine print, was also 
the same; the border consisted of a number of squares. The 
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values of this set were 2f., 3c., 5c. 10C.,12c. and 15¢. 

In this same year also appeared the most beautiful set Swit- 
zerland has ever issued. A female figure, standing with her 
hand resting on a shield, and carrying a spear, forms the cen- 
ter-piéce ; a frame encloses it,in which are numerous stars and 
the word “ Helvetia.” ‘The value is in the two upper corners, 
and also at the base in largetype. Branching from thence are 
two strips, on which are the word “franco;” this completes the 
design. The values are 20c. orange, 25c. green, 4oc. gray, 
soc. and 1f. pink. These were the last adhesive issued. 

The Unpaid Letter stamps are peculiar, and great difficulty 
is experienced by the young collector in ascertaining under 
which country they belong. The design consisted of a nume- 
ral, surcharged in black in the center, surrounding which is a 
circle inclosing twenty-two stars, or one for each Cantonal 
State; outside is a square, in each angle of which is a small 
design. This completes the pattern, and it can be easily seen 
why young collectors are ignorant for some time of their na- 
tionality. In 1883 they appeared printed in green and car- 
mine, and make a very beautiful lot. 


Envelope stamps were first issued in 1867-8; the design of 
the first set of four varieties is quite beautiful; it represents a 
bird, flying; below is a shield with a cross as a central piece, 
around which are entwined leaves; the value is below in quite 
large type, and around the outward margins at each side are 
eleven stars; a circle inclosing the whole completes the design. 
The values and colors are 5c: brown, toc. rose,.2 5c. green and 
390. blue. 

In 1871 two more envelope stamps were issued, the numeral 
below—a wreath in- 
closes them, and below, in unrolled strip, was 20. 3.71. A 


small post-horn in each-corner completed the design. 

The Newspaper Band Stamps are six in number; the design 
consists of a large numeral of value in the center; above, ir 
shield, is a cross; the groundwork is what is called a-Greek 
border; and twenty-two stars complete the design, which 1s 1n- 
closed in an oval frame. 


The Green Turtle. 


The best known of all the 


its fat. This useful animal is 
found in the seas and on the 
= shores of both continents, and 
is mort plentiful about the island of Ascension andthe Antilles, 
where it is subject to inecssant persecntion for the sake of its 
flesh. ~ The shell of this reptile is of very little use and of small 
value, but the flesh is remarkably rich and well-flavored, and 
the green fat-has long enjoyed a world-wide and fully deserved 
reputation. 

The eggs of the turtle are thought as great delicacies as its 
flesh. It is while the female is visiting the shore for the pur- 


pose of depositing her eggs that she is usually captured, as 
these sea:loving reptiles care little for the shore except for 
this purpose. 

{The above illustration and notes on this interesting species 
-are from Wood’s Popular Natural History.—Epiror.| 


*° 


Flavor of Pork. 


There is, as far as we know, no distinctive flavor possessed 
by any breed of swine to the exclusion of other less favored 


breeds; and well may we say, without fear of contradiction, . 


that our pork is exactly what we make it; and as the wheat-fed 
product of Dakota is superior to the corn-fed pork of the Mis- 
sissippi valley, that is superior to the ‘slop-fed village porker; 
and it becomes an established fact that we can produce pork 
of whatever flavor we desire. Thé canvas-back, that feeds 
upon the wild celery along the creeks, rivers and bay, just 
north of Baltimore, have long been prized above all other 
ducks, simply because of the peculiar and delicate flavor given 
them from the celery upon which they feed; and only a short 
time since we had the pleasure of assisting to pick the bones 
of a capon that had been fattened upon wheat, rice and cel- 
ery. _ Of all roasts that I have enjoyed since I first partook of 
canvas-backs in dear old Kent county, Maryland, it was the 
best. I was immediately transported in imagination, as never 
before, to the ideal of the gormand, as prepared by “Aunt 
Chlee,” for ‘‘Massa Frank,” the torment of ‘Old Chlce.” 
Long since she has been called to her fathers; but I never par- 
take of a delicious dish that kind thoughts of tha kind-hearted 
old darkey do not steal over me. Whether it was the large 
celery marsh or Aunt Chlee’s skill in the “art profound” that 
produced the entire effect, I shall not attempt to say; but will 
only say “she did not live in vain.’’ 
Whilst the meat of the black breeds are much firmer than 


that of their white kinsmen, all can be equally improved by 
greater care in the selection of their food; and in no State 
could a finer variety of pork be produced than could be in 
California with the refuse of your many fruits and _ berries. 
The flesh of the hog could be so modified that it would be 
unrecognizable by any but the expert. Let us of the East 
and West, move in the matter and convert our much abused 
porker into a delicate morsel for the palate of the epicure. 
Brilliant, Ohio. _ TRIXIE. 


Advertising. 


Southern California is at present being extensively advertised 
by the Eastern press in a way objected to by the press of this 
section. Yet, it is a most effective way, and one which will 
prove of vast benefit to the Pacific Coast. It tends to dis- 
courage a class of unenterprising, shiftless fellows, who will 
henceforth stay in their grandfather’s tracks,and congratulating 
themselves on not having been “took in” by the California 
“boom.” This is in itself a blessing to California. . We do 
not want that class of inhabitants; but we have to thank repre- 
sentatives of that class for this gratuitous advertising of our 
State. 

Statements made in favor of Southern Califurnia have been 
widely published. and these statements are strongly backed by 
truth—by facts which any enterprising stranger can easily 
verify. 
either by utter falsehoods or half-truths. The rapid develop- 
ment and building-up of Southern California has been the 


direct result of the first, backed by the truth. This develop- 
ment of our remarkable natural resources will continue as an 
indirect result, in part, from the statements backed by false- 


_ hoods and half-truths in the reaction sure to follow, by the en- 


ergetic learning the whole truth for themselves. 


Statements intended to injure our prospectsare backed . 
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NATE CHAUNCEY'S LUCK. 


Nate Chauncey was the son of a country merchant, well-to- 
do in this world’s goods. He was an intelligent boy, and the 
At the time I am writing he is about 
sixteen years of age. Soon after Nate’s fifteenth birthday his 
mother fell sick and died. | Her death completely prostrated 
the aged father, who was never himself again. When the es- 
tate was settled, and his father’s affairs looked wp, they were 
found in a bad condition: After all debts were paid Nate 
found he had his aged father to support. The dwelling-house 
was sold for a few thousand, that being all that was left of the 
property of Silas Chauucey; and a small cottage was purchased 
in the suburbs of Mobile. 

Nate was one day looking over a newspaper when he came 
across this singular advertisement: 


For every one million postage stamps, I will board, clothe 
and educate an orphan until old enough to support itself. 
Also for every one million postage stamps sent me, I will find 
a home for either an old lady or gentleman, in either New 
York, Cincinnati or London, and pay all expenses, etc., etc. 

- Stettin, Germany. [GNEz. 


Nate was astonished, and perused the advertisement over 
several times before he could collect his thoughts. | He would 
now find a home for his father, he thought. and it would be 
comparatively easy. Nate’s father, when in business, was in 
the habit of sending and receiving large numbers of letters, 
and had saved them all. Nate knew it, and immediately be- 
took himself to the garret. He then commenced to search for 
By night he had found nearly three thousand, which 


pride of his parents. 


consisted of a good many different kinds. 
one ona slip of thin paper about two and a halfinches long by 
nearly an inch in width, and on it these words were printed, 
“James M. Buchanan, 5 Cents.” Now Nate had never seen 
one like that before, and he thought it was a queer stamp; but 
he put it among the rest and put them away for that day. The 
next day he planned to go to the neighbors and ask to look 
over all old letters, etc. That day he found, many stamps; 
many that he had never seen before. The next day was Sunday, 
and while he was reading the Suzday World heread of a great 
postage stamp swindie by adealer in Sttetin, Germany. — That 
was the placeto which he was tosend the stamps; but now he was 
thankful that he had not found any more stamps than he _ had, 
and that he had not sent them. The next day while at school 
he told his singular experience to the boys and the teacher. 
Now the teacher happened to be a stamp collector. He 
offered to buy Nate’s stamps, and promised to come over to 
look at them and make him an offer. The short and tall of 
it was that he found numbers of rare stamps among them, 


and being honest, he told Nate what they were worth. Nate 
lost no time in telling his father of his good luck, and before 
another new moon Nate had a bank account of $2,000 and a 
promise of more from the teacher as soon as the remainder of 
the stamps were sold. W. L. Bascock, 


During the first three months of 1888, Book Chat has in- 
dexed 524 new American and English works, reviewed 124 
new books, indexed 3,627 magazine articles contained in 799 
periodicals, and noted 145 French, 115 German, 34 Spanish 
and 52 Italian books.—Brentano’s Publishers, 5 Union Square, 
a eae 


Among them was” 


Among the Magazines. 


Mr. George Kennan will tell in the May Century how he 
came to go to Siberia on the Cextury expedition. Mr. Ken- 
nan had spent some time in Siberia already in connection with 
the overland telegraph scheme, and in the summer of 1884 
he made a preliminary excursion to St. Petersburg and Mos- 
cow for the purpose of collecting maierial, and ascertaining 
whether or not obstacles were likely to be thrown in his way 
by the Russian Government. He-returned in October, fully 
satisfied that his scheme was a practical one. He therefore 
sailed from New York to Liverpool in May, 1885. __ He says: 
“All my prepossessions were favorable to the Russian Govern- 
ment and unfavorable to the Russian Revolutionists.” He 
adds that this “partly explains the friendly attitude toward me 
which was taken by the Russian Government, the permission 
which was given me to inspect prisons and mines, and the 


comparative immunity from arrest, detention and imprison- 
ment which I enjoyed, even when my movements~ and as- 
sociations were such as justly to render me an object of sus- 
picion to the local Siberian authorities.” 


John Burroughs writes in his usual entertaining way of 


‘Hasty Conclusions in Science,’ in Zhe Chautauguan for May. 


The May issue of Zhe Chautauguan contains an outline of 


the work to be done at Chautauqua in the coming summer. 
It is an attractive and strong outlook. At least one new de- 
partment of promise will be introduced, the Chautauqua School 
of the English. Bible. The ‘Teachers’ Retreat and the College 


of Liberal arts are strongly manned; the list of lecturers.for 


both July and Augurt fairly bristle with great names; and the 
entertainments and music include a large variety to meet both 

popular and classic taste. ‘The good judgment, the fine cul- 
ture and the popular ‘touch’ which have always characterized 

the arrangement of the Chautauqua programs are fully shown. 
again this year. 


. Newspapers in /888. - 


From the edition of George P. Rowell & Co.’s ‘American: 
Newspaper Directory,’ published April 2d (its twentieth year),. 
it appears that the Newspapers and Periodicals of all kinds- 
issued in the United States and Canada, now number 16,310; 
showing a gain of 8go0 during the last twelve months, and of 
7,136 in ten years. - 

The publishers of the Directory assert that the impression 
that when the proprietor of a newspaper undertakes to state 
what has been his exact circulation, ‘he does not generally tell 


the truth is an erroneous one; and they conspicuously offer a 
reward of $100 for every instance in their book for this year, 
where it can be shown that the detailed report received from a 
publisher was untrue. 


How to Carve a Fowl, 


The Arabs know how to carve a fowl without having the 
bird migrate all over the table and finally land in the lap of 
one of the diners, says a traveler. Five Arabs seat themselves 
around a large bowl of rice surmounted by a fowl. ‘Two seize 
the wings with their fingers, and two the legs, and simultane- 


ously tearing these off, leave the carcars to the fifth, It must 
be a bad omen to have six men at the table when the fowl is- 
carved in this fashion—that is, bad for the sixth man, if he is- 
fond of fowl.—California Cackler. 
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Giants Among Small Things. 


Were we to write of the geological predecessors of the ex- 
isting species, volumes would be required to produce anything 
like an adequate description. Two examples from the past, 
however, will be better than none, and may induce the reader 
to delve more deeply into the mysteries of that fascinating 
science, Geology. 

The lobster of the present era, as commonly seen, does not 
exceed five pounds in weight, and is oftener less; though whén 
arrived at full maturity their weight is about ten pounds, But 
going back countless ages to the early Devonian’ era, we be- 
hold what may truly be termed a prince of lobsters. This 
giant crustacean, which is called Pterygotus, attained the length 
of six feet and was two feet in breadth. Its 
armed with powerful claws, and in many ways did it possess 
double advantage over its modern congener. It possessed two 
pair of eyes-—a large pair on the front of its head and a 


antenne were 


smaller pair on the top. For perfect mastication it was pro- 
~vided with four pair of great serrated jaws. 
a powerful paddle, enabling it to swiftly pursue its prey; while 
if attacked by any predaceous superior, it could, by striking 
the water with its broad tail, retreat with the rapidity of an 


arrow, 


On each side was 


The Triassic period furnishes another example in a spécies 
-of frog, which sometimes attained a size fully equal to an ox. 
No complete remains of the Labyrinthodon, as it is called, 
‘have been found, but enough to fully establish its character. 


page The mouth was furnished with numerous rows Of small but’ 


closely set teeth, and from this fact it derives its name. 
Conchology is not supposed to be replete with gigantic speci- 
mens, but in the archipelago of the Molucca Islands such spec- 
‘imens are by no means rare. 
weighing five hundred pounds, fasten themselves to the rocks 
~and can only be cut loose with an axe. ‘Their thick shells, five 
feet long, are used by the natives as bath tubs, ready cut and 
polished by nature. 
Another mollusc of prodigious size is the cuttle-fish, One 
-seen near the Canary Islands had a spread of arms of twenty 
feet, and weighed over four thousand pounds. 


A variety of sponge, known as Neptune’s Cup, grows onthe 
submarine rock, from three to six feet high. 
and wide top, symmetrically hollowed out, is an almost exact 
representation of a colossal drinking goblet. 

The marvelous delicacy of organization and still more mar- 
velous intelligence of insects has always been a cause of won- 
der and a source of admiration, and in this class also, we find 
extremes of strength and size. One species, the Goliath of 
Drury, is much larger than many kinds of our more common 
birds, which it would pitilessly strangle and devour, were it 
in his power to capture them. This entomological monster 
is, from the extremity of the-abdomen to that of the mandible, 
four inches long, and is one-half as broad, and armed with its 
‘strong bony coat of mail, it well deserves itsname. ‘The Mor- 
molyce, though measuring three and one-fourth inches in 
‘length, is not a powerful insect, and its source of protection 
lies in the resemblance of its green wings to the leaf of 
‘the plants among which it lives. The antene are nearly 
three inches long, making its extreme length about six inches, 


Their small stock 


Here the Tridacna, sometimes > 


¥ 


A species of butterfly exists in South America, the body 
of which is as large as that of a robin and its velvet 
wings, ornamented with the most ‘gaudy coloring, extend a foot 
across. 


Many spiders of the tropical world have a body three inches 
long and the circle of their legs six inches in diameter; and one 
species on the Amazon is five inches long. Some of these 
giant spiders are extremely active and will attack small birds 
and strangle them in their nests. One species quite numerous 
in Columbia, sometimes fasten on the neck of chickens and 
pigeons, seizing them by the throat and killing them instantly. 
Others of these spiders obtain their prey by weaving webs ‘so 
strong that the large butterflies and small birds, even, become 
helpless victims. | ‘Though in the temperate zone spiders are 
of repulsive appearance, numbers of those of the tropical 
world are radiant with the shine and metalic lustre of many 


and varied colors. 


In the botanical world the leaves and flowers of plants gen- 
erally attract us by their symmetry and regularity of outline, or 
the beauty and harmony of their color and their delicate but 
pleasant perfume. But if we transport ourselves again to the 
Amazon we find there the leaves of the Victoria regia, which 
display themselves upon the surface like immense plains of 
verdure, ‘These leaves are nearly circular and from eighteen 
to twenty-five feet in circumference. The upper surface is of 
a uniform and beautiful green; thus, when seen from a dis- 
tance, presenting the appearance of floating tables covered 
with velvet. ‘he frame-work of these leaves is so strong that 
a child can float on them, and they are nightly used as a cool 
resting place by the many aquatic birds of that region. 


The leaf of the great taliput palm which grows im India is 
so large that under its vast cover forty persons can shelter 
The leaf of this tree is sometimes fixed to the 
ceilings of museums of natural history, one leaf covering it 


themselves. 


completely. 


The flower.of the remarkable Victoria regia, the leaf of 
which has been referred to, was long considered the largest in 
the world. These brilliant rose and white blossoms often meas 
ure a yard in circuit and emanate a pleasing fragrance. 


But the flower of the gigantic Rafflesia Arnoldi is a perfect 
monster of vegetation and leaves all others far behind. On 
account of its mammoth proportions, botanists for along time 
refused to believe the existence of such a flower, and it was 
not until a specimen was sent to London and there examined 
that all doubts were dissipated. The flower ts composed of 
a fleshy mass weighing from twelve to fifteen pounds. “Its 
border, the-circuit of which is not less than ten feet, shows 
five lobes, forming a gaping excavation capable of holding a 
dozen pints.”. Its odor is unpleasant, having a carrion-like 
smell. In Sumatra and Java, where it is found, the natives 
almost make a divinity of it and clothe it with a supernatural 
power. 

But while the ignorant savage of the mighty works of nature 
creates a divinity, the naturalist recognizes in them the 
manifestation of an omnipotent Creator, whose works and 
wonders are everywhere displayed to the observing mind.— 
Chas. D. Pendell. 
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Epoch of the Mastodon in North America. 


The most interesting of the animals that have recently, (in a 
geological sense), become extinct, is probably the American 
Mastodon, (Mastodon gigantes) which, in connection with the 
Mammoth, or fossil Elephant, (Elephas primigenius) appears 
to have attained a great numerical development upon this 
continent at about the close of the Pleistocene, or the com- 
mencement of the Post-tertiary epoch. Geologists are enabled 
to determine with certainty the age at which these colossal her- 
biverous animals existed in this country, from the circumstance 
that their bones are found in a partially petrified or sub-fossil 
state, in superficial deposits, lying above the drift formation, as 
for example in peat-bogs or the mud and marl deposits of ex- 
isting ponds and lakes, the origin of which, it seems, cannot 
extend far back of the introduction of man upon this conti- 
nent. Some have thought that the mastodors and mammoths 
did not become entirely extinct in this country until after the 
advent of man, and find a support for their opinion in various 
traditions of the North American Indians, which represent 
their ancestors as warring against certain colossal animals, 
which are described as tree-eaters, and as never lying down, 
but leaning against a tree when they slept. Sir Charles Lyell, 
however, after a review of all the facts in the case, has arrived 
at the opinion that the period of the extinction of the masto- 
don, although geologically modern, must have been many 
thousand years ago, Judging from the distribution of 
their bones, the mastodons appear to have existed most numer- 
ously in the valleys of the Ohio and Mississippi, and from 
thence to have roamed as far to the northeast’ as New York. 
and New England. Their remains, however, have been but 
rarely found in New England, and it has been conjectured 
that the Hudson river may have acted as a barrier to their mi- 
grations. The mammoth, or fossil elephant, appears to have 
roamed over the same territories contemporaneously with the 
mastodon, but in much smaller numbers. In the Western 
States the bones of these animals are found most commonly in 
the low places around the salt-lick spots, that are still frequented 
by deer and other wild animals that come to lick up the saline 
waters, At one such locality in Kentucky, known as the ‘Big 
Bone Lick,” about twenty miles southwest from Cincinnati, it 
is estimated that the bones of roo mastodons and 20 mam- 
moths have been dug up, together with the bones of the meg- 
aloryx, buffalo, deer and other animals. The most complete 
skeletons of the mastodon have, however, been found in 
swamps and peat-bogs, in which the animals were probably ac- 
cidentally mired and suffocated. ‘The finest and largest skele- 
ton in existence was discovered by some laborers engaged in 
digging marl from a swamp in Newburg, N. J., in the summer 
of 1845. It occupied a standing position, with the head 
raised and turned to one side, and the tusks thrown upwards 
the position natural to a quadruped when sinking in the mire. 
In the place where the stomach lay, and partially enclosed by 
the ribs, there were found about seven bushels of vegetable 
matter—i. e., bruised and chopped twigs and leaves—which, 


without doubt, represented the food last eaten by the ani- 


mal. Some of these twigs, subjected to microscopical exami- 
nation, p those of a coniferous. tree, probably the 
white « keleton was purchased by the late Dr, 


John C, Warren, of Boston, and is now preserved in that city. 
Its dimensions are as follows: Length, twenty-five feet; height, 
twelve feet; length of tusks, ten feet. ‘Ihe total weight of the 
bones is 2,000 pounds, and so slightly changed are they that 
they still retain a large proportion of their animal matter. In 
some instances there have been found in connection with the 
skeletons of the American mastodon, tufts of hair of a dun- 
brown color, varying in length from two to seven inches—thus 
indicating that the animal, like the Siberian mammoth, might 
have been fitted to endure a climate considerably colder than 
that in which the present elephant lives. G. D. Story. 
Carterville, Mo. 


<a 


Opuntia Fruit as an Article of Food, 


One of the most attractive fruits in the markets of Mexico, 
and one that is always in demand is the fruit of the Opuntia,or 
Luna, as it is known to the Mexicans. Both the foreign and 


native inhabitants consume it, and with many it forms the 


_principal article of food for months in the year, 


The seeds of ‘some of the choicest varieties sold in the mar- 
kets of Mexico were obtained and are now being grown by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture for distribution in localities 
suited to their cultivation. The Zuza of the Mexicans must 
not be confounded with the Opuntias found in Arizona, New. 
Mexico and Southern California, the fruit of which is not 
utilized, 

What is known as the cactus belt of Mexico furnishes many 
very fine species of Opuntia adapted to cultivation. When 
brought together, and each variety receives a name, as other 
cultivated fruits are distinguished, they will severally be sold 
and esteemed for their respective merits. Then especial grow- 
ers of this cactus will appear and new varieties be produced 
by cross-fertilization and other means as in our northern fruits. 


The potato and tomato when first introduced were little 
valued because their qualities were unknown; now the world 
would not care to do without them. When man utilizes the 
Opuntia then that fruit will be prized wherever known. 


CULTIVATION, 


Scarcely a plant known to man requires so little care in its 
cultivation as the cactus. It will grow in nearly any soil, but 
best in light sandy or gravelly combinations, The Opuntia 
reaches the greatest perfection on the table-lands of Mexico, 
where owners of estates have assured me that they have real- 
ized beyond all expenses $3,000.00 to $5,000.00 annually from 
the sales of this fruit and its products, 

The Opuntia takes root readily when a piece of a plant is 
laid on the ground, or a little soil may be thrown on the top of 
a joint, so easily is it cultivated. It will stand considerable 
cold; and drought does not effect it beyond causing the plant 
The dryness 
during the most protracted drought seems to increase the 
sweetness of the fruit. 


to wilt at times, from which it quickly recovers, 


Give the Opuntia one-tenth of the care in its cultivation that 
the peach requires and it will repay you with a delicious fruit 
that lasts for a much longer period for market; one better for 
shipment; one with good keeping qualities. No insects to mo- 
lest it, no dangers from frost, as it blossoms after the time of 
frost, and protected from thieves by its spines, you can enjoy 
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its fruit unmolested. ‘There are some who dislike all forms of 
cactus because of their spines, and consider them useless, but 
this is a mistake. All cactuses are useful to animals and birds 
and may be utilized by man, and the spines simply prevent 
their rapid destruction by animals that would greedily devour 
these succulent growths were they not protected. 

REMOVING THE SPINES. 


When the fruit of the Opuntia is ripe the fine spines upon 
their surface are readily removed by taking a bunch of grass 
or any other suitable thing and switching the fruit, thus remov- 
ing easily the downy spines, which if not removed would cause 
n little pain for a short time in handling the fruit. I have seen 
persons born among the Zwmas catch the fruit suddenly near 
the summit and wrench them off with their fingers apparently 
without suffering any evil consequences. If the spines are not 
removed at gathering the fruit will have to be wiped before the 
rinds are removed to prevent pain to the operator. 

GATHERING THE FRUIT. 


There are three methods resorted to in gathering Opuntia 
fruit: one, with the hands; second, by wooden tongs; third, 
with a knife. The first method can only be resorted to when 
the plants are low, or in gathering from the lower branches of 
atall plant. By taking hold of the fruit with the fingers and 
giving it a sudden twist it is at once detached. This is no 
doubt the best method of gathering for market, as there is less 

bruising, and if the ‘spines were previously removed can be at’ 


once packed for market or the “jackets’’ removed for immedi- - 
p J 


s ate use. The second method of gathering the fruit by means- 


of wooden tongs is, so far as the writer knows, only resorted 


to by Indians, who gather for their own consumption. 


The knife in the hands of an experienced gatherer can be 
made to detach a great quantity of fruit in a day. It is much 
used along the table-lands of Mexico on the great estates 
where the Opuntia grows to perfection; and the fruit by various 
means rendered profitable to the owners. The blade of the 
knife is made of steel and is inserted into the split end of a 
long strong stick, the length of which enables the gatherer of 
Tunas to reach with the knife blade the joints bearing ripe 
fruit. The plants are often eight to fifteen feet high. The 
fruit is arranged around the outer rim of the joints, so, when 
the gatherer brings the knife blade to the joint he separates by 
a quick turn that part bearing the fruit, and as quickly thrust- 
ing the blade into the severed part, brings it to the ground, 
when the fruit is soon denuded of its fine spines and removed. 
Plants present an odd appearance after theterminal joints have 
been thus removed, but suffer no injury and the fragments 
readily take root and form new plants. 


REMOVING THE SKINS FROM THE FRUIT. 


It is surprising what a quantity of fruit can be deprived of 
skins and prepared for the palate by one pair of experienced 
hands. A thin slice is removed from each end of the fruit; 
a slit is then made through the peeling along the length of the 
fruit. The fingers press downward quickly the separated skin 
leaving the pulpy fruit exposed in a tempting manner. Thus 
prepared the fruit is one of the sweetest, most nutritious and 
refreshing of fruits, mealy and juicy, most agreeable for the 
warmer seasons of the year in the United States. Especially 


is this fruit adapted for the breakfast-table, when the languid 


body needs something to aid digestion. If kept as cool as a 
watermelon it will prove far more agreeable than that fruit, 
being of a similar flavor with that of the strawberry added, and 
it is healthier, more nutritious and longer in season than the 
watermelon. 

This fruit is to be found in the Mexican markets* in abun- 
dance, and very cheap five months in the year, and is con- 
sumed by all classes and conditions of people. Wenders are 
to be seen along all the roads. Along the Mexican Central 
Railroad the earliest Zuza is ripe in June and the latest vari- 
eties disappear in November, and you are offered them in 
small dishes, with the epidermis removed, a thorn from the 
mesquit tree to carry the tempting morsels to the mouth. 


This fruit is finding its way all along the frontier of the 
United States, and this winter I saw some fine fruit on a stand 
in Jacksonville, Fla., for sale. 

Americans and foreigners consume this fruit with equal 
avidity with the Mexican and praise the flavor. When as well 
known in this country as in Mexico it will be utilized to the 
fullest degree. Dr. Epwarp PaLMeEr. 


A Vegetable Garden the Year Round. 


A gentleman, having had a fine mansion about completed, 
asked some friends of his to spenda few hours and come to 
see his place. After a hearty repast, they walked out to see 
the surroundings. ‘Their friend had a fine home, on a com- 
manding eminence, with a grand, extensive scenery before them. 
The grounds around this fine house were bare, and a little far- 
ther off, in a hollow, or as some call it, a gulch, was the modest 
house or cottage of a neat, thrifty mechanic, whose building, 
though not near so pretentious, had a neat and varied vegeta- 
ble garden—although it was winter-time in Southern California. 
He had fine beds of asparagus, cauliflower, red or pickling and 
Erfurt, also sugar-loaf cabbage, celery, lettuce, beets (which, 
with the red cabbage, formed a contrast with the green), onions, 
parsley, peas in flower and all stages, potatoes, rhubard or pie- 
plant, which takes the place of the small fruits, as gooseberry 
or blackberry (being tart), turnip, all of which are hardy, unlike 
corn, beans, melons, okra, etc., while the tomatoes, until this 
winter, has been a perennial in this locality. But such is the 
endless variety that may be grown, month after month, except, 
perhaps, it is not well to sow the two hottest months; but with 
plenty of water for irrigating, may be successfully done, But 
this hard working man managed to have plenty of nice fresh 
vegetables on his table. What can be nicer than one’s own 
peas, and plenty of them ?—good fresh pulled are healthier and 
better in summer than the heavier diets or meats, especially of 
cattle fed on wild feed—as home or artificial fed cattle are 
richer in nitrogenous matters. But I am digressing from my 
subject. 


The wife and children did the weeding and watering of this 
neat, well stocked vegetable garden, besides a neat well filled 
floral garden, of which the permanent flowers and flowering 
shrubs we may mention in our also a list of the 
vegetables that man got in, and garden work of each month in 
general, in an abstract way; also fruit culture. 


M. J. O'BYRNE. 


next ; 
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(From the West American Scientist.) 


A Few Words About Trees of British Columbia. 


The great island of Vancouver, the largest isle on the west 
coast of America, surrounded by many satellites of smaller 
order, especially in the Strait of Georgia, and the mainland of 
the province, compare favorably in respect of forests, to any 
State, province or county either in North America or in Europe. 
This great and magnificent province of British Columbia, now 
brought in communication with eastern parts of the Dominion 
through the Canadian Pacific Railway, contains such a variety 
of plants from the magnificent Douglas fir to the modest cow- 
slips that the future botanist of British Columbia, will find here 
a most luxuriant field of study for his whole branch of science. 

The short account of some of the trees and other plants 
given here is written with the purpose that the numerous read- 
ers of the “ West American Scientist”? may form an idea about 
the magnitude of botanical life in this remote province. ‘The 
writer of these lines is but a short time in British Columbia, 
consequently the account of plants will be found to be very 
deficient ; still the author will eudeavor to collect as many facts 
as possible, either from his own observations or from those of 
other competent persons, or from facts gathered from the Gov- 
ernment Department of Agriculture. As the author has no 
competent manual under his hands, he trusts, therefore, to his 
memory for the Latin nomenclature of tree:; consequently, 
shall any mistakes be found, he hopes that they will be excused 
by the readers, for errare humanum est. 

In the province of British Columbia the coniferze are to be 
found in great profusion. Between them the first place belongs 
to the Douglas Spruce, sometimes called Douglas fir, Douglas 
pine, and Oregon pine (Abies Douglasii) or (Pseudotsuga 
Douglasii), a magnificent tree, often over 250 feet high and 30 
feet in circumference, and whose bark is sometimes nine or ten 
inches in thickness. ‘This tree grows very rapidly, and is dis- 
tinguished by the woodman into two kinds, yellow and red. 
The first has a reddish-yellow, knotty heart, and is less durable 
than the red one. Pseudo tsuga Douglasii grows mostly in the 
southern parts of the province, also on the mainland coast and 
on Vancouver Island, but is not to be found on Queen Char- 
lotte Islands. 

Menzies or Western Spruce (Picea Sitchensis or Abies Men- 
ziesii), very similar to the Abies Douglasii, grows chiefly on the 
coast, and is found also in the Gold and Selkirk ranges. The 
wood is white, and the tree grows to a very large size. 

The Western Hemlock or Hemlock Spruce (Psuga Mertensi- 
ana or Pinus Canadensis) occurs on the coast, also on Fraser 
river and the Selkirk and Gold ranges. On Queen Charlotte 
Islands it reaches the height of 200 feet. Its timber splits 
obliquely, and decays in the atmosphere, but the bark is very 
valuable for tanning. 

Engelmann’s Spruce (Picea or Abies Engelmanni) occurs in 
the eastern and interior parts of the province, and forins dense 
forests in the mountains to the level of nearly 4,000 feet in ele- 
vation. The tree is very tall and straight, and the wood durable. 

The Great Silver or Western White fir (Abies or Picea 
Grandis) clings to the coast, but reappears also in the southeast 
of the province. It is a large tree, but the wood is soft. Adzes 
or Picea Amabilis, a species most resembling it, grows in the 


valley of the Fraser river, and on Silver Mountain, Yale. This 
tree is in some cases confounded with Ades Subalpina or 
Mountain Balsam. 

The Mountain Balsam (Abies Subalpina) is found in the 
interior of northwest America, in the Gold and Selkirk ranges, 
in the Rocky Mountains, and in the northern portion of the in- 
terior plateau; sometimes in localities nearly reaching 4,000 
feet in elevation. 

The Mountain Weymouth or Western White Pine (Pinus 
monticola, and occasionally Pinus strobus, var. monticola) is 
found in Columbia River region, and also in the interior of 
Vancouver Island. It makes excellent masts, and its wood re- 
sembles that of the eastern white pine. 

The so-called White-barked Pine (Pinus albicantis) is a 
small tree, and grows in very great elevation. Not always dis- 
tinguished from this species is Pénus flexilis or the Rocky 
Mountain Pine. 

The Yellow Pine, sometimes called “red’, and “pitch pine,” 
is Pinus ponderosa, var. scopulorum. It is a magnificent tree, 
remarkable for the heaviness of its timber. Its bark is reddish- 
brown, and half the shaft branchless. It is found in the dry 
regions of the mainland, and on the slopes up to 3,000 feet. 


The Scrub Pine (Pinus contorta) is a coast tree, and grows 
on sandy dunes and rocky points. ‘The “interior” variety of 
this tree, the so-called Black Pine (Pinus Murrayana) extends 
further north than any other pine ;-it-covers great areas of poor 
soil, and sometimes is found on the hills over 3,500 feet high. 
In the interior of British Columbia the trees are 100 feet in 
height, but their diameter is only about two feet. © 


The Western Cedar, also called “red” or “ giant”’ cedar, 
(Thuya gigantea) abounds on the Columbia river, on the Gold 
and Selkirk ranges, along the coast, and also in the northern 
interior. It is a stupendous tree, sometimes 150 feet high and 
15 feet thick, but generally hollow. The wood is reddish-yel- 
low, and splits easily into plank, and is used for shingles. The 
Indians use it for canoes, and out of its fiber they weave their 
blankets. 

The Yellow Cypress, commonly called yellow cedar, (Thuya 
excelsa) grows principally on the coast, also inthe interior of 
Vancouver Island and on the west coast of Queen Charlotte 
Islands. It is of a pale-yellow tint, and has a strong resinous 
smell, so that the voracious toredo will not attack it. It is used 
for ornamental purposes, and also for boats, and the Indians 
use it for making their carved totem-stick. 

The Red American Larch or Western Tamarack (Larix oc- 
cidentalis) is a noble tree, and its timber is highly valued. It 
occurs on the interior, on the Gold and Selkirk ranges, and in 
the Rocky Mountains. 

The Mountain Larch (Larix Lyallii) grows in the Cascade 
and Rocky Mountains, and forms the last belt of timber above 
7,000 feet high. ‘There is a third species of larch in British 
Columbia. It is the Black Larch (Larix Americana) which 
grows in the Rocky Mountains, in the Peace River region. It 
is a very small tree. The /umzper, or Western Red Cedar, 
(Juniperus occidentalis) abounds in the Columbia Valley, on 
the east coast of Vancouver Island, and also along the shores 
of the lakes in the interior. ‘The Common Juniper (Juniperus 
communis, var. Alpina) is found from the Rocky to the sum- 
mit of the Selkirk Mountains. 
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Among other trees, valuable as hardwood, the most import- 
ant is probably the Maple (Acer macrophyllum), found on 
Vancouver and Queen Charlotte Islands, and also on the main- 
land coast up to 55°. It is a magnificent tree, and grows to a 
very large size. The Vine Maple (Acer circinatum) yields 
strong, white wood, suitable for helves. It is very common in 
the valley of the Fraser River, on the west coast and on Van- 
couver Island. The Zorrey (Acer glabrum) grows chiefly on 
the west side of the Rocky Mountains, about the sources of the 
Columbia, and on Vancouver Island. ‘The Yew (Taxus brevi- 
folio) occurs on Vancouver {sland, in the vicinity of Fraser 
River, and sparingly on Queen Charlotte Islands. The wood 
is tough and of a beautiful rose color. ‘The Alder is abundant 
everywhere in the province. The Western or Red Alder (Al- 
nus rubra) is a large tree in the valley of the Fraser River, and 
in the coast ranges and islands. The Mountain Alder (Alnus 
‘ rhombifolio) is common in the southeast of the province. The 
Common Alder (Alnus incana, var. Virescens) in the Rocky 
Mountains, and the Green Alder (Alnus viridis) in the north- 
ern districts of the province. The Crab or Wild Apple (Pirus 
rivularis) occurs -in the valley of the Fraser, on the coast and 
on Vancouver and Queen Charlotte Islands. Its wood takes 
a good polish. From the Birch family we find the Western 
Birch (Betula occidentalis) very common in the Columbia 
Valley. The Dwarf Birch (Betula glandulisa) a small shrub, 
abundant all over the mainland; and the Canoe Birch (Betula 
papyrifera) which grows on Vancouver Island and in the region 
of the Fraser and Peace rivers. It is used by the Indians for 
baskets, boxes, canoes, etc. Fees é 


_ Except a few small trees, a mile and a half above Yale, on 
the Fraser, the only oa& in the province is the Western White 
Oak (Quercus carryana), which is found on Vancouver Island, 
chiefly in its southeastern part. It is sometimes 70 feet high 
and three feet in diameter, though many of the trees are scrub- 
by. “The Westering Flowering Dogwood (Cornus nuttallii) is 
very common in the neighborhood of Yale and around Victo- 
ria, Vancouver Island. Cornus pubescens is abundant also at 
Victoria and in the Fraser River valley. The wood of the 
dogwood, or dogberry as it is sometimes called, is used for 
inlaying and ornamental work. The Arbutus or Madrona 
(Arbutus menziesii), sometimes 50 feet high and 20 inches in 
diameter, is chiefly found on Vancouver Island and neighbor- 
ing isles; in the vicinity of Victoria, on the Esquilmalt road, 
arbutus is very common. It is a beautiful tree, with evergreen 
leaves and reddish bark. ‘The Bearderry (Arbutus or Arctos- 
taphylos uva ursi) is a small trailing and evergreen shrub, grow- 
ing in dry and rocky places, chiefly in the northwest of the 
province. The berries are mealy and form a principal part of 
the food of bears, grouse and prairie chickens. Arctostaphylos 
tomentosa grows in dry and rocky localities of southern British 
Columbia and’ on Vancouver Island. 


From the Poplar family, the American aspen or Tremulus 
poplar (Populus tremuloides) abounds in the interior, and also 
in the north. It reaches sometimes a thickness of two feet. 
The other varieties of poplar in British Columbia are common- 
ly calied the cottonwood; Populus trichocarpa is common in 
Columbia and Fraser River valleys. Populus monilifera and 


Populus balsamifera are to be found in the northern and 


, 


northeastern parts of the province, and also in the valley of the 
Lower Fraser. 

Herewith I conclude this article on some of the trees in 
British Columbia. It is only a general outline I give to the 
readers of the “West American Scientist,” though in some fu- 
ture time I intend to furnish a careful description of all plants, 
if possible, which are to be found in this magnificent province. 

M. LOPATECKI. 


—_—_______. 2- 


Editorial. 


The inauguration of Horace Davis as president of the Uni- 
versity of California took place on March 23rd, 1888, in the 
We acknowledge an invitation to be 


Harmon Gymnasium. 
present—received after the occurrence. 


Dr. Edward Palmer, of the Smithsonian Institution, con 
tributes two interesting articles to this issue, which will well re- 
pay a reading. We have also to thank him for some seeds of 
Cucurbita ficifolia, Buche, from Mexico, where it is much cul- 
tivated for its fruit, and is known as the cidra cayote or chidra 


cayote. It bears a fruit about a foot in length, somewhat re- 


‘sembling a watermelon in appearance, with a hard outer shell, 


the contents of a white, fibrous character. It keeps for many 
months without decay, and one of the finest preserves is made 
from the inner fibrous portion. Any one desiring to test this 
new vegetable in this vicinity can obtain a few seeds of the 
editor for trial, the results of the trial to be reported to this 
magazine. 

From the same source we have a few seeds of Coesalpinea 
pubcherrima, from Batopila, Mexico, where it is a native. It. 
is described as one of the showiest and easiest cultivated 
of the plants of that region, and is grown in many gardens in 


Mexico. 


The 1779 Cent. 


Phis cent is deemed by numismatologists as being very rare 
and valuable; fine specimens of which will command a greater 
premium than those of the cent of 1793, in the same condition 
of preservation, to which, from their extreme scarcity, much 
value is attached. ‘The number of this coin issued amounted 
to 904,585—no insignificant sum. Their scarcity, however, 
is attributed to a shipment to the coast of Africa, by a Salem, 
Mass., firm, of several hundred thousand, on an order from that 
country, where, being punched with holes, they were bartered 
away, probably to the chief—certainly not to the negroes— 
and subsequently used as ornaments by the natives, being sus- 
pended from the neck by a string, and showing to what good 
account so slightly valuable a thing as a copper cent may be 
applied by the sagacity of our countrymen. Of the few of 
these cents to be found, it is very difficult to procure perfect 
specimens. The copper of which they were composed was 
rendered very inferior by too much alloy, which gave them a 
very rough and uneven surface—perhaps the result of the cop- 
per being burnt in smelting. 


The great value of these cents among numismatologists has 


.led to an attempt at counterfeiting them by altering those 


issued in 1798 by means of acid or the graver—the former be- 
ing the more successful, Both are readily exposed by the use 
of a glass. 
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The Republic of Salvador. 


Duly a little over thirty miles south of San Jose de Guate- 
mala begins the Republic of Salvador, the smallest, though the 
second in point of population of the countries of Central Amer- 
ica. ‘The little republic is, indeed the most densely populated 
country in both Americas, with exception, perhaps, of some of 
the lesser Antilles, for the Salvadorian Republic contains only 
an area of a little over 7,000 English square miles, while the 
number of inhabitants is nearly 800,000. 

Salvador was always regarded as a. very rich country, and 
before the conquest was called by the natives ‘Cuscatlan,” or 
the land of abundance. The country was already at that pe- 
riod very densely populated, and its inhabitants are warlikeand 
fierce. ‘They defended their independence in such a spirit that 
it required all the energy of such a man as Pedro Alvadaro to 
conquer and to bring them under the Spanish dominion. 


Nowadays, though Salvador suffered and suffers still from 
constant wars and insurrection, the country is fairly prosper- 
ous, well governed and the best educated republic of Central 
America. Agriculture is extensively and successfully prac- 
ticed, and the export of the products of the country is aug. 
menting every year. 

As I leave the shores of Guatemala and approach those of 
Salvador I remark the difference of both countries. The coast 
of Guatemala is low and sandy with the mighty chain of the 
Andes far in the interior; that of Salvador is high and rocky 
and of volcanic origin. There is no sandy beach here, but the 
hills descend to the water edge and form a steep fantastic 
shore, not barren and wild, but green and covered with a 
crown of the most exquisite trees and parasitic plants. 


The first harbor I meet on the coast of Salvador is Acajutla. 
It is a considerable town as the export place of the north- 
western part of the republic. It is connected by railway 
with the city of Sonsonatte, further in the interior, one of the 
most important places in the republic. : 

Acajutla looks half like a city and half like an Indian vil- 
The houses as usual are low, but the streets are paved. 
I believe that even the streets of San 


lage. 
But what a pavement! 
Francisco have a better pavement than those of Acajutla. It 
is a torment for the poor barefooted Indians to walk on those 
streets, and even those who use shoes or boots are very anx- 
ious to avoid them. 

The houses of Acajutla, and especially outside the town 
proper, form a very curious sight. They are constructed of 
bamboo or rather coyoles branches and are protected by enor- 
mous and very high fences. | But those fences are neither of 
wood, nor of stone or wire, but of cactus. 
especially the giant cardon grows here to an enormous size and 
very rapidly. Planted around the house in a short time it will 
grow to a considerable height and will form a most magnifi- 
No animal and no snake can force 


The cactus and 


cent and durable fence. 
such a formidable fence and the inmates of the house can rest 
secure. Sometimes the giant cardon reaches the stupendous 
height of 60 feet, and when this is the case, you cannot 
see the house, but only a green and high palisade of tall and 
prickly cacti. ; 

From Acajutla to La Libertad the shore of Salvador is 
known under the name of Costa del Balsamo, or Balsam 


Coast. It is a magnificent part of the republic, green and 
fresh, fragrant from the odor of numerous gorgeous flowers, 
watered by many mountainous creeks, covered with numerous 
haciendas aud fincas. The hills,not too high or too steep,run in 
soft undulations to the shore, while-toward the east they be- 
come higher and higher until they meet the principal chain of 
the Andes. The Balsam Coast itself produces indigo, sugar, 
cotton, tobacco, coffee and maize, and is of extreme fertility. 
But the glory of the coast is the famous balsam, known as 
“Balsam of Peru,” which is produced in the woods of this 
coast in such quantities that over 30,000 pounds are annually 
exported. 

Speaking about balsam, I must mention that under this term 
we understand now the balsams of Peru and of Tolu. Both 
balsams have a very fragrant odor and they are used in confec- 
tionery, in perfumery and especially in medicine. The two 
balsams mentioned are very similar to each other in their 
properties and both are produced by trees of the genus 
Myroxylon or Myrospermum of the Leguminosae, Myrosper- 
mum perutforum, commonly called the Quinguino, grows in 
abundance in Central America, and chiefly from this beautiful 
tree is prepared the celebrated balsam of the coast of Salva- 
dor. Myrospermum toluiverum is a very similar species to 
the former, but grows mostly on the banks of the Magdalena 
river and in the mountaius of Venezuela and New Granada. 
The mountains of Tolu gave the name to this balsam. ; 

At the end of Costa del Balsamo we meet the’ fair town of 


La Libertad, the second harbor on the coast of Salvador. The 
scenery around the town is magnificent; in fact the prettiest on 


-the coast, for just behind the harbor begin the ‘hills, covered 


with the most costly woods and with magnificent fruit-bearing 
trees of the tropics. The cool stream, the river Chillama, runs 
close to the town; and on its banks the ‘luxuriant vegetation 
reigns in its supernatural beauty. Over the houses of the 
town tower the high cocoanut trees laden with fruit, and close 
to them lingers the graceful curica, papaya, ceiba, henisaro, 
mata-palo, guayago del monte, guiscoyol, mahogany and_nis- 
pero form dense groups; feathery, delicate leaves of banana 
and plaintains shine with the color of purest emerald under the 
glowing sun, and the tall columnar cardon cactus shoots like 
an arrow towards the blue sky. 


The town of La Libertad is a small, delightful place, com- 
posed of low adobe houses, surrounded by luxuriant gardens. 
It is the harber of San Salvador, the capital of the Republic, 
and all merchandise destined to that place has to go through 
La Libertad. The coach runs from the harbor to the capital, 
which is situated further in the mountains, on a high volcanic 
plateau. ; 

San Salvador is now a fine and well-built city, though it has 
none of its former splendor. In1854it was a magnificent city, 
with many churches, palaces and splendid buildings, but on the 
night of April 16th, of that year,it was co1.pletely destroyed by 
one of those terrific earthquakes which are so frequent in Cen_ 
The city was rebuilt and was again partly de- 
It remains,however, always the seat of gov- 


tral America. 
stroyed in 1873. 
ernment and the capital of the republic. 

The inhabitants of San Salvador pride themselves on being 
the.most polished and the most cultured in Central America. 
They read a good deal and study much, and are, without 
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question, better posted on all social and political questions 
than are their neighbors of Honduras or Guatemala. Theladies 
study also a little and willingly discuss all known to them, or 
unknown questions with anybody who happens to come in 
their way. With strangers they are free, bold and very anx- 
ious to know what the ladies in other countries do, how they 
dress and how they spend their time. The Salvadorian ladies 
flirt little more than their sisters in other Spanish-American 
republics, and are very anxious to marry early. In fact, it is 
regarded as a disgrace if the lady does not marry. ‘The Salva- 
dorian ladies compare favorably with their sisters in Guatema- 
la or Nicaragua. They are affectionate; generous, but quick- 
tempered; brilliant, but superficial; vain and vacillating; coura- 
geous in the highest degree, but capricious. They like the 
song and dance, but not so much as the ladies of Leon. 


South of La Libertad the coast is very rocky and steep, and 
contains no harbors until we reach the beautiful gulf of Fonse- 
ca. In that magnificent expanse of water Salvador possesses 
the old Spanish town and harbor, of La Union. 


La Union has a suffocating climate, forthe harbor is land- 
locked and the fresh sea breeze has no show here. It is burn- 
ing hot everywhere and you breathe the air of a furnace. Had 
Charles Dickens been in La Union he would never have de- 
scribed Marseilles as he did in ‘Little Dorrit,’ for Marseilles 
compared with La Union would have been an arctic place. 
Here in La Union everything is hot; the wind, if there is any, 
the staring dusty streets, the sandy beach, and even the water 

within the harbor. Scarcely anybody walks on the streets at 
_ daytime; everybody who can remains at home smoking a cigar 
and swinging in a large, comfortable hammock, for the ham- 
-mock in this tierra caliente takes the place of a bed and even 
very often of a chair. 


Iva Union is a considerable but a very lazy and lifeless 
place. Only when a fair takes place—and this happens a few 
times every year—the inhabitants lose their lethargy and are as 
gay and frivolous as the inhabitants of Leon and Puntarenas. 
They sing and dance then and make love like veritable chil- 
dren of the sun. 

The Andes of Salvador form a highly volcanic central range 
with no less than sixteen volcanic peaks from four to eight 
thousand feet high. 
always in eruption, and the traveler can constantly see the fire 
and smoke, and hear the roar of ejected lava. Salvador pos- 
sesses also many lakes and rivers, as for instance the lakes 
Guija and Llopango and the rivers Lempel and San Miguel. 
There are many considerable cities and towns in the interior, 


The volcano Isalco near Acajutla is 


and among others are Sqsonatte, Santa Ana and San Miguel. 


The richness of the country consists mainly of the products I 
mentioned before, and especially of tobacco, the best in Cen- 
tral America. ‘Che mineral wealth is. not great, although 
there are some silver and iron mines near Santa Ana and 
‘Tabanco, 

The government of the republic is carried on by a presi- 
dent, vice-president and two ministers. The legislature con- 
sists 0. two chambers, an upper one oftwelve senators and a 
lower of twenty-four representatives.. ‘The standing army is 
only 1,000 men, though in case. of necessity everybody is 
called to arms. In’the last struggle with Guatemala (1885) 
Salvador in a short space of a few days had an army of 12,000 
men, and what an army it was the battle of Chalchnapa has 
sshown.—M, Lopatecki. 


_ for all to live. 


Editorial. 


A few years before the “boom’’ in Southern California we 
remember the enterprise of Chaffey Bros. in founding the town 
of Ontario, in San Bernardino county, where the corner-stone 
of the Chaffey Agricultural College was laid March 17th, 
1883, The California Press Association, at its meeting on 
the plains of Ontario at that time, adopted the following reso- 
lution unanimously: 


“Resolved, That for the generous and liberal hospitality 
this day extended, we hereby extend our hearty appreciation, 
and close with the sentiment that we may be spared to re- 
turn to this spot five years from this date and find, instead of 
an uninhabited piain, a colony of handsome women and 
gallant men, living in comfortable homes, beneath their 
own vine and fig tree, basking in the sunshine of a golden 
prosperity.” 

In accordance with the hope above expressed, the Ontario 
Land and Improvement Company issued invitations March roth 
to the Press of California to celebrate with them the fifth anni- 
versary of the colony of Ontario, The engineers’ railroad strike 
prevented our accepting the invitation received; but we are 
pleased to note that the day was pleasantly passed by the 
many who were able to be present. 


THE inauguration of the National City Water Works was 
fittingly commemorated the 19th of April at National City. 
Speeches were made by prominent citizens of National City 
and San Diego, reviewing the history of the construction of 
these works from commencement to completion, and two 
bands furnished music for the occasion. An exhibit was made 
of fruits grown on the lands embraced within the area now reach- 
ed by more than sixty miles of water mains, which are supplied 
from a reservoir containing an area of nearly 700 acres, ‘The 
enterprise has absorbed about one million dollars, and its com- 
pletion marks an era in the progressive development of San 
Diego county, of which we may well be proud. A model of 
the great dam at Sweetwater cafion was exhibited, with banks 
of beautiful roses lined with green grass, the water flowing over 
the miniature dam upon a bed of lilies. A finer display of 
roses could not have been asked for. Oranges and lemons 
were in lavish abundance, and apples and large, luscious straw- 
berries appeared in the exhibit. Quantities of callas, geraniums 
and palm leaves completed the flora: decorations. We can 
congratulate our sister city on her climate, soil and water— 
especially on her agua dulce; and hope she may soon have 
occasion to congratulate San Diego on an equally bountiful 
supply of pure mountain water from our great flume. 


A Glance at Books, 


Community Homes the right way, and the best way 
108 pp; price 25. cents; A. Longley, 2 -3N 
4th street, St. Louis, Mo. 

This book gives an explanation of the principles, organiza- 
tion and practical details of community homes, with common 


property, united labor, mutual support and equal rights to all, 
so as to secure much greater comfort and enjoyment to all the 
members than can possibly be obtained in the ordinary sepa- 
rate way of living. 
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Changes in the Color of Graoes Grown in Northwestern 
Mexico. 


BY DR. EDWARD PALMER, 

The village of San Jose de Guaymas is nine miles north of 
Guaymas proper. At the village are numerous gardens, which 
supply the city of Guaymas with fruit and vegetables. As there 
is no certainty when rain will fall, or the amount, the cultivators 
have recourse to wells. The soil has more the appearance of 
that found about old dry river beds than anything else, and one 
unacquainted with its quality would decide it was worthless ; 
but with water and heat, many of the finest varieties of grapes 
are grown—not surpassed in size of bunches or flavor of fruit 
by the grapes of California. 

Some kinds of grapes, known in other localities by their dis- 
tinctive colors, are here so modified or entirely wanting in their 
natural color as to be unrecognizable. 

FLAMING TOKAY, 


Here this beautifal grape belies its name, for it gradually and 
variously changes its color until the fifth year, when the original 
. color is an exception, and a greenish white is the new hue taken 
on. Sometimes all the bunches of a vine are of that color; on 
another vine a bunch may have a few berries}with a slight tinge; 
then another with three or four together nearly as deeply tinged 
as the original. ‘Then a large bunch may have a number of 
berries very slightly shaded, or there may be here or there one 
tinged; while several bunches on the same vine are not the 
least tinged. In fact, some entire vines, the fruit of which will 
be a greenish white, and would not be taken for what it re- 
ally is. 

OLD MISSION GRAPE, 

This grape is remarkable for its eccentricity of coloration. 
On the same vine and bunch, the berries may be of every shade 
of reddish black or purple to greenish white. On some vines 
all bunches will be nearly of the original color, while the 
bunches on another vine may be purely greenish white; or a 
vine will have a bunch or two variable in color. 


BLACK PRINCE. 


This well known black grape is seldom seen here in his gen- 
uine black dress, but in every shade of black or brownish black 
—or with the slightest tinge of those colors, or not at all col- 
ored, being more like the Sweetwater in hue, yet perfectly ripe. 
There are vines that grow side by side with the changeable 
ones, yet their fruit are not the least affected in color; for in- 
stance, the Sweetwater, Malvadeir, the Rhine-wine grape and a 
large one from the coast of Africa. Some of these, are as dark 
n their color, naturally, as the grapes before mentioned, that 
change color so variably, yet are not the least altered in hue; 
while the others last mentioned, some being white or nearly so, 
have no dark color infused through the berries. 

Why should the berries of certain dark-colored grapes be 
deprived of their usual color, and others, that are light in color, 
not have any dark shades added to them? Yet they grow in 
precisely the same soil and climate, and are watere] alike. 

We acknowledge a complimentary to the Tenth Annual 
Floral and Citrus Exhibition of the Santa Barbara County 
Horticultural Society. 


The Deer of Southern Lower California. 


Judge Caton, in his excellent work, “The Antelope and 
Deer of America,” Second Edition, year 1881, page 337, Says: 
“The mule deer in the Rocky Mountains is four times as large 
as in Lower California, which difference is also supplemented 
by the fact that the change in the antler is quite as great, for, 
on all of the small variety the antler has ceased to be bifurcated, 
but presents a spike like that of the yearling deer of the north; 
or if ever bifurcated, that feature is as rare as on the first ant- 
lers of the better developed variety of the north, and yet 1 do 
not hesitate to rank them in the same species, from their exact 
similitude in all other respects, according to the reliable in- 
formation received of them.” 


On page 1109, he refers to it as “a remarkable variety of the 
Mule Deer, found by Mr. John Xantus, as I am informed by 
Professor Baird, one of the most reliable collectors of the 
Smithsonian Institute, who forwarded several specimens to 
Washington, from Cape St. Lucas, Lower California. With all 
the other indicia of the Mule Deer, they are very diminutive in 
size, and have spike antlers about six inches in length? 4 
have not been able to learn that this diminutive mule deer has 
been met with except in the lower part of the peninsula, and 
the extent of ics habitat there is as yet uncertain.” 


I have no doubt that the specimens Xantus forwarded to the 
Smithsonian were yearling males, which are generally known as 
“Spike Bucks,’’ though I have not seen those specimens. 
There is but one species of deer in the Cape region, and that 
is a fine large animal, quite equal in size to the Mule Deer of 
the Rocky Mountains, and the males have antlers as perfect, 
as profusely branched, and not materially different from the 
antlers of the deer of California, of corresponding ages. 

I saw more than a hundred pairs of antlers in various parts 
of the Cape region, and of these but one pair deserves special 
mention. The unusual pair were from a “Capon,”—so the 


. hunter who had them said. They were vertical, thick, angular, 


very rough and in velvet. One prong was twelve inches long, 
the other three inches longer. 


It is well known that these unfortunates rarely or never have 
perfect antlers, consequently these exceptional antlers signify 
nothing. ; 

The Mexican hunters, of whom I inquired concerning the 
deer of the country, invariably told me there were “tres classes’” 
(three kinds) of males, which they distinguished by the antlers, 
and I supposed they said there were three species of deer there; 
but after I became convinced from much observation that there 
was but one species of deer in this part of the peninsula, I 
asked how many classes of females there were. “Uno, no mas,. 
Senor” (one, no more) was the invariable reply. 


I saw a skin at Miraflores, in possession of Senor Vidal Col- 
lins, which must have been taken from a deer that would have 
weighed over three hundred pounds, live weight, if in good 
condition ; and I shot a buck in the Victoria mountains, which 
probably weighed two hundred and fifty—so heavy, in fact, that 
Dr. H. ten Kate, myself and Francisco Amador, the guide, had 
much difficulty in dragging it, with united effort, up the cafion 
about one hundred yards, L. BELDING, 

March 6th, 1888, 
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“NONE OF OUR BUSINESS.” 


[A little girl was heard to finish her evening 
prayer with these words: ‘‘And I saw a poor lit- 
tle girl on the street to day, cold and barefooted, 
‘but it’s none of our business, is it, God ?”] 


None of our business 1 wandering and sinful, 
All through the streets of the city they go, 

Hungry and homeless in the wild weather— 
None of our business ? Dare we say so? 


None of our business! children’s wan faces, 
Haggard and old with their suffering and sin. 
(Hold fast your darlings on tender, warm bosom, 
Sorrow without, put the home-light within.) 


What does it matter that some other woman 
Some common mother, in bitter despair, 
Wails in a garret, or sits in a cellar, 
Too broken-hearted for weeping or prayer ? 


None of our business! sinfull and fallen, 
How they may jostle us close on the street ! 
Hold back your garments ! Scorn! they are used 
to it; 
Pass on the other side lest you should meet, 


None of our business! on, then, the music, 
On with the feasting, though hearts break for- 
lorn ; 
Somebody’s hungry, somebody’s freezing, 
Somebody’s soul will be lost ere the morn. 


Somebody’s dying (on with the dancing !) 
One for earth’s pottage is selling his soul; 

One for a bauble has bartered his birthright, 
Selling his all for a pitiful dole. 


Ah! but One goeth abroad on the mountains, 
Over lone deserts, with burning deep sands, 


_ Seeking the lost ones (it is His business !) 


Bruised though his feet are, and torn though 
His hands. 


Thorn-crowned His head and His soul sorrow- 
é stricken 
(Saving men’s soul’s at such infinite cost), 
Broken His heart for the grief of the nations, 
It is As business saving the lost. 
—Lend a Hand. 


— 
The Lime Kiln Club on Health. 


The Fourteenth Assistant Agriculturist 
of the Agricultural Department forwarded 
a communication in which he inquired 
what particular law of *“thyjean” the Lime 
Kiln Club followed to preserve its general 
health. If it had any particular rules laid 
down, or programme mapped out, the 
Government would like to have them. 


‘“‘De seckretary will answer dat we ar’ 
simply guided by common sense,” replied 
the president. ‘We wash our feet occa- 
shunally. We take a dip in the rain bar’l 
when it ar’ not too cold weather. We 
hand our green melons ober de fence to 
de nayburs. When it snows in July we 
put on our obercoats, an’ when the daisies 
blossom in January we lay aside our red 
flannel shirts. We neither stuff nor starv. 
If dis guv’ment wants to be healthy let it 
pour lager beer into a rat hole an’ cold 
water down its froat—eat less sweet-cake 
an’ drink mo’ buttermilk—sleep mo’ hours 
an’ do less poker playin’ —Detroit Free 
Press, 


. 


Don't Whine: 


Don’t be whining about not having a 
fair chance. Throwa sensible man out 
of-a window, he’ll fall on his feet and 
ask the nearest way to his work. ‘The 
more you have to begin with, the less you 
Money you earn 
yourself is much brighter than any you 
A scant 


will have in the end. 


can get out of dead men’s bags. 
breakfast in the morning of life whets the 
appetite for a feast later in the day. He 
who has tasted a sour apple will have the 
more relish fora sweet one. Your pres- 
ent want will make prosperity all the 
Eighteen pence has set up many 
a peddler in the business, and he has 
turned it over until he has kept his car- 
riage. As forthe place you are cast in, 
don’t find fault with that; you need not be 
a horse because you were born in a stable. 
If a bull tossed a man of mettle sky high 
he would drop down in a good place. A 
hard-working young man with his wits 
about him will make money while others 
will do nothing but lose it. 


Who loves his work and knows how to spare, 
May live and flourish anywhere. 


As to a little trouble, who expects to 
find cherries without stones or roses with 
out thorns? Who would win must learn 
to bear. Idleness lies in bed sick of the 
mulli-grubs, while industry finds health 
and wealth. The dog in the kennel barks 
at fleas, the hunting dog does not even 
know that they are there. Laziness waits 
till the river is dry and never yets to mar- 
ket. ‘Try’? swims in and makes all the 
trade. ‘“Can’t do it” would not eat the 
bread set before him, but “Try” made 
meat out of mushrooms.—/ohn Plow- 
man. 


sweeter. 


2 Conversation. 


Many years ago the famous and _ faith- 
ful Hannah More said: ‘‘In private we 
must watch our thoughts, and in society 


we must watch our words. And a higher 
authority, Psalm 50, verse 23, ‘tohim that 
ordereth his conversation aright will I 
show the salvation of God.’ And Paul 
said to the Phillippians: ‘Only let your 
conversation be as it becomes the Gospel 
of Christ.’ And in Proverbs we aretold: 
‘A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold 
in pictures of silver.” Also, ‘A word 
spoken in due season, how good 4t is.’ 


gee 
A Beautiful Sentiment. 

“‘T expect to pass through this life but 

once ; if, therefore, there be any kindness 

I can show, or any good thing I can do to 


my fellow human beings, let me do it now, 
let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall 
not pass this way again.” 


A Good Motto. 


For the home and the boys, first, last 
and all the time. 

What shall be done with the Saloon ? is 
the question of the day. Various are the 
answers. Regulate it, tax it, license it, 
prohibit it, are the answers that come from 
everywhere. All have been tried. It is 
found that regulation does not regulate, 
and that tax and license encourage the 
saloon by making it a monopoly. Prohi- 
bition in places has done much good. 
Against prohibition the cry is raised, “It 
doesn’t prohibit.” Why? Because offi- 
cers do not enforce thelaw. But they are 
improving in this respect in many locali- 
ties, and all over our broad land the peo- 
ple are arousing themselves. ‘They are 
beginning to realize that the deadliest foe 
the home has is the saloon. ‘The saloon 
must go” is the watchword. The fight is 
on. Voters, councils, assemblies and 
congress must take sides, and that soon, 


either for the home and the boys, or for 
the saloon. We are the boys and home, 
first, last and all the time.—/rom the 
Pacific Beach Magazine, San Diego, 


A Practical Way of Doing Good. 


-How often we forget that he that ‘‘ win- 
neth souls is wise.” A body of students 
from Edinburgh University resolved upon 
evangelistic work, hired a house in the 
worst part of the Scotch capital and took 
up their residence there. At first the peo- 
ple were sullen and suspicious. They did 
not want any psalm-singing and preaching. 
But the students had a different plan; they 
went quietly about their own affairs, living 
simply, yet showing their neighbors a high- 
er grade of comforf and cleanliness. When 
there was sickness in the vicinity some of 
the students who were studying medicine 
offered their services. Gradually this band 
of earnest young Christians won their way 
tu the hearts of these rough, abandoned 
people. Not a word was said about religion 
all this time. The brave fellows /ived the 
love of Christ instead of talking about it 
In the end they converted hundreds. 
There’s a philosophy in this plan which 
young people can understand. In doing 


philanthropic work remember those Edin- 


burg students.— Our Youth, 
?)— 


‘‘T send you my son C.O.D. with priv- 
ilege of examination,” wrote a business 


man to the principal of a well-known pre- 
RETE HOE 
Six days later the 


paratory school. 
return at my expense.” 
young man came back. 


satisfactory, . 


tk THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 


Humming Birds. 


There is no group of birds so interest- 
ing to the collector as the humming-bird, 
it being the smallest in size, the most gor- 
geously beautiful in color, and almost the 
most abundant in species of any single 
family of birds. They are found only on 
the continent and islands of America, and 
are found all the way from the Arctic 
regions in the north to Patagonia in the 
south, but are most abundant in Central 
America. 

There are over three hundred known 
species, and new ones are being discov- 
ered every year. They are called hum- 
ming-birds on account of the buzzing 
sound which they produce with their 
wings. Wood says: ‘So characteristic is 
this humming sound that it is not precise- 


‘ly the same in any two species, and in 


many instances is so very decided in its 
tone that a practiced and observant ear 
can often detect the species of a hum- 
ming-bird by the sound which it produces 
in flight.” One of the common species 
in North America is the ruby-throated 
humming-bird, so called on account of 
the ‘glowing metallic feathers that blaze 
with ruby lustre upon its throat.” ‘They 
arrive in Ohio about the roth of May, 
and usually come in pairs. About the 
first week in June they commence to build 
their nest, which is composed of a soft 
down taken from the stems of the fern. 
They usually cover the outside of the nest 
with lichens, thus giving it the appear 
ance of a mossy knot; so much so that I 
have spent nearly an hour looking for a 
nest after I had discovered by the actions 
of the bird which tree it wasin. Another 
fact is that of sixteen nests found in this 
vicinity in the past three years, all were 
found south of the main part of the tree. 
The eggs are two in number, white and 
nearly eliptical in shape, being of about 
equal sizes at both ends. 

Mr. Webber discovered a_ curious 
habit connected with their nesting. He 
frequently observed, while watching for 
their nests, that the ruby-throats, after 
leaving their station, shot suddenly and 
perpendicularly in the air until they be- 
come invisible. At last he had the pleas- 
use of seeing the female fall as from the 


sky upon the spot where she had built her 
nest, so that this curious habit of a as- 


_cending and descending seems to be used 


by the bird for the purpose of concealing 
the precise position of her nest.—Z. £. 
fayns. 


rience, 


One Step at a Time. 


I stood at the foot of a Swiss moun- 
tain which towered up from the foot of 
the Vispbach Valley to the height of ten 
thousand feet. It looked like a tremen- 
dous pull to the top. But I said to my- 
self, ‘Oh, it will require but a step ata 
time! Before sunset I stood on the sum- 
mit enjoying the magnificent view of the 
peaks around me, and right opposite to 
me flashed the icy crown of Weisshorn, 
which Prof ‘Tyndall was the first man to 
discover, by taking one step at a time. 
Every boy who would master a difficult 
study, every youth who hopes to get on in 
the world, must keep this motto in mind. 
When’ the famous Arago was a school 
boy he got discouraged over mathemat- 
ics. But one day he found on the waste 
leaf of the cover of his text book a short 
letter from D’Alembert to a youth dis- 
couraged like himself. The advice that 
D’Alembert gave was, ‘Go on, sir; go on.’ 
‘That sentence,’ said Arago, ‘was my best 
teacher in mathematics.’ He did go on 
steadily until he became the leading 
mathematician of his day, by going one 
step ata time. It was by such steady 
steps that Joseph made his way up from 
being an ill-used. lad until he became 
the noble ruler of Egypt. If. all of Jo- 
seph’s trials- and temptation had come 
on him at once they might have crushed 
him; but they came one at a time, and 


God helped him every time to con- 
quest. Just as certainly will He help 
you if you ask Him by prayer.—D*r. 
Cuyler. 


RS MS 
Begin. 

“Tall oaks from little acorns grow,’’ 
was doubtless repeated by children, who, 
if now living, would be centenarians, It 
is but to begin and continue in the right 
direction and the accomplishment of a 
purpose is secure, of which the following 
item is an evidence in point: 

“The Biblotheque Royale in Paris is 
said to have been founded in 1340. | It 
started with only twenty books, and 
has become one of the best European 
collections. It is especially rich in old 
manuscrfpts.” 

pe edie 

“The case is precisely the same with 
the science of human thought and philos- 
ophy, as with external life and daily expe- 
Nothing is more highly esti- 
mated in society, business or politics 


than an active and consistent character.— 
Schlegel, 


An Anthem Accurately Described, 


A correspondent who is obliged to 
listen every Sunday to a“hanthem,” which 
he denominates all Greek to him, thinks 
the following description of that familiar 
part of the service, which might mean so 
much, and which too ofter counts for 
little, good enougo to be reprinted. It is 
from the Troy Ztmes: 

Speaking of anthems reminds me of the 
story of two old British sailors, who were 
talking over shore experience. One had 
been to a cathedral, and had heard some 
very fine music, and was descanting par- 
ticularly upon an anthem which gave him 
much pleasure. His shipmate listened 
for awhile, and then said, “I say, Bill, 
what’s “What?” replied 
Bill, “do you mean to say you don’t know 
what a hanthem is?” ‘Not me.” ‘Well, 
then, ’lltell yer. If I was to say to yer, 
‘’Ere, Bill, give me that ’andspike,’ that 
wouldn’t be a hanthem. JBut was I to 
say, ‘Bill — Bill — Bill—giv—giv—giv— 


an anthem?” 


giv me, giv me that—Bill, giv me, give 
me.that hand, giv me that hand, hand- 
spike, spike—spike—Bill, giv—giv me 
that —that hand— handspike, hand— 
handspike, spike, spike, spike, “ah—men, 
ah—men; Bill, giv methathandspike, 
spike, ah—men! Why, that would be a 
hanthem.” . 


PANY “EELS RISES 


SQUIBS. 


‘“‘Tt’s no use to feel of me wrist, docth- 
er,” said Pat when the physician began to 
take his pulse, ‘‘the pain is not there, sir ;. 
it’s in my head entoirely.” 

Many a weary youth, sitting in his soli- 
tary room at midnight, and driving a big 
needle through a button with the back of 
a jack-knife, is wondering whether he will 
be doing his own sewing in 1889. 

A young man in Louisville, Ky., who 
smoked forty cigarettes a day, has just 
been declared an idiot by the courts. The 
interesting question of whether the being 
an idiot made him smoke the cigarettes or 
smoking them made him an idiot, was not 
positively determined by the jury. Per- 
haps it does not need to be. 


Home. 


Happier far than thou, 
With the laurel on thy brow, 
She who makes the humblest hearth, 
Lovely but to one on earth. 
—Mrs. Hemans, 
———_—_@—___—_—- 
‘Have communion with few, 
Be intimate with One, 
Deal justly by all, 
And speak evil of none.’ 


. 


THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 


RUBBER STAMPS 


ALMOST 


CIVEN AWAY! 


AGENTS’ PRICE LIST. 


Noiseless Self-InkerSe.. 6. sce ee cee eee scence teen eens $1.50 
ee by Dates circa coco beng ueents aes 2.00 
Model Daters......ciccceecceecereseeeseensssaneees 1.50 
Atlas Numerator....... SoS yas se atacmee wi iieje sibiee's 2.00 
Watch Case Stamp......0ecceee scene cece ences erens 1.25 
‘Tom Thumbs..... ee HARE RNP OC Bee ries 50C, 75C. 1.00 
Berlin Pen znd Pencil:.........-++-000: EOL a utes +30 
Se PED OM wikiek sistas seat os Carr arenas ee iors ainduitetanes 25 
Geis seo ee See SFC oe ee aim atte aie 50C. 75€. 1.00 
Knife Stamp...... 0. seen cect ce cesses ceneeererees 1.25 
Locket Stamp......-e0005 0 wees ceeessnereeecreces 1.25 
Charm Stamps: ...... cscs sere rece e cece eee eneee anes 1.25 
IMs Bec Mi: Bess oc viii osc dislece: sininins bite sheiwis.e)0-4hes 09 nie'0 4.00 
Pocket StampS.....2s..-se00- AR ee Te EN +25 to 75C 
Pencil Tips......- +--+: eeee secs ete e ceeeeees aeee25 tO 75C 
Midgets... 2. ..ccccceecseeeercescececeres cues 75¢ to 1.25 


INK AND PADS. 


x line, 20c. 2 line. 30c. 3 line, 35c. 4 line, 4oc, Addit- 
ional lines at 8c. per line. 


HAND STAMPS. 


FINO. Fy PadSien sees’ 2:0 wish toc | %& oz Ink. epireereaiae ae Ioc 
CY PENS TOMES Be 20C bi We ary Sone, ae See 20C 
ge Teter citeg bee ntoras aa 3oc SESS ht Saale Ss ahagre ot SOC 
Aas 9 areca tor eee 40 Inks any color. 

a ncaa rN Sr 50c 


Keystone Self-Inking Pads, 35, 50 and 75c. 


A 4A Font Solid Rubber Type, with Holder, Ink and 
Pads, all complete, 75c. With above you can make 1,000 
Rubber Stamps. 


LOOK HERE! 


A complete outfit for manufacturing Rubber Stamps, 
sent freight paid for $15.00. 
A small one for $10.00, 


Still smaller for $7.00. 


10,000 Agents Wanted 


Terms Free. Catalogue and present toc. Boys and 
girls can make money selling my stamps after school 
shours. 


- AN AGENT WANTED 


In each towns in the U.S. 


Seven large Stamps, Inks, Pads, and Order Book sent 
for $1.25. This outfit costs me $2.00. 


pee 


All agents to please write for description of above outfit. 
Send money by money order. 


Postage stamps taken in amounts le ~ than 25c. 


send one cent stanaps. 
Address all correspondence to 


FRANK H. RICE, 


Genesee Co. FLINT, MICHIGAN, 


Be sure and mention this paper.) 


Please | 


Picturesque San Diego. 


A magnificent art collection of seventy-two 


fine Photogravure plates, handsomely bound in- 


full Morocco. CoL. DouGLAs GUNN, the 
author, has collected in this volume the finest 
views of San Diego County, in fact the finest in 
all Southern California and presented them in an 
artistic way. The views are accompanied with 
historical and descriptive notes of San Diego, 
relative to the climate, topography, productions, 
etc., etc., alone with the price of the book. 
PRICE $15.00 by registered mail. 
*tf Go-Rz ORCUTT; San Diego, Cal; 


W. L. BABCOCK, 


ISIN INS ys 


DEALER IN 


Rare Foreign U.S. Stamps 


zo Revenues, rare, 12c. 25 Revenues, rare, 36c. 100 
rare Foreign, 25c. 500 rare Foreign, soc. 25 rare U. S., 
30c. and ro0o0 assorted Foreign, 28c. Agents wanted. 33/4 
per cént. commission, Gilt edged references required also 
stamp for reply. A prize for every agent. Envelopes. 
business cards, note and bill heads printed for Foreign 
Stamps. Send stamp for rates, samples, etc. 

Stamp papers wanted, will give 25 Foreign Stamps or 
four cents worth of stamps from sheets for every stamp, 
coin or curjosity paper sent me. Exchange desired with 
all collectors. Corresjondence soliclted, all letters ans- 
wered if stamp is enclosed. 


The BUYERS’ GUIDE is 
issued March and Sept., 
each year. It is an ency- 
clopedia of useful infor- 
mation for all who pur- 
chase the luxuries or the 
necessities of life. We 
ean clothe you and furnish you with 
all the necessary and unnecessary 
appliances to ride, walk, dance, sleep, 
eat, fish, hunt, work, go to church, 
or stay at home, and in various sizes, 
styles and quantities, Just figure out 
what is required to do all these things 
COMFORTABLY, and you can make a fair 
estimate of the value of the BUYERS’ 
GUIDE, which will be sent upon 
receipt of 10 cents to pay postage, 


MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 
111-114 Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Ill, 


“JEYOU WANT. TO. KNOW, 


ortant things you never knew or thoug 

* of about the human body and its curious organs. 
flow life is perpetuated, health saved, disease induced, 
flow to avoid ag ey o ignorance and indiscretion, 
How to appl; ome Cure to all forms of disease, 
How to cure Croup, Ola Eyes, Rupture, Phimosis, etc., 
How tomate, be happy in marriage & have prize babies, 


Send TEN CENTS for new book, 
MEDICAL SENSE 
AND NONSENSE, 


A mélange of wit and wisdom, 
96 pages, half of them givento 
newly illustrated medical 
“chestnuts” and Doctors Droll 
Jokes; “not too phunny but 
ust phunny enough” to cure 
ver torpor and melancholy, 


Fisk: ; ‘DTRy THE LAUGH CurR. 
Murray Hill Pub. Co., 129 E. 28th 8t., N, Ye 


THE YANKEE BLADE 


Is one of the oldest and Lest as well as the Chea: 
est Weekly Family Story Paper in Avieenin 
Upwards of forty columns of fascinating stories each 
week. Children’s Corner; Household Department, 
Fancy Work Department; Fashions, ete., etc. Price 
eee one ae on Bria) eats subscribers 

of the Unite ates or Canada for on 
1,00. Remit by Postal Note, Money Order, Tone 
rder or Certified Bank Check. Money sent by mail 
Het ere ell but must be at the fi 8 in of the sender 

ip for specimen copy. PoTTzR & PoTT 

Publishers, 20 Hawley st., Boston, Mass. ee 


EL AW REY E 
Ornithologist and Oologist, 


CRESCO, IOWA. 
SEND FOR SAMPLE COPY, 


STEAMWIP COMPANY, 


GOODALL, PERKINS & CO, General Agents, 
No, 10 MARKET STREET, SAN FRANCISCO. 
General Ticket Office, No. 214 Montgomery St. 
@) 


The elegantly and thoroughly equipped Steamers of this 
Company sail in sight of land the whole distance from 
San Diego to Alaska. 


Steamers for the San Diego route 
Calling at Way Ports: 


LEAVE SAN DIEGO: ; 
CITY OF PUEBLA—April 2, 11, 20, 29, at 5 Pp. mM. 
QUEEN OF THE PACIFIC—April 6, 14, 28, at5 P.M. 
SANTA ROSA—April 8, 17, 26 at 5 P. M. ; 


LEAVE SAN FRANCISCO: 
QUEEN OF T'HE PACIFICU—April 2, 11, 20, 29, at 2 


P.M. 
SANTA ROSA—April 5, 14 23 at 2 P.M. 
CITY OF PUEBLA—April 8, 17, 26, at 2P. M. 
a2 Freights received for all points north and east from 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m., every day, except sailing days and Sun- 


days. For further information apply at the Company’s of- 
fice at the Wharf, J. H, SIMPSON, Local Agent. 


Grevillea Robusta. 


A limited quantity of this seed can be had 
of the undersigned at $1.50 an 
ounce. 


C. R. ORCUTT, San Diego, Calif. 


Palm S$seed. 


Seed of the Blue Palm can be 
furnished at $3 per pound. This is the 
Brahea glauca of seedsmen, the Ery- 
thea armata of botanists. Order at once. 


C. R. ORCUTT, San Diego, Calif. 


sail as follows, 


A FULL LINE 


Of all that can be desired in Rare 
and Ordinary 


UNITE DSTALES STAMTS 


ALSO, 
6th edition Postage Stamp Catalogue, - - 25c. 
5th edition Revenue Stamp Catalogue, - 50c. 


(Ready in October.) 


STAMP ALBUM, for United States, 
Stamps only, - - Price $3.00 and $5.00 


E. B. STERLING, 
132 East State Street, Trenton, N. J. 


HERE YOU ARE! 


“The Literary isitor,” 


EIGHT PAGES, 40 columns, monthly. Just the Paper 
you are looking for. Only Twenty-five Cents per year. 
Sample copy 2 cents; none free. Send for one. Books, 
Watches, Knives and other valuable articles given away to 
club agents and subscribers. You can get some of them 
free. Send for sample copy and see. Send 10 cents for 
a package of sunflower seed, and we will send sample copy 


free. 
Address, L..R. TONEY, 
Richmond, Indiana. 


WEST COAST SHELES 


By Pror. JosiAn Keep, Beautifully illustrated, with 
Key, Biographical Index, Glossary, Check List, etc. 230 
pages, handsomely bound in cloth; nearly 200 illustrations. 
The frontispiece is a hand-painted engraving of the rare 
and beautiful Surcula Carpenteriana. Price $1.75. 

C. R. ORCUTT, San Diego, Cal. 


NOTES ON MOLLUSKS nity ‘c 


San Diego, Cal., and Todos Santos Bay, Lower California. 
By C. R. OrcuTT, with comments by W. H. Dati. One 


plate. Price 25 cents. - 
C. R. ORCUTT, San Diego, Cal. 


Lhe Old Curiosity Shop. 


THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 


An Old and Influential Stamp, Coin and Cur- 
tosity Magazine, of interest to the Scientist and 
Collector, Published Monthly at 50 cts. a year, 
or 5 cts. a copy. 

Advertising Rate—$1.00 per inch for each 
insertion, C.R. ORCUTT, Eaitor & Publishor. 

San Diego, California. 


Entered at the P. O at San Diego, California, as 
Second-Class Matter 


: Money Mgrente 


i inciting ise: 


32 Pages and Cover, Monthly, 


Third Year of Publication, 
Address Subscription 50c. Per Year. 


C.H. MEKEEL, Managing Editor, 
Room 71, Turner Building. St. Louis, Mo. 


READ AND REFLECT. 


Then send fifteen cnts for the CoLtectrors’ Arp for one 
year. Advertising rates, twenty-five cents per inch. 
Large and choice circulation. Sample copy FREE. 


Address: 
AID PUBLISHING CO., 
Pawnee City, Neb. 


Lock Box 737. 


RUBBER STAMP 85 52. 

i fancy type, 32 visit- 
ing cards, indelible ink to mark linen, box, etc. only 20 
cents. Our large 100 page catalogue free with each order, 


or one can be had for five 1 cent stamps. Pittsfield Rub- 
ber Stamp: Works, Pittsfield, Mass. 


The Collector’s Journal 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Sixteen pages and cover, monthly, finely illus- 
trated throughout. 
- The best and handsomest paper of its class 
published. 
Sample copy free for stamp. 


Look! Look!! Look !!! 


A matched pair of buffalo horns. . . $2.00 
100 Mixed Séa beans. = 1.50 
50 pieces Indian pottery......... 12% 
300 Canada College stamps, unused, 

three kinds, too of each kind... 1.00 
roo mixed Egypt official stamps, un- 

BBC Se 302 a ge meet Ke 1.00 


Circulars, 2 cents. 


N. E. CARTER, 
Box 314, : 


Devavan, Walworth County, Wis. 


Address, 


« 
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Mustang Liniment 
Mexican Mustan@ Lintment, Penetrates 
Muscles to Very Bone / Wonderful, Try 11, 
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100 FOR TEN CENTS ! 
Nw ‘ 
YOUR name and address printed upon 100 Gummed 
Labels in handsome script type for only 10 cents. 
AGENTS WANTED! 33!4 per cent. Commission ! 

Send Stamp for circular, samples, etc., to 

BERT. H. IRVING, 
Waterville, Maine. 
&% Agents make’ big pay. 


Genuine Stamps 


NEW AND OLD ISSUES, 
At low prices, sent on approval to dealers 
‘and advanced collectors. only 
Address, BROOKLYN STAMP CO., 
Box 7, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


ESTABLISHED IN 1871. Marcu 1, 1888, 


Will M. Clemens, 


San Diego, California. . 
P.O. Box 917. 


Wholesale Dealer in 


Ul. (S. Postage 


— AND — 


Revenue Stamps. 


WEA Previous Lists are Hereby 
Cancelled, 


Orders under 25 cents Respectfully 
Declined. 


427 NOT LESS THAN 100 AT THESE PRICES. 


U.S. Adhesives, well mixed, pertoo. . ...... $ 158 
U. S. Envelopes, well assorted, pertoo. ...... 15 
U.S. Unpaid, well assorted, per dozen. ...... 25% 
U. S. War Department, assorted, pertoo. ...... . -50- 
U.S. Treasury Department, assorted, per 100. . . . +40 
U.S. Interior Department, assorted, per too. .... .60: 
U.S, Post Office Department, assorted, per 100... .40° 
U.S. Original Locals, assorted, per roo. . . ... : 1.00» 
U.S. Telegraph, assorted, ‘per 100... 6 .-:. 0 1.60 
U.S. Document, assorted, perioo. ........ +40" 
U.S. Proprietary, assorted, per 100. . . . ..... .80° 
U.S. Match, finely mixed; per dozen. . .. 2... .25, 
U.S. Medicine, assorted, per dozen. ... 2... 35 
U.S. Beer Stamps, assorted, per dozen. . .°. .-. . 37S 
U.S. Tobacco, finely mixed, per dozen. ...... 75. 
Canada, fine assortment, per 100. . . . 3. ee es ar6 
Foreign Revenue, mixed, per 100. ........ +75) 
Unused Foreign Stamps, mixed, per 100. . ... . -90 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 


Greeks were the early cultivators of 
science, and botany was not neglected, 


PA EL i: 


After leaving the unorganized bod- 
ies we turn our attention to botany, 
the commencement of unorganized 
bodies. The. science of botany in- 
cludes everything relating to the 
vegetable kingdom—whether in a 


although the study of it was mixed 


up with crude speculations as to 
vegetable life and as to the changes 
of plants into animals. A*sculapius 
and his priests, the A‘sclepiades, who 
studied the art of medicine, had their 
attention directed to plants, in a 
pharmaceutical point of view. About 


living or in a fossil state. Its object, 


1a mat an anwa 


300 years before Christ, Theophras- 
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races the mode in which the most 
despised weeds contribute to the 
prowth of the mighty denizens of 
he forest. The plants which adorn 
he globe, more or less, in all coun- 
Aries, must necessarily have attracted 
jhe attention of mankind from the 
farliest times. |The science 
‘feats of them dates back to the days 
4f Solomon, for that wise monarch 
q spake of trees”’ from the cedar of 


ebanon to the hyssop on the wall. | 
and | 


he Chaldeans, Egyptians 


that : 
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cousiaerauon of the mode in which 
plants are distributed over the difter- 
ent regions of the globe. 

Sixth — Patacontological botany, 
the study of the forms and structures 
of the plants found in a fossil state, 
in the various strata of which the 
earth is composed. 

C. S. Mason. 
(Zo be Continued. ) 
[The first two parts of this article 


appeared in Nos. 1 and 2 of ‘‘ The 


Collector’s Illustrated Magazine,”’ 
a few copies being left, which will be 
supplied at 5 cents each.] 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 


PART III. 


After leaving the unorganized bod- 
les we turn our attention to botany, 
the commencement of unorganized 
bodies. The. science of botany in- 
cludes everything relating to the 
vegetable kingdom—whether in a 
living or in a fossil state. 


to name and arrange the vegetable 
productions of the globe. It em- 
braces a consideration of the external 
forms of plants and of their anatom- 
ical structures, however minute the 
functions which they performed, of 
their classification and arrangement, 
of their distribution over the globe 
at the present and at former epochs, 
and of the uses to which they are 
subservient. 
in its earliest state of development 
when it appears as a simple cell, and 
follows it through all its stages of 
progress until it attains maturity. It 
takes a comprehensive view of all 
the plants which cover the earth, 
from the minutest lichen or moss, 
only visible by the aid of a micros- 
cope, to the most gigantic produc- 
tions of the tropics. It. marks the 
relations which subsist between all 
members of the vegetable world, and 
traces the mode in which the most 
despised weeds contribute to the 
growth of the mighty denizens of 
The plants which adorn 
the globe, more or less, in all coun- 
tries, must necessarily have attracted 


jthe attention of mankind from the 


P , 


iThe 


earliest times. 


treats of them dates back to the days 
‘Yof Solomon, for that wise monarch 
“spake of trees” from the cedar of 
j Lebanon to the hyssop on the wall. | 
Chaldeans, 


OCTOBER, 1888. 


Its object , 
is not, as some have supposed, merely | 


It examines the plant, 


The science that: 


Egyptians and. 
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Greeks were the early cultivators of 
science, and botany was not neglected, 
although the study of it was mixed 


up with crude speculations as to 
vegetable life and as to the changes 
of plants into animals. A®sculapius 
and his priests, the A<sclepiades, who 
studied the art of medicine, had their 
attention directed to plants, in a 
pharmaceutical point of view. About 
300 years before Christ, Theophras- 
tus wrote a history of plants, and de- 
scribed about 500 species used in the 
treatment of diseases. Botany may 


be divided into the following depart- 


ments: 

First—Structural botany, haying 
reference to the anatomical structure 
of the various parts of plants, in- 
cluding vegetable histology, or the 
miscroscopic examination of tissues. 

Second — Morphological botany, 
the study of the forms of plants 
and their organs. 

Third—Physiological botany, by 
some termed organology, the study 
of the life of the entire plant and its 
organs, or the consideration of the 
functions of the living plant. 

Fourth—Systematic botany, the 
arrangement and_ classification of 
plants. 

Fifth—Geographical botany, the 
consideration of the mode in which 
plants are distributed over the difter- 
ent regions of the globe. 

Sixth — Patacontological botany, 
the study of the forms and structures 
of the plants found in a fossil state, 
in the various strata of which the 
earth is composed. 

C. S. Mason, 
(Zo be Continued.) 

[The first two parts of this article 
appeared in Nos. 1 and 2 of ‘The 
Collector’s Illustrated Magazine,”’ 
a few copies being left, which will be 
supplied at 5 cents each.] 
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ate. WARBLING VIREO. 
(Vireo Gilvas.) 


PART II. 


The soft, murmuring song-notes 
of this innocent little tenant of the. 
woods and groves is often heard in 
the sunny days of our early summer 
months, while the performer itself is 
hidden in deep concealment amid the 
foliage of the trees. And at other 
times it may be seen in the woods or 
among the fruit and ornamental 
trees near the residence of the farmer 
or the dweller in the village, silently 
gleaning its insect food, without any 
exhibition of fear for the children 
romping areund, but with a watchful 
eye on the domestic cat, whose green 
eyes watch its every movement 
from below. This species may also 
be observed in the branches of the 
timber scattered along the banks of 
the watercourses, and in low, second- 
growth woods: but its chief place of 
habitat is the shade of the ancient 
forest, some remains of which still 
dot the rolling lands, and swampy 
vales of Ontario. And when its do- 
mestic felicity is disturbed ty the in- 
vasion of its nesting place on the 
part of mankind, its notes of dis- 
pleasure seem peculiarly sad and ap- 
pealing, as if it meant to say: “ O!| 
crowning work of creation; are there | 
not enemies enough among the 
feathered race and lower orders of 
quadrupeds to disturb our domestic 
affairs and peace of mind, as well as in 
the passing of the thunder-storm and 
the various changes of climate, with- 
out you adding to our cares and the 
number of our foes, especially when 
we are among your best friends and 
cannot possibly, under any circum- 
stances, do you any harm? Shame!’ 
The song-notes of the male of this 
species are low and soft, but musical. 
and are generally warbled in the lat- 
ter part of May and through the 
month of June, or chiefly while the 
female is busy at her nesting work 
or patiently incubating her eggs. | 


And it is also probable that while she 
performs this duty, her wants are 
daily supplied with the most desir- 
able articles of food by her kind and 
affectionate partner, who also assists 
to supply the young with their daily 
needs, until they are able to provide 
for themselves. 

Like many others of the smaller 
species of our birds, this vireo is 
often imposed upon by that feathered 
tramp, the Cowbird, who, by de- 
positing one or more of its eggs in 
the nest of this species, imposes 
upon it the burthen ‘of raising the 
young, to the detriment of its own 
progeny. The nest and eggs of this 
bird can scarcely be distinguished 
from those of the red-eyed Vireo, 
except, perhaps, that both are a little 
smaller and more elevated off the 
ground, and perhaps better con- 
cealed by the surrounding foliage. 
The nest is composed of various fine, 
fibrous materials, firmly and neatly fit- 
ted together, in the form of a small 
basket, the rims of which are fast- 
ened to the forks of a small horizon- 
tal branch, at various elevations from 
the ground. The set of eggs num- 
bers three or four; clear white, with 
a few dark spots towards the large 
end. Like the other members of its 
family who visit this country, its 
periods of migration are the months 
of May and September. 

Wm. L. KELLS. 


(To be Continued.) 


[The first part of this article ap- 
peared in No. 2 of ‘The Collector’s 
Illustrated Magazine,” a few copies 
being left, which will be supplied at 
5 cents each. | 
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PROOFS AND ESSAYS. 


—_— 


BY FIG. 


A great many collectors regard 
proofs of stamps—or stamp-proofs as 
they are quite often termed—a_ kind 
of drug on the market, or a cheap 
substitute for the unobtainable speci- 


| 
: 
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mens that were used to pay postage. 
I wish to give collectors an idea of 
what proofs are and of the benefit 
they are tous. As most collectors 
are aware, proofs are the first impres- 
sions from the plates, and conse: 
quently are very bright and showy. 
They are struck off on different var- 
ieties of paper, and are printed prin- 
cipally to test the plates to see if the 
engravings are correct. They are 
not allowed to be used for postage 

so the few that are struck off are sold 
to any one that will pay the required 
price asked by the Government. 

The reason collectors should appre- 
ciate the value of proofs is illustrated 
in the fact that many stamps which 
are almost unobtainable—except for 
large sums—can be substituted in a 
collection of these proofs; and they 
fill the place well. How much better 
it is to book a proof of a rare stamp, 
to fill the set of a certain issue, than 
to have no representation of it at all? 
And when collectors realize what 


these proofs are, they should appre- , 


ciate their value more—as, for in- 
stance, with high values of the State 
Department, and also high values of 
newspaper stamps, the originals used 
or unused can hardly be purchased ; 
and the proofs of same can be had at 
a comparatively small sum, which is, 
or should be, considered a _ very 
lucky circumstance to the collector 
who desires to complete his sets of 
U.S. stamps. Now, let us turn our 
attention for a short time to essays. 
These impressions are not to be 
called stamps, for they never were 
intended to be used for postage. 
They are simply printed from en- 
gravings which the government had 
ordered to be made to see how they 
would appear if it was considered 


probable that they should be used | 
gravel pit is situated on shortly after 


for postage stamps. They are gen- 


erally printed in evety variety of 
_color—just as the thing happens. 
They are not to beconsidered proofs, 
as they are the proof of nothing but 
themselves, as they are all that are 
printed; but, if the design of an en- 


So 


graving is accepted as an issue by 
the government, it is not an essay, 
but a proof. I think I have distin- 
guished the difference between a 
proof and an essay, and in conclud- 
ing would state that I advise collec. 
tors. who are unable to obtain the 
real issue of stamps, to substitute the 
same with proofs ; but, as to essays, 
I would advise collectors to let them 
alone, as they are nothing but phila- 
tetic curiosities or postal samples. 
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AN INDIAN GRAVEYARD. 


It had been a very quiet week and 
when Saturday came, the universal 
holiday throughout the country, we 
were all glad to break the monotony 
by taking an excursion into the 
woods. As boys are wont in the 
summer time to spend about half 
their time in the woods or along 
some stream, SO were we. 

It my memory serves me rightly, 
about a dozen of us left the common 
rendezvous (the old fire alarm tower, 
then unused and falling to pieces) 
about eight o'clock a certain Satur- 
day morning in June, 1877. We were 
uncertain where to at go first, some 
wanted to go fishing, while others 
were in for playing games upon the 
village ‘‘green’’. We finally decided 
to go to aspot some three miles from 
town, where we had never been, and 
where recently there had been some 
dozen or two skeletons unearthed in 
a gravel pit. This locality had be- 
come famous to all the boys in the 
neighborhood as a relic field, and 
many a youngster carried arrow 


heads and pottery fragments in his 


pockets to school, and exhibited 
them to the envy of the other boys, 
We reached the plain that this 


nine o’clock. We found there a pit 
some fifty feet in length and twenty 
feet deep. There was a stratum of 
surface soil three feet in thickness, 
and it was in the surface soil that the 
bodies had been buried. We found, 


Pa 
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that by climbing up the sides of the 
‘pit and using some tools that the 


men had left when hauling gravel, 
we could unearth numbers of bones 
and fragments of pottery. The 
bodies seemed buried with regularity, 
but unaccompanied by relics of any 
description save a few arrows and 
pottery pieces. We searched the 
spot for several hours, and found and 
carried away several hundred pieces 
of pottery and twenty arrows. One 


of the boys secured a whole skull of 


which he was very proud. I remem- 
ber he kept that skull for a number 
of years and finally loaned it to a 
doctor. The doctor probably sent it 
to a medical college for the boy 
never saw it again. 

On our way home from the grave- 
yard we went down a creek for halfa 
mile or more out of our way to ex- 
amine a mound said to be there. We 
found this mound smaller than was 
reported, but yet it was very inter- 
esting because there was a small ring 
of two feet in height around the 
mound. I afterwards found out that 
this mound was famous in the early 


history of our county, not because of 


any relics found in it, but for this 
reason: 

When Gen. Clarke was sent against 
the Miamis and Shawnees of southern 
and western Ohio, he met with great 
resistance at a point now known as 
Old Town, Ohio. It was here that 


the Indians (Shawnees) had one of 


their largest villages. Clarke burnt 
their town by advancing upon it in 
the night, and surprising the Indians. 
The Tadins immedi: itely fled, and 
he, as I have said, fired their huts, 
but they gathered together as soon 
as daylight came, and when Gen. 
Clarke began his march back to Fort 
Washington, attacked him with great 
fury. Clarke was near this mound 
when the attack commenced. There 
were woods all around him, and _ it 
seemed as if there was an Indian be- 
hind every tree. Hastily gathering 
a few logs and throwing up “this little 
ring around the mound with the 


points of their bayonets, his men laid 
down side by side inside their fortifi- 
cation. There was barely room for 
all of them. It is said that they at 
last repuised the Indians, although 
the loss was about equal on both 
sides... Clarke . retreated. to..Bort 
Washington. Numbers of ramrods 
and bullets, as well as other evidences 
of a battle, have been found in the 
neighborhood of this mound. 

The mound itself was opened in 
1880 by.a New York gentleman 
whose name I never could learn, but 
the owner of the mound told me that 
this gentleman carried away with 
him numbers of implements of slate, 
and a few fine spear heads as rewards 
for his labor. 

The gravel pit, which ten years 
ago was so small, has now assumed 
large proportions, and numbers of 
relics have been frequently found in 
the excavations for gravel. 

W. K. MOOREHEAD. 
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SLSR a NETRING SNAILS. 


Some of our native Land Mollusca, 
as well as our indigenuous plants, are 
in danger of extermination in the near 
future, as the result of pasturing 
sheep in certain localities—for ex- 
ample, Helix (Arionta), Ayresiana, 
Newc, whose habitat is restricted to 
some of the islands off our Coast, re- 
corded from Santa Rosa, San Cle- 
mente and San Miguel Islands. 

The immense numbers of dead and 
bleached shells found upon these 
islands show that it was formerly 
very abundant, but “ live shells’’ are 
now very scarce. 

The sheep, which have been con- 
tinuously pastured and allowed to 
run at large for a number of years, 
eat off the grass and other vegeta- 
tion, leaving the sandy soil unpro- 
tected from the trade winds, which 
strike the islands with great force, 
removing the soil to such a depth 
in some places as to leave the roots 
of trees and shrubs standing erect 
above the present surface to the 
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heighth of three or four feet, thus de- 
priving the snails of their natural 
protection and food, causing them to 
die in large numbers. At the time 
of my visit to Santa Rosa Island, 
some years ago, the ground was, in 
some places, nearly covered by dead 
shells, and but few live specimens 
could be found, and those only near 
the roots of the Opuntias (native 
Cacti), where the sheep could not 
disturb them. I searched diligently 
in the localities where the dead shells 
were found, but failed to find a single 
living specimen. The tew I did find 
were in localities at some distance 
from their old haunts, and only 
where the cacti were sheltered from 
the action of the prevailing winds, 
and where the vegetation was not 
suited for food for the sheep. 
LORENZO G. YATES. 
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A DOG CAUGHT BY AN 
EAGLE. 


Late one afternoon, as I was eat- 
ing supper, I heard a commotion in 
the flock. I thought it was prob- 
ably due to a coyote. as there are 
many in the hills. I sprang to the 
opening of the tent and stepped out. 
As I did so I saw an immense eagle 
on outstretched pinions swooping 
down upon the flock. For a moment 
I surveyed the king of the sky with 
admiration—but it was only for a 
moment. With a rush of wing he 
seemed to drop from his perch in 
heaven, and a second later [ heard 
the agonizing kiyies of my imported 
Scotch shepherd dog — the eagle 
had mistaken him foralamb. For a 
few moments there was a conflict on 
the ground, when slowly the eagle 
ascended with the struggling, kiying 
dog in his talons. The load was 
heavy but the proud monarch of the 
air, with majestic bearing, mounted 
upward. | rushed into the tent and 
seized my gun and cartridge-belt. 
The eagle at this time was about 75 
feet above the ground, The first 


shot seemed to daze him and the dog 
uttered an additional yelp of pain. 
Five more shots I fired into the bird 
and dog. The seventh shot the 
eagle let go the dog and the animal 
fell dead at my feet. The eagle, 
slowly fluttering, came to the ground. 
My first impulse was to kill him, and 
then I formed a second and better 
resolution, that I would keep the 
bird; and here it is, as sound as a 
dollar, as the shot only stunned: him 
for the time being. 

[The above, a fine representative 
of the grey eagle, measured nine feet 
six-and-a-half inches from tip to tip 
of wings, and was on exhibition here 
in Riverside.—Ep. ] 

a: 

With this issue, ‘‘ The Old Curi- 
osity Shop” again changes hands 
within the space of a few months. 
Originally founded by Will M. 
Clemens, it is now in its seventh 
volume, and is one of the oldest and 
best established collector’ s journals in 
this country. In presenting to you 
this, the first number issued under 
its new management, we earnestly 
ask your co-operation to further the 
advancement of the sciences which 
we represent, and hope you may be 
abie to send us notes and contribu- 
tions, of interest to our readers, which 
will enable us to keep “The Old 
Curiosity Shop” up to the standard 
already established by our predeces- 
sors. 
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After issuing two numbers of ‘‘The 
Collector's Illustrated Magazine,’ 


we were obliged to discontinue, much 
to our regret, being unable to get it 
entered for transmission through the 
mails as second-class matter, and all 
unexpired subscriptions and adver- 
tising contracts will be filled with 
this magazine. 
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When writing to any of our ad- 
vertisers, please do us a favor by 
saying that you saw their advertise- 
ment in “ The Old Curiosity Shop.”’ 


THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP 


E.M.HAIGHT, 
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PART II. 


This was the answer given her as 
she called the following day. She 
burst into tears exclaiming, ‘‘ God 
pity us; must we starve?” and 
before we could address her another 
word she was gone, The next week 


as I was passing out of the bank, | 


met Harry, and shaking him by the 
hand, I inquired after his mother and 
sisters. All were well; 
me, if I would, to take the old French 
coin, and give him $3 for i, which I 


did and told him to keep up good 


heart, may be he would find more if 
he was diligent in his search. He 
assured me he would be and went 
away quite light-hearted I think 
about two weeks after this Harry 
came into the bank. inquiring for me. 
I saw on the instant he had some 


agreeable news to communicate, and 


but he wanted | 
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then Bicheno te 


where 
The instant the 
he burst out with 
‘O, Mr. B., I have found lots of 
them.” I guessed at once what he 
meant, and said, *‘ Tell me all about 
it, Harry.’’ He was excited most 
thoroughly, but told the — story 
plainly. ‘‘For the first few days 
after you were there, I dug consider- 
bbly in the old fort but found sed a 
few pieces of old iron and a solitary 
copper; but I kept constantly at it, 

for we so needed the money if I could 
find any, and your words encouraged 
me very much. I came to the city 
and let you have the oneI had at $3, 
and spent the money for flour to keep 
us alive. Every day after this I felt 
I] must find more gold pieces or what 
should we do. Day betore yesterday 
I found two of them near one of the 
inner corners of the fort. This 
greatly encouraged me. I com- 
menced digging all around, and dig- 
ging deeper. Yesterday all day I 
kept going deeper, and at dark I 
gave up tired out and disheartened. 

Thought I would not try any more; 

but my night's sleep rested me and I 
went early at it again. Some time 
in the forenoon I came upon some 
old rotten wood that seemed to have 


been plank. My pick went through 
it into a hollow space below. 
J. G. BINGHAM. 
( To be continued.) 

[The first part of this article ap- 
peared in No. 2 of ‘* The Collectors’ 
Illustrated Magazine,” a few copies 
being left, which will be supplied at 
five cents each. ] 


took him into an inner room, 
we would be alone. 
door was shut, 
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U. S. HALF-DIMES. 


BY HOWARD ROCHESTER. 


Our silver half-dimes first made 
their appearance in 1794, and were 
coined until 1874 (1873 being the 
last date), except the years of 1798, 
1799, 1804, 1806 to 1829. In all 
there are sixty-three different speci- 
mens, about nineteea of which com- 
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mand a premium. The rarest date 
of the half-dime is that of 1802, 
which retails in fine condition for 
$100.00, and will be purchased by a 
coin dealer for $75.00 or over, ac- 
cording to condition. The next 
rarest specimen is that of 1797, with 
thirteen stars. It sells for $20.00. 


Then come the years of 1794, 1797, 


with fifteen and sixteen stars, and 
1805. Each sells for $15.00. Inthe 
year of 1797, three varieties were 
coined, one with thirteen _ stars, 
another fifteen and the other with 
sixteen—the former being the rarest. 
There were two varieties coined in 
1835—one with small date and the 
other with large date,both being worth 
about the same; and that very little. 


In the year 1838, there were two) 
varieties coined—one with stars and | 
In the years of. 


the other without. 
1840. 1848, 1853 and 1860 were also 
two varieties coined, none of which 
command much ofa premium, except 
the one of 1860 with stars, which sells, 
proof condition, for $4.00. Much 
can be found to interest the young 
numismatist by studying the various 
issues, etc., in the United States sil- 
ver half-dimes. You can get much 
information from any standard or re- 


liable catalogue—one that gives elec- | 


trotypes of the different issues and 
one that can be relied upon; for in- 


stance, ‘‘ Scott’s Catalogue of Gold | 


and Silver Coins.’’ Youshould also 
have a good premium coin book 

You can roughly guess the price that 
a dealer will give you for a coin by 
dividing the retail price by five. If 
it comes over twenty-five per cent. 
over face value, they will generally 


purchase it; if less, they don’t gen- 
erally command a premium, and they | 


are not likely to purchase it. Much 
can be learned in this way at a very 
little expense. 


——:0:—— 


Publishers noticing ‘ The Old 
Curiosity Shop’’ in their columns, 
please send marked copy and will 
reciprocate. 
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[EGG OF THE GREAT AUK 
mT AUGTION- 


At an auction sale in London, De- 
cember 13, 1887, an egg of the great 
auk was sold to a Mr. Leopold Field- 
for the snug little sum of one hun- 
dred and sixty-eight pounds ster- 
ling (eight hundred dollars), Its 
former owner purchased it some 
twenty years ago. for thirty-one 
pounds. Probably, many people 
thought him crazy, but he realized 
about four hundred per cent. on his 
investment. Almost equal to “corner 
lots ”—was it not? 

LoRENZzO G. YATES, 

Santa Barbara, Cal. 
co 
REVIEW TABLE. 


We have received from Mr. Geo. 
F. Whittemore of Fitchburg, Mass., 
a very neatly-printed catalogue of 
the ‘‘ Flora of Fitchburg and Vicin- 
ity.’’ It is the work of several stu- 
‘dents of the Fitchburg High School, 
and contains a list ot eight hundred 
and sixteen specimens. 
* 


oe 


A catalogue of California fossils 
has been received from J. G. Cooper, 
M. D., Haywards, Alameda Meu, 
Cal., compiled from the seventh an- 
‘nual report of the State mineralogist. 
It is neatly printed and bound in 
paper, and contains about eighty- 
‘five pages. The localities of the fos- 
sils are given, and it also shows the 
advancement made in our knowledge 
of California fossils since the latest 
published catalogue of fossils in 
1869. 

aK 
| Dr. Lorenzo G. Yates, of Santa 
Barbara, Cal.,author of ‘‘The Ferns ot 
Ceylon,” “Notes on Hawaiian Ferns,” 
‘The Ferns of N. America,” etc., 
_has under preparation a werk entitled 
ee All Known Ferns,’ which will be 
‘invaluable to all students of pteridol- 
logy, as fourteen years have elapsed 
since the publication of any similar 
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work, and during that time more 


than six hundred new species 
of ferns have been discovered 
and described, the descriptions being 
scattered through the publications of 
various scientific bodies and societies 
throughout the civilized world, thus 
rendering it almost impossible for the 
majority of students to gain access 
to the description and names of the 
new species. The work will be an 
octavo of about 300 pages, sub- 
stantially bound in cloth, and the 
price will not exceed $2.50. 
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“Insect Life’’ is the title of a new 
journal devoted to the economy and 
life habits of insects, especially in 
their relation to agriculture. Edited 
by U. S. Entomologist, Prof. C. V. 
Riley, and his assistants, Washing- 
ton, D.C. Vol. 1, No.1, July, 1888, 
contains several articles on injurious 
insects, with descriptions, life habits 
and remedies for their destruction, 
and is of inestimable value to the 
farmer. 

ae 

W.G. Robinette, of Flag Pond, 
Va., will please accept thanks for a 
copy of his price-list and a box of 
very fine petrimtes. Any one desir- 
ing to obtain some of these curious 
fossils should address him at once. 


:0: 
EXCHANGE NOTICES, 


This column is for the use of subscribers only. 
Exchange notices must be in by the 15th of the 
current month to insure insertion in following 
number, and must be written on separate piece of 
paper. No postal car ‘s noticed. 


I. would like to exchange natural 
history specimens of all kinds for job 
printing. Send samples and _ prices 
of work. E. M. Haircut, 

Riverside, Cal. 

Wanted — Dana’s Manual (com- 
plete) of Geology, a good manual 
of N. A. Ornithology, papers and 


books relating to West Coast Botany, | 


Lepidoptera and Conchology, Ama- 
teur Publications. Send sample 
ie SE aera si — aD 


copies with offers, also want good 
minerals. Will exchange western 
bird skins for the same. 
AURELIUS Topp, 
Elk Head, Oregon. 
* 


* 

Seventy-five assorted Chinese coins 
for the best offer of bird’s eggs in 
sets, also U. S. and foreign stamps 
and coins for bird's eggs. 

JAMEs LEvy, 
3255 Wabash Ave, Chicago, IIl. 


Se 
fore 
for e 


ts second-class eggs 
xchange, or petrified wood given 
A. CALDERWOOD, Jr , 

Santa Rosa, Sonoma Co., Cal. 


s, single and 


OOS. 
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Stone Indian relics wanted —I will 
exchange any organ or sewing ma- 
chine, violin new from factory, for 
first-class Indian relics, or will ex- 
change coins in pennies and half. 
pennies dated 1794 and upwards: 
have 150 to exchange. 
Wm. H. Gwyi, 
Hamburg, Pa. 


* x 
Would like to obtain by exchange 
or purchase, butterflies and moths 
from Pacific Coast. Specimens from 
Texas, Arizona and Mexico espec- 
lally desired, 
Cuas. S. McKniGut, M. D.. 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 
Steatite, pyrites, magnetic and 
specular iron ore for any three min- 
erals 2x2. O. KR. Norra, 
Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa. 


>» ok 
Wanted—A good folding ring’ in- 
sect net, will give L. and F. W. 
shells, minerals, and western bird 
skins. Would also like manuals of 
geology, ornithology, chonchology 
and herpetology. 
AURELIus Topp, 
Elk Head, Or. 


A dime of 1800 for a book on 
taxidermy. L.J. CARTER, 


Waynesburg, Pa. 
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Birds eggs to exchange for eggs 
in sets. Persons having eggs for) 
‘sale please send their price lists. | 

W. E. Pratt, 
2513 Indiana Ave., Chicago, Ill. | 


| 
* 
* 
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Fine crinoid heads for trilobites or 
polished agates or three good sized 
for dime before 1870. 

J. G. WAINWRIGHT, 
Waukegan, III. | 

A pair of double-spur climbing irons 
and four V nickels without cents for 
best offer of birds’ eggs in sets, 

W. fio Rare, 
2513 Indiana Ave., Chicago, IIl. 
oe 

A bleeding tooth shell for every 
Ioo mixed stamps, any kind. Not 
less than 1000 taken. 


Diego county, Cal. 


‘other form. 


LIFE INTHE CHUCKAWALLA 
MOUNTAINS. 


The Chuckawalla mountains form 
a portion of the Colorado Desert, oc- 
cupying the northeastern part of San 
They are most 
appropriately named the Chucka- 
walla or Lizard mountains, for lizards 


certainly there predominate in the 


animal kingdom both in variety and 


|numbers—possibly it would not be 


desirable to lead a long life in any 
No snakes were seen 
during a week’s stay in July this 
year, but probably a longer sojourn 


|would have resulted in as great a 


variety as I should have cared for 
in that line. Several species of rat- 
tlesnakes as well as various harmless 
snakes are said to reside in these 
mountains, but they did not call on 
me. A single ‘side winder’ rattle- 


'snake was found on the plain near 


‘the railroad station as I was about to 


WILL M. CLEMENS, | 
Box 917, San Diego, Cal. 
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jare said to 


To any one sending me a first-class 
set of eggs with data of either of the 
following Nos. (Ridgways Nom.), I | 
will send them by return mail a re 
ceipt for compound with full direc-. 
tions for embalming birds, far easier 
than skinning and stuffing, and will, 
keep them in any climate; have test- | 
ed it thoroughly for years: 

Wos--161,:245, 240,257), $38, 338, | 
394, 408, 420, 425, 432, 465, 455, 481, 
483, 512 or 574. Ifyou wish to ex—| 
change other varieties write for terms. 


R. D. Goss, 


Box 1o1, 


Indian’s skill in hunting. 


depart, but he was not anxious for a 
further acquaintance—neither was I. 
Mountain sheep, deer and antelope 
abound these 
mountains, but I only hada glimpse 
of a mountain sheep; one meal of 
venison was enjoyed—thanks to an 
Several 
beautiful pairs of mountain sheep 
horns were also seen. but no oppor- 
tunity presented for stealing them. 
Around a few old Indian and 
prospecting camps I was tantalized 
with finding fragments of the shell of 
the dry land tortoise, but no sign of 
one in the flesh rewarding my 
search in all my wanderings. Fish 
transplanted from the Dos Palmas 


among 


New Sharon, Mahaska Co., Iowa. | spring seemed to be doing well in the 


10 The Old Curiosity Shop. 


spring at the mining camp. 

Coyotes, jack rabbits and cotton 
tails were not rare, considering the 
number of acres they must require 
for support. A flock of young quail 
near the camp during my stay are 
worthy of mention. Few other birds 
were observed, but a few bats and 
night hawks sailed around us even- 
ings, catching what few insects they 
could that I had not caught during 
the day—altogether I. believe they 
were more successful, certainly more 


persevering than my self. Bees were 
noticed in great numbers on the 


Dalea bushes that were covered with | 


their indigo blue blossoms at the 
time (early in July). 

The last Indian had disappeared 
from these hills (we met him going 
toward San Bernardino); four weary 
mules, a dog, and half a dozen ex- 
amples of the genus Homo, complete 
my monograph on the life in the 
Chuckawallas—no, I forgot, the mos- 
quito is worthy of respect.— West 
American Scienitst. 

[P. S.— The prospector’s long- 
eared friend, the patient burro, wants 
to be remembered. He eagerly de- 
voured every word in the Young Men's 
Journal — paper and all. | 


DO YOU SHOOT? 


A collecting gun of 38 calibre, central fire, and a 
safe and effective arm, weight 414 pounds. Can be 
taken apart and does splendid shooting. Walnut 
stock with pistol grip. Sent by express on receipt of 
$8.00. Send fora Catalogue of Guns, selected for 
use of Collectors and Taxidermists, 


F. H. CARPENTER, 
405 WASHINGTON STREET, 
BOSTON, MASS, 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


A TWO-LINE CARD IN THIS COLUMN COSTS 
44+ 50 cents per year, in advance; or 30 cents for 
six months. 


; \ KE. M., Riverside, Cal., Dealer in 
HAIGHT, Natural History, Philatelic, and 
Numismatic goods. 

YTYMy C. R., San Diego, Cal., Shells, Min- 
ORCU if ) erals, Fossils, Seeds ‘and Plants, 
Books, etc. Leading publisher of Southern Cali- 
fornia. 


AGENTS’ DIRECTORY. 


AMES INSERTED UNDER THIS HEAD, 5 
CENTS PER MONTH. 


Autograph 
Letters ! 


SEND FOR A SAMPLE COPY OF 


‘THE COLLECTOR’ 


A Monthly Journal devoted to Autographs. 


$1 a Year. Contains full news about autographs 
and large Price-Lists. 


W. R. BENJAMIN, 
5 East 17th Street, New York City. 


The largest dealer in Autograph Letters in America. 


AND GURIOSITIES, List free, Address R. B. 
FGG TROUSLOT & CO., Valparaiso, Ind. 


N STAMP DEALER & 
WiLBUR Y. THOMA 5 Philatelic Publisher, 
114 Nassau Street, New York.—Over 6000 varieties 
of stamps constantly in stock. Send for free price 
list and sample of my monthly paper, The Philatelic 
Observer. Confederate stamps on original envelopes, 
J. S. Entire Envelopes and Raritses are my special- 
ties. 


ARROW-HEADS WANTED. 


I wish to purchase arrow-heads by the dozen or 
hundred for cash. Small Oregon Points preferred. 
Address giving lowest price and sample, 8. T. NICK- 
ERSON, 39 Campbell Park, Chicago, Ills. 


POR SA LE 


N INERALS, FOSSILS, INDIAN RELICS, GLASS 
+vL Eyes and all Naturalists’ Supplies. Send stamp 
for catalogues. 

FLETCHER M. NOE, 


130 E. New York Street, Indianapolis, Ind. 


The Old Curtosity Shop. 


MUSEUM FOR SALE 


Part of the Q. H. G Cpiscks Museum re- 
mains to be disposed of: 


1 Collection of Flags and Coats of Arms of 
different nations and governments ....Price $2.00 

Collection of Paper ‘and Wax Seals cf dif- 
ferent parties, societies, and of every State 


2 
2 


IMGUNCLURNIONG tem ccioe ire. weer tee aro eee Price 2.00 
3 A collection of over 500 Lithographs of 

Scientists, Statesmen, and Reformers and 

ENVGNEOTSs cba. come tie «ces + cise siaie Price 2,50 
4 Collection of Anthropological Specimens 

and Craniums of different humans and ani- 

Boule cease cise tehsfee opiate ern hence eto ster Price 5.00 
5 Fine collection of birds’ eggs sand nests.... 

Jor SOREL ES ADU RODT OM Oe ..Price 5,00} 
6 Large collection of Stuffed Animals, Rep- 


tiles, Fishes and Amphipians..........Price 20.00 
7 fare and beautiful collection of Stuffed 

American birds Price 30.00 
8 Collection of Anatomical Preparations and 

Skeletons of humans and animals, mounted 

and dry Price 15.00 


9 Embryological collection of animals and 
humans in all the different stages..... Price 7.00 
10 Collection of Freaks of Nature...... * 10.00 | 
11 Skeleton cf Turkish Pirate.......... “© 50.00 

es So White WOM... s5-0s0se * 50 00 
- os Son Oa slike Loree ene sae « 2000 
ss Me ce AfricanrChildas.a, <<) ZOO 
12 Glass jars, each containing two specimens 
of Foetal Growth.......-- Ee Price 20.00 


0) 

Ail letters of inquiry should contain 2-cent stamp 
for reply. This collection would be sold cheap, if 
taken in a whele. 


physician. 
Q. H. GRASSER, 
Bryan, Ohio. 


AND CURIOSITIES. List free. Address R. B. 


TROUSLOT & CO., Valparaiso, Ind 


EGG 


INE PENTREMITES 
Group, Flag Pond, Va., 


OF THE KASKASKIA 
at 40 cents to $1.50 per 
dozen. Great bargains at wholesale. Fine Cherokee 
Indian relics from the same locality cheap. Want all 
to order now. Other fossils and minerals to sell— 
none to exchange. 
G. W. ROBINETTE, Flag Pond, Va. 
(Other papers copy for fossils.) 


5O Per Cent. Com. 


Agents wanted to sell stamps from my fine approval 
sheets at 50% com. Send stamp and reference, 
r ‘ s 
100 Unused Foreign Stamps 


Given free to every one sending 25 cents as a year’s 
subscription to the Philatelic Journal of Ohio, 


SAMPLE COPY 


And 10 Unused Foreign Stamps, 4 cents. 
Standard Price-List of U. 8. Stamps, 5 cents. 


Don’t Delay! But send at once to 


W. S. KINZER, 
Wooster, Ohio. 


Would be a fine thing for a young | 


LE 


A MONTHLy: MAG- 
azine by the FITCH- 
Should be in the 


THE SCIENTIST. 


BURG AGASSIZ ASSEMBLY. 
hands of every Agassiz member. Price 50 cents per 
year; 5 cents per copy; nonefree. 4a Advertising 
rates on application. Address W. L. EMORY, P ub- 
lisher, Fitchburg, Massachusetts. 


erkimer County Quariz Crystals, 


We take pleasure in announcing to our old cus- 
tomers and collectors in general that we have re- 
opened our salesroom with a new and complete stock 
cf the celebrated Doubly Terminated Quartz Crystals 
which we are offering at very low rates. For the 
next 80 days we will send 40 of those rare and beau- 


tiful gems for only $i. EDGAR J. KLOCK, East 
Schuyler, Herkimer County, N. Y. 

100 Canada Bill Stamps, unused............--- .40c 
1 Large Buffalo Horn, unpolished.............. .75¢ 
100 Mixed Sea Beans, 3 varieties . .......... $1.25 
25 Labeled Minerals, 2%x215x8 inches ...... 2.40 
Indian Stone Corn Cracker ......... eR eu only 45c 


The above lot, express paid, only $4. 
N. E. CARTER, 


Box 314, Delavan, Wisconsin 


WATCHMAN'S WHISTLE! 


A puzzle for anybody to blow on until shown how 
it -is done. Will trill, roll, or make a sirgle ear- 
piercing not? which can be heard for miles, Blow it 
| and hand it to your friend, and he cannotget a sound 

cut of it to save his life. Lots of funinit. Useful 
for many purposes—to stop a horse-car, omuibus, or 
stage, calla dog, making signals in the night, call 
help from a distance, either in the fleid or workshop, 
lt is made of brass. and heavily nickel-plated. Best 
in the market. It is small, and can be carried in the 
vest pocket, cr suspended from the watch-chain as 
an ornament. 


PRICE BY MAIL 10 CENTS (SILVER). 


THE CHAMBERLAIN PRINTING CO., 


284 Pavonia Ave., Jersey City, N. J. 


ALL WHO HAVE A CABINET 


Should send to me at once for 


Fine Fossils and Relics. 


Pine perfect Pentremites from Mt. Newman, 


Minieeteeitts eran Peitdeieeainohe i aeatets per doz $1.00 
Sis all On aie a carers oisteuc Pets vane ings eee et aes per doz 40 
Calcite from Natural BEMIS eV Bs eciseices 50 
Periect: ATrowsssearss aut eausec neces per doz 40 
Hine AbrOWSi; + -uccoiensdcriuta.. teuntee. perdoz 1.00 
Zaphrentis— Spinulosum. Sialaqieinsials chetairenaae 1.00 


All of Kaskaskia Group. 
G. W. ROBINETTE, Flag Pond, Va, 
Other papers of good circulation please copy once 
| and render bill in above goods, GoW. Be. 


YPSUM CRYSTALS —_— Fine clear Crystals, various 
sizes, from the famous Crystal Bank in Ells- 
worth, O. Many have smaller ones inside. Prices, 
| 40 cents per dozen, assorted sizes; 50 cents per doz , 
| alllarge ones. Sample crystal for 2-cent stamp. 
C. S. MASON, Eng’rs Office, 
i L,S. & M.S. Ry., Toledo, Ohio, 


re 


The Old Curiosity Shop. 


Minerals! Minerals! Minerals! GIBBNS ADVERTISEMENT. 


Do you want to learn to mount 


Cestals | Grstals Greta Birds in a Life-like Manner? 


AD MODERATES PRICES. 


Fine Foreign Minerals. 
Rare American Gems, 
Fluerites in all Colors, 
Calcite in all Forms, 


BYSSOLITE, BLENDE, BERYL, BRUCITE 


CB ALCOP YZ kilts 


In Blue, Green, Ked, Pink, Yellow, Indescent 


and Frosted Crystals. 


Iron Pyrites of all forms, in Single Crystals 


or in the Gangnem. 


Green, Blue and Yellow Barite Crystals, 
Arragonite, Arzurite, Apophyllite in 
Fine Cabinet Specimens. 


Polished Cubes of Serpentine, dark green 


containing Chromic Iron. 


Witherite, Williamsite, Margarite, Wavel- 
lite, Magnetite, H-matite, Moonstone, 
Henlandite, Moss Agate, Harmotone 
Mimetite, Clinochlore, Chester. 
lite, Cerusite, Corundum. 


Mineral Specimens sent by mail and by freight upon 
examination and selection. You can select what 
you wish and return the rest. I havea 


LARGE STOCK of FOREIGN MINERALS 


And Can furnish Choice Specimens. 


a@ Correspondence Solicited. 


CHAS. H. PENNYPACKER, 


West Chester, Pennsylvania. 


| box and labeled. 


My process is easy, cheap, durable, and 
will please you every time. One 
trial will convince you. 


' Anyone.can learnin one lesson, and hundreds have 


learned in the United States and Canada 
in the last three years, 

The process is embalming the body, and the form of 
the bird is kept perfect, and the adjustment of 
wings, legs and tail issuperior to any other method. 

Send One Dollar cash or stamps and receive printed 
instructions and one pound of prepared embalming 
compound, enough to embalm forever twenty-five 
birds the size of a robin. 

Letters of 

Send 


We have over 200 good Testimonials. 
inquiry must be accompanied by-a stamp. 
stamp for price-lists. 


R. M. GIBBS & CO., 


Kalamazoo, Michigan. 


AND GURIOSITIES, List Free. Address R. 
B. TROUSLOT & CO. Valparaiso, Ind. 


EGG 
STEARNS’ CURIOSITY SHOP, 


ELKADER, IOWA. 


Pen 


BIG BARGAINS BELOW. 


The “Midget Box of Curiosities” contains 
Star Fish, Coffee Tree Bean, Porcupine Quill, Needle 
Grass, Sea Agate, and Black-Eyed Susan, in a n<at 
Price only 5 cents. Hundreds 


| sold every month. 


The ‘‘Wonder Package” contains 12 varieties of 


| rare natural curiosities, which at retail would cost 33 


| 10, 15, 25, 50, 75, $1.00, $1,50. 


| 


cents. We send it post-paid, for only 10 cents. 
A fine ‘‘Trilobite” for only 5 cents, Better at 


Crinoid Head, a beauty, 5 cents. 

Shark’s Egg, 6 cenis. 

One dozen Agates, 6 cents. 

“Wonder Pod,” largest pod in America, 8 cents. 


Hundreds of other rare specimens, very cheap. 
Lists free with every order. Cheapest place in the 
United States to buy your specimens is at 


STEARNS’ CURIOSITY SHOP, 
ELKADOR, IOWA. 
4% A pen and pencil stamp, nickel-plated, with 


your name on, for only 20 cents. Other stamps at 
lowest prices. 


BIG BARGAINS ABOVE. 


SE en ele RT | 


f (a Mustang Liniment f 
f ( ( ( ( ( Mexican MustanG Liniment, Penetrates be 
. A aq Uusoles to Very Bone! Wonderful. Try rr. We 


A matched pair of buffalo horns....$2.00 
moo matched Sea beans.......4..... 1.50 
me pieces Indian Pottery............ has 
300 Canada College stamps, unused, 
three kinds, 100 of each kind....1.00 
Ioo mixed Egypt official stamps, un- 
RES eens ut eer tong sis ere ets 1.00 


oe 


CIRCULARS, 2 CENTS, 


Address 
N. E. CARTER, 


Box 314, DELAVAN, Walworth County, Wis 


CALIFORNIA BIRD'S EGGS, 


SELLING OFF CHEAP. 


OR WANT OF TIME TO ATTEND 

to Collecting, Iam going to sell out 

| my entire stock at about one-third deal- 

er’s rates, to insure quick sales. All my | 

eggs are strictly first-class and satisfac- | 

tion guaranted. | 
THOS. E. BARLOW, 


PETALUMA, CAL. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The - West - American - Scientist. 


An Illustrated Monthly Nagazine of 
Popular Science, 


ry suejsny 


‘SqUITT STINT Pur wsuoHy opqenrea v Auvur soavs 
fjsno.0674 posn LNAWINIT ONVISOW NVOIXAW 


jue 


Decidedly the Best of its Class! 
Sample mailed for 10 eents, $1.00 A YEAR. | 


THE WEST AMERICAN SCIENTIST, 
San Diego, California. | 


WEST COAST SHELLS 


By Pror. Jostan Keep. Beautifnlly illustrated, with | 
Key, Biographical Index, Glossary Check List, etc. 
230 pages, handsomely bound in cloth; nearly 200 
illustrations. The front plece is a hand-painted en- | 
graving of the rare and beautiful Surcula Capenter- | 
lana. Price $1.75. C.R. ORCUTT, San Diego, Cal. | 


EGG AND CURIOSITIES, List free. Address R, B. | 
TROUSLOL & CO., Valparaiso, Ind. | 


Ts 
oO 
Ps 
oO 
rs 
et 
2 
i=] 
as} 
5 
q 
n 
mM 
F 
2 
BE 
a 
Ss 
Q 
eB 
§ 
s 
ra) 
FS 
< 
i) 
a 
2 
° 
mM 
Rn 


= 
& 
4 
i 
Q 
> 
2 
Ss 
q 
na 
a 
> 
iz 
2 
3 
eH 
Z 
Las 
S 
& 
Z 
La | 
mn 
=a 
ie} 
i 
a 
oh 
4 
& 
a 


TRIBUNE BLDG, Hi. Y. 


POSTAGE STAMPS 


Revenue Stamps 
_ ENVELOPES & PosT-CarbDs. 


SELECTIONS OF RARE | 


DESIRABLE t STAMPS. 


SEIT LON SALPROV AL! | RB romviyraxy ‘susvaug axxv9 ‘sag 19 
‘GENTS WANTED ! 32-page Catalogue for stamp. | fgg 8" Ud SemmoaNaWINIT] PNVISATY NVOIXEW 


W.°F. GREANY, | tr 1 suejsny > 


827 BRANNAN STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. | 


San Diego California: C. R. Orcutt’s Advertising Page. 


(as. RUSssell Oreut 


; Life Member of the San Diego Society of Natural 
8 : History. 


Corresponding Member of the Agassiz Association and 
of the Davenvort Academy of Sciences. 


EDITOR AND PROPRIKTOR OF 
The Young Men’s Journal, 
The West American Scientist, 


The San Diego Magazine. 


| Office, 961 Fourth Street, near D, ; 


ON PLAZA, 


P. O, Drawer 1528. Cable address, “Orcutt, San ; 
Diego, California.; | 

| 

| 


: Fruit and Ornamental Pree, 


AID STi RUBS; 


importer, Grower and Collector of 


Seeds, Bulbs and Plants, 


Living Ferns and Cactuses a Specialty, 


Fine collections and cabinet specimens of Minerals, 
Fossils, Shells and Curiosities. 


Mines in any part of Southern or Lower California | 
will be examined on reasonable terms. 


Valuable Mining Interests for sale. 


Rich Farming and Fruit Lands free. Join our pro- | 
posed Colony. 


Books, old and new, and all American and Foreign 
Magazines and Papers, can be obtained through 
my Book and Subscription News Agency depart- 
ment. Books always wanted in exchange; also, 
mavazines and paper, old and new. 


7 Advertising judiciously placed through the San Diego | 
Advertising Bureau. 


The Leading Publishing House in Southern Califor- 
nia, Prepared to contract to publi: h or print any 
book, paper, mazazine or periodical desired. : < 


REBHES)\BY PERMISSION TO | ALORA OF SOUTHERN AND LOWER CALIFOR- 
NIA. A Check List of the flowering plants, ferns, 
The Consolidated National Bank of San Diego, | Hchens and marine algw. “By C. R. Onoure. “Price, 
SAN DIEG Climate, Topographpy, Productions, 
j Etc. By Dovueiass Gunn, 78 pp., 

| with Map, 25 cents. 


Special Agents in San Francisco, Chicago and New 

York, Italy and Germany. : 

sip Siege aaiaaal N t on Mollusks of the vicinity of San Diego, 

; London Agent: W. P. Collins, 157 Great Portland St. | OleS Cal., and Todos Santos Bay, 


: é Lower California, By C. R. OrcurtT, with comments: 
Paris Agent: E. Delaporte, Chemin des Angles, Fon- | erie: lee ee Vwith plate. Peles 25 fontan 


tenay sur Bois, | C. R. ORCUTT, San Diego, Cal. 
| . . y 


Space for sale on this page by C. R. Orcutt, 961_Fourth St, 


is 


. 


Ror. Vil. NOVEMBER, 1888. 


THE 


¢ URIOSITY 


iM noni NTIQy 


Natural History—Part IV.......-..eeeee ceeeee Re Pay at che hemceed hse reine 5 oat in heen 
Will Bibs cee ri cs os has Se ia Pn ete ors cite eles Broa at ot enedn rere cofin (Gs et ateta) sno J oi ans eesielaiela|atalatas 
PROSSER SOT akagiaie star Se Ae HDNet Recs coretatie oe sata tralaieset slera oon) pitts ciate! e's lacrietateres nie taveiate 
Sins OF Nova SCOUa ee eee. TaEED che eT OL aN mea Reha 
The Collector in. Mexied. ... sy eayn « ebee eG USE Res AA OSs Tapa let o Pe he Saas arelahala: cian 
tA Rich Disc0Very. 2.2%: Oo. 973k calek ee ee ca el ee Coaaienrg sia errs nh Aone eA Se aN BE 
Tndidn- Carvings «6.6 i. eee eee a re eiwe sa he Bible dT ares alge COMA await Rename os 
Prumitaine Birds 1.4.4; 3 d3-}. oe We etek fe F es bles Lie caw avin omen sapped gta pee ea 
Some Noteés:on ‘the Cray-Fish 05 25. ive. cece ce dce see tie selene aineca sees been secigeces 
Exchange NOteS:.. 3.8.3. Le SS tele win StS BNR I a eivaig MER en sia 


E. M. HAIGHT, Editor and Proprietor. 


—PUBLISHED FOR THE EDITOR BY— 


C. R. Orcutt, 961 FourtTH STREET, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA. 


Address all correspondence to E. M. Hatcut, Box 24, Riverside, California. 


SUBSCRIPTION : 
United States, Canada and Mexico.....eevevvcrerves 35 cents per year. 
To other Countries in the Postal Union. ...cvecicvceeecweeeeee 50 cents. 


SIMO le LIEN cerns ace etcetera re 4 cents. 


The Old Curiosity Shop. 


Coin, Stamps, Eggs, Ete. 


‘0: 


39-PAGED CATALOGUE 


FOR STAMP. 
W. F. GREANY, 


827 Brannan Street, San Francisco, Cal. | 


RUBBER STAMP 


only 20 cents. 


stamps. PITTSFIELD RUBBER STAMP WORKS, 


Pittsfield, Mass. 


TO ADVERTISERS! 


For a check for $20 we will printa ten-line adver: 
tisement in One Million issues of leading Ameri- 
can Newspapersand complete the work within ten 
days. Thisis at therate of only one-fifth of acent 
aline, for 1,000 Circulation! The advertisement 
will appear in but a single issue of any paper, and 
consequently will be placed before One Million 
different newspaper purchasers; or FIvE MILLION 
READERS, if it is true, as is sometimes stated, that 
every newspaper is looked at by five persons on 
an Pag en lines will accommodate about 75 
words. Address with ba | of Adv. and check, or 
send 30cents for Book of 256 pages. 

GEO. P. ROWELL &CO., 10SPRucE ST., NEW YoRE. 
' We have just issued a new edition of our 
Book called ‘* Newspaper Advertising.” It has 256 
pares, and among its contents may be named the 

ollowing Lists and Catalogues of Newspapers :— 

DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN NEW YORE CITY, 
with their Advertising Rates. 

DAILY NEWSPAPERS In CITIES HAVING more 
than 150,000 population, omitting all but the best. 

DAILY NEWSPAPERSIN CITIES HAVING more 
than 20,000 population, omitting all but the best. 

A SMALL LIST OF NEWSPAPERS IN which to 
advertise every Section of the country: being a 
choice selection made up With great care, guided 
by long ereperenee. 

ONE. NEWSPAPERIN A STATE. The best one 
for an advertiser to use if he will use but one. 

BARGAINS IN ADVERTISING IN DAILY News- 
papers in many principal cities and towns, a List 

. which offers peculiar inducements tosome adver- 


tisers. 
LARGEST CIRCULATIONS. A complete list of 
all American papers issuing regularly more than 


25,000 oe. 

THE BEST LIST OF LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, cov- 
ering every town of over 
5,000 population and every 
ge eS county séat, 

SELECT LIST or LOCAL 
NEWSPAPERS, in which 
advertisements areinsert- 
ed at half price. Ne eritt 

5,472 VILLAGE NEWS- 
PAPERS, in which adver- 
tisements are inserted for 
a a line and appearin 

he whole lot—one-half of 
allthe American Weeklies — 
Book sent toany addressfor THIRTY CENTS. 


Find De ae ea f 


Collectors and Dealers. 


A 


good in all respects. 
or the same. 


AGENTS WANTED. 
iwesEIND FOR TERMsz 


with your name in | 
fancy type, 32 vis- 
ting cards, indellible ink to mark linen, box, etc., 
Our Jarge 100 page catalogue free 
yith each order, or one can be had for five 1-cent | 


FIRST-CLASS RUBBER STAMP, 1 TO 5 LINES 
with ink and pads in a neat box only 33 cents. 
This is not a cheap, good-for-nothing stamp, but is 
Other makers are charging $1. 


| Wm. 


WHOLESALE DEALER IN 


POSTAGE STAMPS, 
Baltimore, Md. 
September list just issued.) Cheapest in the U. S. 


| 176 SARATOGA ST., 


Every dealer should send for a list. 


kL. W. STILWELL, 
‘NATURAL HISTORY SPECIMENS 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, 

DEADWOOD, - - DAKOTA. 


| Catalogue free. I want to buy Calif’a Arrow Heads. 


TEN CENTS 


| Will bring you by return mail a large bundle of 
Story-papers, Novels, Magazines, etc., etc. They 
are not cheap publications, but the highest grade. 
F. C. JOHNSON, 
Boonvilte, N.Y. 


400 Sample Copies of Papers from 25 States 
| A() with your name in printed list, sent you every 
month for only 10 cents per month. 100U 
| Papers and 8 liste for 25 cents. 
WorLp Martine Acuncy, Passumpsic, Vt. 
with your name in 


| RUBBER STAMP fancy type, 25 vis- 


jting cards and INDIA INK to mark linen, only 25 

cents, (stamps.) Book of 2000 styles free with each ~ 

|order. Agents wanted. Big pay. 

THALMAN MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
BALTIMORE, MD. 


The Bay State Oologist 


Is a finely printed Monthly Magazine de- 
voted to the Student of Birds, their 
Nests and Eggs. 


—1—— 


| It has a large and varied list of contributors and is 
devoted to ail collectors of Oological speci- 
mens, either young or advanced. 


—_—o-—-— 
Subscription price, 50 cents per an 
num in advance. 7 


——Single copies, 5 cents.—— 


—-—-0-——— 


| Send a 2-cent stamp before April 1st and receive a 
Sample Copy. 


Address (The Publisher) 
W,: HiucFOOTE, 
43 Fenn St,. PITTSFIELD, Mass. 


S. JACOB, Natura ist. 


119 & 121 Bellevue Av., Newport, R. I., 
and 2 Casino Block, Narragansett: Pier, R. I. 


a Student’s Aquarium (Marine and Fresh Water) 
How to make and manage, by S. Jacob, with cata- 
logues of curiosities, shells, birds’ eggs, etc., on re- 


-R. W. FORD, Bristol, Conn. | ceipt of 10 cents. 


When answering advertisements, please mention ‘The Old Curiosity Shop? 


Vou. VIII. No. 2, 


" Novemerr. 


1888. 


“Wuote No. 40. 


NATURAL HISTORY, 


PART IV. 


While speaking of botany it would 
be wrong to omit speaking of one | 
who has been called the ‘‘ Father of | 
Botany.’’ Carl von Linne, or as he | 
was commonly called Linnzeus, was | 
born on the 28th of May, 1707, at 
the village of Rooshoolt, in Smaland, 
a province of Sweden, where his | 
father, Nicholas Linne, was clergy- 
man. He entered asa pupil at the 
University of Lund, and about the |i 
years 1727-28, was received into the 
house of Stobzeus, a physician in 
that city, where he had abundant op- 
portunities of prosecuting natural his- 


tory. He afterward proceeded to} 
Upsal, and had to struggle with) 
great difficulties while studying} 
there. He aided Celsius in his Hier- 


obotanicon, or account of the plants | 
of the Scriptures, and he became as- | 
sistant to Rudbeck, Professor of Bot- | 
any. He after wards traveled in Lap- 
land, took his degree in Holland, 
visited England, ‘and commenced 
practice in Stockholm, where he lec- 
tured on botany and mineralogy. 
He finally became Professor of Bot- 
any at Upsal, and was one of the 
most popular lecturers of the day. 
He died on the 8th of January, 1778, 
in the seventy-first year of his age. 
His herbarium is now in the posses- 
sion of the Linnzean Society After | 
dealing with the inorganic branches 
of natural history and the first branch | 
of the organic bodies, we next turn 
our attention to those organized bod- 
ies that.have the power of motion. 
Zoology (from zoon, an animal, and 
logos, a discourse) is a branch of 


natural history, and is itself divided 
into a number of branches pursued 
as distinct sciences, the subject being 


|ally takes place. 


too vast to be thoroughly studied in 
jany other 


way. It is necessary, 
though, that the results of investiga- 
tions in particular departments 


should be brought together so that 


the whole animal kingdom may be 
viewed as a whole and the relation 


|between widely different groups of 


animals to each other be determined. 


|The number of species of animals is 
‘far greater than that of plants, and 


the diversity among them is also 
greater, so that a division of the sci- 
ence of zoology into branches relat- 
ing to different groups very natur- 
We give names to 
these different subjects correspond- 
ing to the object studied, viz: studies 
having mammalia for the principal 
features are called mazology, (from 
mazon, ateat.) This is not a satis- 
factory name however, a curious cir- 


/cumstance being, that what may be 


called the highest branch of zoology, 
'has no popularly received name. 
Studies of birds are those known as 


ornithology, that relating to reptiles 
is herpetology, 


that to serpents, 
ophiology, that relating to fishes ich- 
thyology. Among invertebrate ani- 
mals the great group of mollusca is 
the subject of the science of molacol- 


ogy. This term is not generally 
used. Among shells the term con- 
chology is employed. Those 


branches relating to insects are univer- 
sally known as entomology, and the 
term helminthology is applied to the 
study of worms. Physiology is one 
of the most important branches of 


\zoology, and with it is closely con- 


nected that branch of chemistry 
which treats of animal substances. 
Up to the time of Aristotle the study 
of zoology was not prosecuted to 
any extent. In his hands it became 
a science, and a foundation of a sys- 
tem of classification was laid, No 
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artificial system of PS like 
the sexual system of Linnzeus was 
ever proposed. Aristotle divided 
them into two classes, the highest 
having red blood, the lowest having 
a colorless fluid instead of blood, the 
former corresponding to the verte- 
brate, and the latter to the inverte- 
brate of modern zoologists. In the 
study of zoology far more attention 
has been paid recently than formerly 
to the relation which each part of the 
animal organization bears to the 
whole, as the respiratory system to 
the circulating system, the digestive 
system, the nervous system, etc. 
The study of the science has become 
more philosophical, and the view ob- 
tained of nature more complete, and 
it the difficulty of classification is 
found greater than when characters, 
derived from the particular parts of 
the organization, were more exclu- 
sively regarded, the result, when 
fairly wrought out, is a avetens at 
once more perfect and more natural. 
C. S. Mason. 


WILD BIRDS. 


(Family Leoniidz, Butcher 


‘Birds.) 


PART Il. 


This family of birds receives its, 


name from its general habit of hang 
ing its victims on a thorn of a bush, 
or a sliver of a fence, while it tears it 
to pieces and devours it. There are 
some four species of this family, all, 
of which belong to the same genus; 
found in North America, and of, 
these three are reckoned among the 
‘‘ Birds of Ontario,’’ but it is disput- 


able whether the two smaller mem-_ 
bers of this genus are not simply sec- | 


tional variations of the same species. 


In general appearance and _ habits, | 
there is a strong family resemblance. | 


The Northern Butcher Bird. 
(Lantus Borealis.) i 


This bird appears to make its sum- 
mer home and nesting place in those | 
vast regions of the Canadian Domin- | 
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ion which lie to the north and west 
of the province of Ontario, though it 
is probable that some of them may 
nest and rear their young in the dis- 
trict of Muskoka. In its general ap- 
pearance it closely resembles the 
more common white-rumped butcher 
bird, or shrike, as it is also called, 
and which is resident in Ontario 
from early spring till late in Au- 
tumn; and it requires a close exam- 
nation in order to distinguish the dif- 
ference. Upon a close inspection, 
however, it will be found that the 
Borealis is over an inch longer in size 
of body, and lighter in color, than the 
other species. The northern shrike 
is between nine and ten inches in 
length, and the extent of each wing 
about four and a half inches. The 
plumage on the upper parts of the 
body is bluish-ash, with a black bar 
on the side of the head; the wings 


and tail -aré black, and: the 
lower parts are white. When 
it, “is < ‘standing’ - on. 7a, peach 
the tail jerks nervously. ‘to 


either side. It usually makes its ad- 
vent in Central Ontario late in au- 
'tumn, or about the first snowfall; 
'and except in very cold weather is 
‘commonly observed in all the winter 
‘months. It is more often observed 
singly than otherwise, though some- 
times it is observed in pairs, and 
/more rarely in parties of four or six. 
It may often be observed sentinel- 
like, standing on a high post, the 
|top of a bush, or a tall tree, from 
/whence it has an extensive view of 
its surroundings, and from such po- 
sitions it often darts off like a flash 
‘after some unfortunate small bird, 
which it frequently hunts down and 
captures by its superior speed of 
‘flight. Sometimes it will take its 
stand ona high tree in the woods 
near where timber is being cut down, 
-and where flocks of cross-bills and 
others of our small winter birds are 
feeding among the evergreens, and 
in its own peculiar style begins to 
discourse sweet music, evidently 


with the design of deceiving its feath- 
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were by the pitying gods turned into 
poplar trees, and the tears they shed 
were dropped as amber on the 
shores of the river. 


Thales of Miletus, one of ‘‘ the 
seven wise men of Greece,’’ observed 
that amber when rubbed with a cloth 


ered audience, until an opportunity 
occurs of making one of them a vic- 
tim to its hunger, now rendered 
doubly keen by the freezing blasts of | 
winter. And when it has secured its 
prey it flies off with it in its bill or! 
claws, like a little falcon, to some) 
suitable spot where, undisturbed, it| would attract light bodies, as bits of 
can feed at leisure. straw, feathers, etc., and on this sim- 
Of late years the English sparrow ple observation the modern science 
furnishes many a repast to this! of electricity was founded. 
bird in the winter season, and it! 


SC ei ane Sr As We have no idea at what time nor 
ee ee eee | by whom amber was first discovered; 
if it would succeed in almost exter- 


Abas = ‘we find it first mentioned in the 
minating this increasing pest. The Odyssey of Homer where, speaking 
oe Bae oe ae ae |of the jewels offered by the Phceni- 

ee ee EO one (OF ENS cian traders to the Oueen uf eyeniie 
white-rump species, except that they a 


‘ade |says “The gold necklace hung with 
are a little larger in size. | tsar aniber 


mM. L. KELLS. 
Wn eEES: | ‘The most abundant supply of am- 


(Zo be continued.) | 


a 


FOSSIL RESIN. 


We find a hard, brittle substance, 


classed by Dana as an “ oxygenated | 


hydro-carbon, ” mineral resin 
known as amber. 


But amber is a fossil or petrified 


or 


resin; formed in one of those long) 


geological ages long ago, somewhat 
as resin is from the pine to-day. 

Pliny said that it was an exudation 
.from trees of the pine family. 


Amber is generally of a yellow | 


color, passing from a light straw to 
orange, but it is also sometimes red 
or brown. 

It is sometimes perfectly transpa- 
rent, but more frequently translu- 
cent. 

Amber was held in high repute by 
the ancients, both for articles of jew- 
elry and ornamental purposes, 

It was believed by the Romans 
that a necklace of amber beads hung 
around the necks of infants prevented 
them from secret poisons. 

The Greeks tried to account for 
amber by a fable or myth, purport- 
ing that the Heliade, on seeing their 
brother Phaethon hurled by the 


lightning of Jove into Eridanus, 


ber is obtained from the shores of 
| the Baltic, where it occurs in regular 
| veins. 
| On the Prussian coast are mines 
for obtaining and working it. 
According to Dana “It has been 
'found in various parts of the green 
|sand formation in the United States, 
‘either loosely embedded in the soil 
or engaged in marl or lignite, as at 
Gayhead, on Martha’s Vineyard, 
‘near Trenton, and also at Camden, 
'in New Jersey, and at Cape Sable, 
near Magothe river in Maryland. 
When rubbed or burned amber 
‘emits a very pleasant’ odor, and 
great quantities are consumed at 
|Mecca by the pilgrim followers of 
| Mohammed. 
The value of amber depends on its 
| color, size, and luster. 
In 1576a mass found in Prussia; 
‘and weighing eleven pounds, was 
| presented to the emperor. 
|_ A piece in the royal cabinet at 
'Berlin weighs eighteen pounds; 
other large pieces of twelve or thir- 
| teen pounds weight have occasion- 
jally been found, but are extremely 
| rare. 
_ Pieces of amber are sometimes 
found containing fossil insects, leaves 
|or twigs. These are rare, and col- 
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lectors have been imposed upon by | 

fraudulent imitations. | 

Amber is used now chiefly for 

mouth pieces of pipes and_ cigar 

holders, and in making a kind of 
varnish. 

WESLEY GEORGE. 

aneEee 

COINS OF NOVA SCOTIA. 


All numismatists who are inter- 
ested in Canadian coins, will find that 
the coins of Nova Scotia form an in- | 
teresting series by themselves. | 
There are about thirty varieties in. 
all, several of which are quite rare. | 
As far as we know Nova Scotia has 
only a copper coinage, consisting of 
pennies, half-pennies and_ tokens, | 
There is, occasionally, a variety that. 
was coined several years, bearing 
the date of the coinage. 

No. 1 is a penny piece with a 
milled edge, bearing the dates of 
1823-24-32. Obverse, head of! 
George IV, surrounded by “ Prov- 
ince of Nova Scotia.” Reverse, a 
thistle in full bloom: above thistle, | 
‘One Penny Token;’’ below date 
1824 or 1832. We never saw the 
coin with the date 1823. 

No. 2 is the same as No. I, ex- 
cept the head of Victoria takes the 
place of George IV. This coin 1s 
dated either 1840 or 1843. 

No. 3 is a half-penny piece with 
the same obverse and reverse as No. | 
1, and was issued in 1823-24-32. 

No. 4, a half-penny, has the same 
obverse and reverse as No. 2, and 
was coined in 1840-43. 

No. 5, a penny token, has for its’ 
obverse a crowned head of Victoria, 
surrounded by ‘“ Victoria; D; G; 
Britanniai; Reg; F; D; date 1856 
under bust, only issued that year 
Reverse, may flower in center 
‘“ Province of Nova Scotia” above | 
and ‘‘One Penny Token’’ beneath. | 

No. 6 is a half penny token of the 
same date and design as No. 5. | 

No. 7 is a copper cent issued in’ 
861-62-64. Obverse, head of Vic- 
toria, crowned with a -wreath of, 


wreath 
Cent,’ below ‘‘ Nova Scotia.”’ 


leaves, surrounded by the same 


‘words as No. 5, in an abbreviated 


form. Reverse, crown in center, 
order which is a line and date, sur- 
rounded by,a beaded circle and a 
of flowers; above “ One 


No. 8isa half cent of the same de- 
sign as No. 7, and coined in 1861-64. 

No. 9. Obverse, head surrounded 
by a circle; outside of it are the words 
‘“Half-penny Token;’’ below, date 
1814. Reverse, a large _ build- 
ing, surrounded by ‘‘ Payable by 
Hosterman & Etter, Halifax.’’ 

No. 10. Obverse, head to right 
same as No. 9; no circle around head, 
date 1815. Reverse. similar to No, 9. 

No. rr. Obverse, the same as No. 
to. Reverse, a ship under full sail, 
and motto ‘‘Success to Navigation 


‘and Trade.’’ 


No. 12 is smaller than No. tr. Ob- 
verse, Similar to No. 11 with same 
date. Reverse, ship under full sail, 
surrounded by “Payable by John 
Alexander Barry, Halifax.” 

No. 13. Obverse, same as No. 12. 
Reverse, ship under full sail, with 
the word ‘‘ Halifax’’ underneath. 


*» 


No. 14. Obverse, same as No. 
12. Reverse, a seated figure, ‘‘ Gen- 


uine British Copper.” 
No. 15. Obverse, a barrel in cen- 


‘ter, surrounded by a circle; outside 


are the words ‘‘ Half Penny Token,” 
and the date 1815. Reverse. In 


center are the words “ Payable by 


Miles W. White, Halifax, N. S.,’’ 
surrounded by a circle; all sur- 
rounded by the words ‘Importer of 
Ironmongery, Hardware, etc.”’ 

No. 16. Obverse, head facing thé 
right, surrounded by “ Half Penny 
Token,’ 1814. Reverse, ship under 
full sail, surrounded by ‘‘ For the 
convenience of trade.’’ 

No. 17. Obverse, the same as No. 
16. Reverse, ship under full sail, 
surrounded by ‘‘ Payable by Carritt 
& Apoort,’’ Halifax. 

No. 18. Obverse, *‘One Farth- 
ing,’ Payable .at W. L. White's, 
Halifax House, Halifax. Reverse, 
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‘“Cheap Dry Goods Store,’ 
ter,’ surrounded by “ W. ta Whites, 
Halifax House, Halifax.”’ 

No. 19. Obverse, head of Gen- 
eral Broke facing lett; above it the 


word ‘‘Broke;’ below,’ Halifax, 
Nova Scotia.’’ Reverse, seated fig- 
ure, with the word ‘“ Britannia’’ 


above, and date 1814 below. 


Nc. 20. Obverse, ship under full 
sail; above, ‘‘ Half Penny Token;’’ 
below; “ Nova: Scotia.”. Reverse, 
Indian and dog, surrounded by 
“Starr & Shannon; Halitax,”” and 
date 1815. 

No. 21. Obverse, the same as 
fee Ree R Reverse, Indian and 


dog, surrounded by “Commercial 
Change,’ and date 1815. 

No. 22. Large building sur- 
rounded by ‘‘ Wholesale and Retail 
Hardware Store,’ and date 1816. 
Reverse, two shovels, one sickle, 
one scythe, and one barrel of nails, 
surrounded by the words ‘‘ Halifax”’ 
and ‘‘ Nova Scotia.” 

No. 23... ‘Obverse, the same:.as 
No. 22. Reverse, the same as No. 
22 except the words ‘‘ Payable at 
W. A. & S.Black’s, Halifax, N. 
S.,’’ surround the oe advertised 
on the coin. 

No. 24. Obverse, a large thistle, 
surrounded by the motto ‘‘ Nemo 
me impune laces sit”’ Reverse, 
ship under full sail. Around the 
ship are the words ‘ Pay rable at the 
store of J. B. Brown.’’ 

No. 25. Obverse, ship under full 
sail, surrounded by ‘‘ Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick’’ under the ship 
is the word ‘“Success.’’ Reverse, a 
seated figure, surrounded by “ Half 
Penny Token.” 

No. 26. Obverse, ‘* Encourage 
country importers.’’ Reverse, Rob- 
ert Purvey’ s Cheap Family ‘Store, 
Wallace.’’ 


No. 27. Obverse, ‘‘ Ferry Token.”’ 


Reverse, steamship, surrounded by 
“ Halifax Steamboat Co.”’ 

The above coins, with the excep- 
tion of a few minute varieties, which 
probably cannot be obtained at any 


| 


Sars | = f 
in cen- | price, represent the coins of Nova 


Scotia. We hope this list and de- 
scription will be of help to some 
young collector who is striving to 
make a good collection of the coins 
of Canada. 
E. G. WARD. 
———:0: —— 

THE COLLECTOR IN MEXICO. 


PART I. 


If there is anyone who supposes 
that there is lack of appreciation on 
the part of Mexican scholars of the 
relics of the early races with which 
the soil of Mexico abounds, such a 
one is laboring under a sad mistake. 
The city of Mexico is a great center 
of archaeological study—greater than 
is generally ‘known, The archzolo- 
gist works there under peculiarly 
favorable auspices. Not only is he 
upon the most productive ground, so 
to speak, in the world, with means 
readily at hand for the pursuit of his 
studies, but he is under the patron- 
age of a government which, however 
lax it may be in the payment of its 
‘debts, cannot be accused of parsi- 
mony in regard to its encouragement 
of the two great studies, for w hich its 
territory furnishes such unbounded 
facilities—archezology and_ ethnol- 
ogy. These scholars, therefore 
backed by the gov ernment, jealously 
guard every excavation made in the 
land, and eternal vigilance on their 
part has been the price of some of 
the objects now lining the walls of 
the rooms devoted to “ antiquities’’ 
in the National Museum. 

Still, this is no reason why the pri- 
vate collector should be frightened 
off from attempting to secure some- 
thing from Mexico representing the 
races antedating the Conquest. He 


would certainly be rewarded by a 


visit to Mexico, and it is only neces- 
sary for me to give some hint as to 


| w hat he is to fo when he gets there, 


in order to succeed somewhat in his 
quest for relics of the prehistoric 
races. There is much to be guarded 
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against, principally of the nature of 


deceptions practiced upon novices 


most innocent-looking natives in the 
very places where the collector would 
least expect that a knowledge of the 
value of prehistoric relics had pene- 
trated. 
peon glance over his shoulder as if 
tearful that he was being watched by 
the curator of the National Museum, 
and then furtively draw from the 
folds of his sarafe a clay image, 


novice for five dollars, under the im- 
pression that he was securing a pre- 
historic relic. 
of the Museum, or any experienced 


I have seen an ordinary | 
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lector must furthermore be content 


with fragments, and he must not 
and upon the unwary. Some of the 
basest of frauds are practiced by the. 


Whereas the curator | 
places. 


collector, would know at a glance) 


that the clay image was a thing of. 


yesterday, and was not worth a dol- 
lar. The private collector should 


know at the outset that objects thus | 
offered are to be regarded with sus- | 


picion, for it pays the feox far better 
to sell all he finds to the government 
than to find a private purchaser for 
them. 

Cigar dealers who have in their 
stores ‘Aztec flutes’ are also to be 
avoided. These are grotesque clay 
whistles which, if not bought too 


dear, are worth possessing as library | 


ornaments, as illustrations of the Az- 
tec styles of decoration, for they are 
good copies of antiques. But they 
are by no means to be received by 
collectors for what they arenot. In 
short, the government is far too good 
a customer for any such wares as 
these claim to be, to seek purchasers 
elsewhere. So that the collector can 
only rely upon such articles as he 
himself digs from the earth. And in 
this he must exercise great caution. 
Care must be taken in the selection 


of a locality. Several localities 
might be suggested within easy 
access of the City of Mexico. Of 


course those where excavations are 


'search will be various. 


going on under the control of the 
curators of the National Museum are 
to be studiously avoided. 
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hastily throw anything aside until he 
has deliberated over it and fully de- 
termined its value. Great will be his 
toil. But his reward is also likely to 
be great. 

As to relics of the different periods 
succeeding the Conquest, less diffi- 
culty will be experienced. Old curi- 
osity shops abound in the City of 
Mexico. But these are to be ap- 
proached with caution. They are 


not now what they were five years 
which would be eagerly bought by a. 


ago. The stock has diminished and 
prices have gone up. _ Besides that, 
the dealers have learned chicane. 
The old junk shops are still the best 
But even there the collector 
must be alert. He must have a va- 
ried knowledge, for the objects of his 
And he will 
find himself in competition with all 
the experienced collectors and all the 
dealers in relics in Mexico. Still, 
nothing should be said to discourage 
the attempt. The search is in itself 
fascinating, and even if unsuccess- 
fully pursued as regards the posses- 
sion of relics, it will prove instruct- 
we. And, besides, ‘‘ It is better to 
have loved and lost, than never to 
have loved at all,’’ asentiment which 
every enthusiastic collector will 
heartily echo. 
ARTHUR HowArRD NOLL. 


——_ {Oo 


A RICH DISCOVERY. 


PART III. 


I cleaned off the dirt, and found it 
was some kind of a chest, and open- 
ing it by taking off the rotten plank 
cover, | saw there were books and 
manuscript records in it. My shouts 
to mother soon brought her to the 
spot. Taking out the books and 
papers, I passed them up to mother. 
Under the papers I found another 
box, and this was heavy and almost 
all I could lift up on the bank above 
In tipping it I could hear 
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the clinking together of the coin, and 
I was so excited I hardly knew what 
todo But I passed up the balance 
of the contents of the chest: Two 
short French swords, two curious 
pistols and several other things. Be- 
tween mother and I we took the 
small chest to the house; and I pried 
off the fastenings and opened the lid. 
It was gold. and the same kind that 
I found before. only these were clean 
andnice Here are six of them, Mr. 
H., and will you give me $3 each for 
them?” Jexamined them. They 


were old French ous a’ Ors, worth | 


$4 or over of United States gold; 
and I told Harry that I wuuld give 
him $4 for every one of them. A 
happier youngster I never saw. I 
ordered a horse and carriage and 
drove immediately out to the planta- 
tion. In the presence of the lady 
and her children I counted out the 
gold pieces—just 1,343—and I gave 
Harry a certificate of deposit in the 
name of his mother for $5,372. Be- 
fore sunset we had the money in the 
bank vaults, and saw Harry start 
homeward with quite a load of com- 
forts that must have come at a timely 
moment. They have never seen 
want since, and to-day no better con- 
ducted plantation can be found than 
Harry M.’s, or one better looked af- 
ter or more profitable. 
idleness gave new strength to the 
soil, and the flourishing crops attest 
the thoroughness of culture and that 
a master-hand is guiding all. Oth- 
ers have dug over the old fort until 
they have nearly obliterated it, but 
no more Louzs @ Ors have greeted 
the eyes of the expectant seekers. 
J. G. BRIGHAM, 
——:0: —— 


INDIAN CARVINGS. 


The Chuckawalla mountains form 
a part of the vast region called the 
Colorado desert, and are located in 
the north-eastern part of San Diego 
county, California. 

About thirty miles from Salton, a 
station on the Central Pacific R. R., 


| 
and near 


Its years of 


the centre of the Pacific 
Mining District, there is a smoothly 
worn rock bearing on its nearly per- 
pendicular face various Indian signs. 


I give below a rough sketch of the 


figures engraved upon this rock, as I 
foundthem June 7th. It is beside an 
old In ian trail at several natural 
water reservoirs locally known as the 


Black Tanks: 
ae Boyt a 


These s'gns were cut into the rock 
about half fai inch, and were two to 


'six or cight inches in height, and all 
ivery distinctly cut. 


Those near the 
character resembling a large capital 
E were nearly effaced by the weather 
and could not be accurately outlined. 

Ten miles from this rock, at Cohn 
spiings, | was informed that a number 
of rocks were similarly inscribed, with 
a much greater variety of designs, 
but I was unable at the time to visit 
the locality. My companion, Mr. 
W. F. Hendsch, kindly outlined a 
few of the characters for me, which 
I give below: 


\) 


6 Inches 
Across 
Each to Inches High 
es a voy 
tear eee 
% a * — oo 
® ° a 
x mi eo , 4 
@ 
2 a 


3 Feet Long. 


20 


i 


1 Foot Long 


18 Inches Long 


The above are signs selected at 
random from the great variety that 
he had observed on the rocks. The 
size is approximately indicated. He 
had been informed that they were in- 
tended to indicate the different local- 
ities where water might be cbtained 
in that region, a straight line at- 
tached to a circle representing the 
trail leading to a tank or pool of 
water, the circle alone standing for a 
natural water tank or reservoir or for 
a spring. The figure above given 
where the straight line is crossed by 
a winding one was intended to de- 
scribe a short cut to the water; the 
trail (straight line), leaving the wash 
or ravine and going across a divide 
a number of times, thus lessening the 


| 
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crest of one of these shines like a 
sparkling crown of colored light, 


‘while the colors adorning the breast 
_are equally brilliant. 


The species of the humming bird 


‘family now number more than three 


distance to the water, instead of fol- | 


lowing the natural course of the wash. 
Ce eet Ore. 


-O? 
HUMMING BIRDS. 


BY S. ESTLE MILLER. 


In all the field of oology, there 
is no group of birds so interesting to 
the naturalist as the humming bird. 
Its size, its gorgeous colors and the 
abundance of different species, have 
given this small bird a pre-eminent | 
position among the feathered tribe. | 
The continents and islands of, 
America are its home, and no other | 
country can boast ofa single species. | 
It may be found a 
the Arctic regions, 


hundred, and through the energy of 
naturalists, this number is being in- 
creased every year. These birds 
have taken their name from the soft, 
humming noise made by the rapid 
motion of their wings. It is claimed 
by some that this sound differs in 
different species, and often to such 
an extent that an observant ear can 
detect the species by this noise pro- 
duced in its flight. One ot the very 
common species here in Ohio is the 
ruby throat, whieh takes its name 
from the feathers that encircle its 
throat and shine with a ruby lustre. 

The humming bird arrives here in 
Ohio about the 5th of May, each 
year, and usually comes in pairs. 


They begin their _nest-building 
about the first week in June. Not 
long ago, when out walking, we 


found the nest of one of the smallest 
of these birds. It was about half 


‘the size of a hen’s egg. and was 


‘small bits of leaves 
|The eggs, i 


swung to a twig about the thickness 
of a knitting-needle. It was made 
of cotton fibers and the down of 
certain plants, and was covered with 
and soft bark. 
number, were 
white, elliptical in shape, and of 
nearly the same size at each end. 

The naturalist Andubon discover- 
ed a very curious habit belonging to 
these birds, and one that he con- 
cluded was resorted to in order to 
conceal the whereabouts of- their 
nest. It was this: 

While watching the nest of one he 
saw the female bird suddenly leave 


two in 


11 the way trom /its station on a neighboring limb 
of the chilly and shoot perpendicularly into the 
north, to Patagonia in the south. | air until it was 
They are more numerous in the After 


lost from sight. 
a few moments of patient 


West Indies and Central America| waiting, he had the pleasure of see- 
than in any other part of the con-| ing it descend and alight directly 
tinent, and it is here that the most|upon the spot where she had con- 
beautiful are to be found. The tiny | structed: her nest. 
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INDIAN MILLS, 


It is a well known fact that the 
Indians raised corn. They certainly 
hada way to grind or mash it. It 
is supposed by some that the 
mortars sometimes found, were used 
for this purpose; they may have 
been used in this way, but it is more 
probable that they were used for 
pulverizing roots, etc., by pounding 
with a pestle. for medicine. 


rounded edges, about two inches 
thick, and worn very smooth. The 
whole piece had been about thirty- 
two inches in circumference. 
other part was made of stone shaped 
like avery shallow mortar, and 
made to fit the buhr loosely, 
corn being placed between them, 
and eround by hand, something 
after the style of ancient Egyptian 
grinding. The stone of which the 
buhr was made was hard and 
granular, and when two pieces were 
struck together, like flint, they 
would ‘‘strike fire.” This kind of a 
mill was used by the Catfish, and 
perhaps also by the Mohawk, 
Indians in Southwestern  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Sor 


SOME NOTES ON THE CRAY- 
FISH 


(Astacus Fluviatilis.) 


The cray-fish is sometimes called 
the fresh water lobster on account of 
its resemblance to that crustacean. 

In the spring, about the middle of 
March, when the female cray-fish 
comes forth from its winter quarters, 
it has attached to the under part of 
its tail numerous eggs fastened to 
small filaments; these eggs are of 
abou} the size and color of hemp 
seed. 

These it carries about until some- 
time. in May or June, when they 


hatch; but they still continue to 
cling to the filaments until they have 
gained sufficient strength to start out 


I have | 
found several pieces of stone, with) 


The | 


even to the covering of 


the | 
| itself 


alone, they are then about ¥% inch 
long. 

While young they grow more 
rapidly than when they are more ad- 
vanced in age, they grow a little 
more than an inch in the first year. 

Speaking from personal observa- 


tions they grow to be about four 


inches in length when they have ob- 
tained their full growth. 

The mouth is situated directly in 
front of where the large claws join 
the body, and is marked by a pair 
of jaws running parallel to each 
other and pointing forwards. 

It sheds its shell every few weeks 
its eyes, 
after which it is soft for two or three 
days, it grows only during this state. 

While in this condition it conceals 
beneath weeds and stones, be- 
cause it is now defenceless. 

The shell begins to form and is 
hardened at the end of about four 
days, when it regains its old con- 
fidence. 

The cray-fish has the power of re- 
producing its limbs, when it has lost 
one through some accident. 

Take it all in all they are very 
interesting, and there is always 
something new to be found out 
about them if they are closely 
watched and studied. 

E.. STARKS. 
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AURELIUS TODD, 
Elk Head, Oregon. 
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offer of bird’s eggs insets, also U.S.and foreign 
stamps and coins for bird’s eggs 

JAMES LEvy, 
3255 Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

Sets, single and second-class eggs for exchange, 
or petrified wood given for eggs. 

A CALDER W¢ GOD, Jr, 
Santa Rosa, Sonoma Cor, Cal: 


Stone Indian relics wanted—I will exchange any 
organ or sewing machine, violin new from factory, 
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give L. and F. W. shells, minerals, and western | 


bird skins. 


Would also like manuals of geology, 
ornithology, 


conchology and herpetology. 
AURELIUS TODD, 
Elk Head, Or. 
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in sets. 
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I will give a Philatelic or Curiosity magazine 
in good condition for every five cents worth of 
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Scott. E. M. HAIGHT. 
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Natural history specimens, curiosities, advertis- 
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I will give any one of the following for every per- 
fect Indian arrow head sent me labeled with local- 
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I will give a year’s subscription to this magazine 
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Box 24, Riverside, Cal. 


To any one sending mea first-class set of eggs 
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The Old Curiosity Shop. 


Coin, Stamps, Eggs, Htc. 


39-PAGED CATALOGUE 


FOR STAMP. 
W. F: GREANY, 


827 Brannan Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


All who wish a box of Beautiful Land 
and Water Shells of S. W. Va., and Minerals 
of the Kaskaskia division. Send postal 
note for 35 cents and receive 30 minerals 
and shells. Free of postage. 


MISS MARY.A. JOYNER, 
Flag Pond, Va., U.S. A. 


TO ADVERTISERS! 


For a check for $20 we will print a ten-line adver- 
tisement in One Million issues of leading Ameri. 
can Newspapersand complete the work within ten 
days. Thisis at therate of ony one-fifth of acent 
aline, for 1,000 Circulation! The advertisement 
will appear in but a single issue of any paper. and 
consequently will be placed before One Million 
different newspaper purchasers; or FIvE MILLION 
READERS, if it is true, as is sometimes stated, that 
every newspaper is looked at by five persons on 
an cs bag en lines will accommodate about 75 
words. Address with copy of Adv. and check, or 
send 30 cents for Book of 256 pages. 

GEO. P. ROWELL & CO., 10SPRUCE ST., NEW YORE. 


We have 


just issued a new edition of our 
Book called **Newspaper Advertising.” It has 256 

ages, and among its contents ae e named the 
Following Lists and Catalogues of Newspapers :— 

DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN NEW YORK CITY, 
with their Advertising Rates. 

DAILY NEWSPAPERS In CITIES HAVING more 
than 150,000 population, omitting all but the best. 

DAILY NEWSPAPERSIN CITIES HAVING more 
than 20,000 oes omitting all but the best. 

A SMAL IST OF NEWSPAPERS IN which to 
advertise every section of the country: ear a 
choice selection made up with great care, guided 
by long experience. 

ONE, NEWSPAPERIN A STATE. The best one 
for an advertiser to use if he will use but one, 

BARGAINS IN ADVERTISING IN DAILY News- 
papers in many principal cities and towns, a List 
which offers peculiar inducements tosome adver- 


tisers. 
LARGEST CIRCULATIONS. A complete list of 
all American papers issuing regularly more than 


25,000 ae 
THE BEST LISTOF LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, cov: 
ering every town of over <= 
5,000 population and every 
ae eo county seat. 
SELECT LIST oF LOCAL 
NEWSPAPERS, in which 
advertisements areinsert- 
ed at haif price. " 
5,472 VILLAGE NEWS- 
PAPERS, in which adver- 
tisements are inserted for 
Spa a line and appearin 
he whole lot—one-half of 
allthe American Weeklies 
Book sent toany addressfor 
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Collectors and Dealers. 


A FIRST-CLASS KUBBER STAMP, 1 TO 5 LINES 
with ink and pads in a neat box only 33 cents. 
This is not a cheap, good-for-nothing stamp, but is 
good in all respects. Other makers are charging $1 
or the same. 


AGENTS WANTED. 
iwsSsEIND FoR TERMS 


R. W. FORD, Bristol, Conn. 


Wm. v. d. Wettern, Fe a 


WHOLESALE DEALER IN 


POSTAGE STAMPS, 


176 SARATOGA ST,, Baltimore, Md. 
Cheapest in the U. S 
Every dealer should send for a list. 


September list just issued. 
400 Sample Copies of Papers from 25 States 
with your name in printed list, sent you every 
month for only 10 cents per month, 1000 

Papers and 3 liste for 25 cents. 

WoRLD MaILine AGENoy, Passumpsic, Vt. 
with your name in 


RUBBER STAMP firey type, 35 vis. 


jting cards and INDIA INK to mark linen, only 25 


cents, (stamps.) Book of 2000 styles free with each 
order. Agents wanted. Big pay. 


THALMAN MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
BALTIMORE, MD. 


S. JACOB, Narturatisr. 


119 & 121 Bellevue Av., Newport, R. I., 
and 2 Casino Block, Narragansett Pier, R.I. 


a@ Student’s Aquarium (Marine and Fresh Water) 
How to mike and manage, by S. Jacob, with cata- 
logues of curiosities, shells, birds’ eggs, etc., on re- 
ceipt of 10 cents. 


COLLECTORS 


| Send 25 cents to the publisher of the COLLECTORS’ 
EXCHANGE, and you will get a first-class collectors’ 
paper one year. As premium we will send you a first- 
cl ss egg of the meadow lark. Don’t miss this 
chance, subscribe at once. 


FRANK EAMES, Jr., 
Elkhorn, Wisconsin. 

FOR SAL Indian Relics, Min- 

» erals, Fossils, Sea 

SS Shells, Old Arms, Confederate Money, 
State Book Bills, Autographs, Stamps, 
Setc. Illustrated Catalogue of Indian 


relics, etc , 6 cts. R. W. MERCER, Cin- 
cinnati, O. 


NATURAM EXPELLAS. FURCA, TAMEN 
USQUE RECURRET. 


Oo ne 

Send 5 cents in stamps for a specimen copy of THE 
| BEST scientific paper pnblished. Finely illustrated. 
First.class reading matter. Address, 


H. M. DOWNS,. 


125 Market Street, Lynn, Mass. 
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COLLECTOR AND EXCHANGE 


Is the best Collector’s Journal. (It is an &-page 
monthly in the interests of all. Subscription, 25 
cents per year; Advertising rates, 5U cents; Speoial 
rate of 35 cents. 

Business Directory free to ailvertisers. 

Exchange column free to subscribers 


SUBSCRIBE! ADVERTISE! 


H. S. PICKETT & CO.,, 
: 115 10th St., Buffalo, N. Y, 


When answering advertisements, blease mention ‘The Old Curiosity Shop? 
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CIRCULAR NO. 2. 


To be returned at once to E. M. HAIGHT, Box 24, Riverside, California. 
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If you desire them given 
in the Directory: 


Do you wish to increase your 
Have you a Collection ? .. _......collection by making exchanges ?_.. 


Please name here those departments of Science in which you are interested: 


To MR. E. M. HAIGHT, 
Riverside, California, U. S. A. 


Please enter me as a subscriber to the first edition of the INTERNATIONAL 
ScIENTISTS’ AND EXCHANGERS’ DirEcTORY, and send me when issued one copy, 


for which I agree to pay 25 cents. 
Signature, 


Address, 
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MONTHLY BARGAIN LIST 


-—OF—: 


d.&. Postage and Revenue Stamps, Goins, 
Birds’ Hees, Minerals, Shells, 


BROKEN BANK NOTES AND CURIOSITIES, 


FOR SALE BY 


Ee MA Sr ater 


Box 24, RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA, 


‘leRMs—Cash with order, and if in amount less than twenty- 
five cents, add four cents extra for packing and return postage. Re- 
mittances may be made at my risk by registered letter, post-office 
money order, express money order or draft. | For amounts less than 
one dollar, good, clean one-cent stamps will be taken. 

SPECIAL OFrERS—With your first order for specimens of me, 
amounting to one dollar or more, I will give you a year’s subscription 
to the OLD CURIOSITY SHOP if you are not already a subscriber. 

I request all my patrons to send along with your order for 
specimens the names and addresses of persons in your vicinity who 
you know to be live, energetic collectors. For all names thus sent 
you will be well repaid for your trouble 
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Match Stamps. 
Barber Match Co, rc blue, white p......... 03 


Medicine Stamps. 


Henry, Jno F, 1c black, white p....... 10 
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CENTS. 
U.S. Copper Cents. 
‘Twenty-five per cent discount from these 
prices until] April rst. 

bright. good 
jo ER OS ah Pea 8 end eae ve eae Meegtee SNE 25 .05 
DOG, 2 Prmcais cates amt doe RGAE wend Hoan ae 25 04 
eS epi Gin CSS ERRORS Ee 28 .O4 
LOS eine oe Micvns iissegs col piper orcaan at 25 -08 
by i ee i eM on ae, Te ae ee 2 .O4 
ROMANE Sic tn ca et TS 25 O04 
Lis Brae y nen cori. ues com Rete ar 25 04 
POAC Poco ah hyeuts. stele redersveetnd cis siete 25 -03 
CIS TA Sede oul aa Sete ep ES Ae .03 
TUG CAE LSS... Cte Re te 25 -03 
BOG Suan cious Saw clots Meee eketunre 15 -03 
SB eine Dion evince aed = 2 .03 

Flying E ale: Cents. 
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BIRDS’ EGGS. 


Eggs are all perfect, one hole, side blown, 
The figures in parentheses indicate the num- 
ber of eggs in a set. All others are single. 
The numbers on the left correspond to the 
A. O. U. Check List. Fifty per cent dis- 
count from these prices until April 1st. 


foie ete AL rere ttsis. si < sien coe e $1.75 


Bo | PISeONalileMOts +. .ly. sates wchelerae .50 
MOM AVEStore toil (3). cabo aces-einey oe cis 25 
FO COMMMONE OAC a) cree drut a )8 0 ne .05 
sce Gu i ete) aie) olstialo eae ree ee eae 10 
1z0c_ Farallone Cormorant............+. 1.00 
122 Brandt's Cormorant (3)............ 75 
123b Baird’s Cormorant (3)............. .50 
TH7 PONOWY ELeron A0)s, «Sct. «serine oes ke 
199 Louisiana Heron (3-4)............- 10 
Boo. dulitie (blue Eleron), scl gs ecter elie « 10 
zor Green Heron (4)...........-- hears eho 
202 Black-crowned Night Heron....... 10 
203 Yellow-crowned Night Heron (3)... .35 
Bure CO lappersallnes vc shice cannes ; i} 
2x8, PurpleiGallinule:.....\..@e seers tain 250 
258 Willet.. LOL RE RELIG 
263 Spotted ‘Sandpiper RMN eater ney mea! 82) 
te GIG aA Gee Oren BOC Dee amor 20 
SRG MV AISOMS LOVER ete erase Seiacty — 625 
294 California Partridge.. Meee 25 
294a California Valley Partr tridge oe ee aes 
305 Prairie Hen. Pete pls 
316 Mourning Dove (2). .03 
360 Sparrow Hawk.... 30 
378 Burrowing Owl (5- 6).. Fae smpiAGeae A 30 
38c0 oad RUMNEE.. «soc. «2s Pa ihiiene. 25 
473 Red-shafted Flicker .........<. 72... .10 
448 Scissor-tailed Fly Catcher......... .15 
447 Arkansas Kingbird............ 10 
ago) Cassin’ s; Kingbuds.c 01s. coe es SAO 
HES, |DlAckssebee ce reltnat teres) ng S20 
46a. Baird's Ely Watcher rare muses s+ esr .30 
mee Ruddy Horned Lark.. wae 
488 American Crow (4-5- Gye! 05 
499 Bi-colored Blackbird 05 
soo ‘Tri-colored Blackbird . 20 
sorb Western Meadow Lark .10 
sosa Arizona Hooded Oriole ; 2.00 
500 ‘Orchard ‘Oriole. 2.223.522 ' 05 
soe. bullock’s Onole.. i,k... tees a5 
sro Brewer's Blackbird .............-. 05 
513 Boat-tailed Grackle. ..... 05 
s1ga Crimson House Finch (4- 5) T° 05 
529 American Goldfinch. . 10 
531 Lawrence’s Coli. oh eee 25 
552a Western Lark Sparrow...... nae Ue A 
574 Bell’s Sparrow sayete c's Seige B 1.50 
581c Heerman’s Song Sparrow. . 4 aos 


593 Cardinal Grosbeak .05 
oxx —Purples Marten 2... <5 a... sere -20 
bre, “Sls S wallow qaccceon. sre. ne 03 
620 Phanopepla ......... 95 
622a White-rumped Shrike. #05 
633 Bell’s Vireo ... .. ee see 1s 
703 Mockingbird (4) 05 
vou, Cathirdi(4)) 2... 2.2.2 02 
710 California ‘Thrasher. 25 
FIR ACACS MINN TELS oe cos oa aiisiel a shevate “rs 
715 Rock Wren . é pat 3:5 
wee Winter Wrens .2. cies 10 .2- Pets 
733 Plain Titmouse. Ato) 
7S: USE VLG i. otras ae tate ee ree 20 
7432 California Bush ita gies ue .25 
767 Western Bluebird. ; ict eae ss 
[Continued next month. ] 
CURIOSITIES. 

Alligator ‘Teeth. 05 

Barnacles (Pacific) 05 

Buffalo Teeth ... 10 

Chinese Chopsticks (per ee BAO 08 

Chinese Slow Matches aes 05 

Chinese Coins (very old). .. 05 

Eucalyptus Tree Leaves (pressed) per pair. OF 

This curious tree, a native of Australia, 

for the first few years of its life bears 

a leaf entirely different from that after- 
wards produced. 

Horseshoe Crabs..... 05 to 10 

Horned Lizzards (stuffed). . HAS: .3 ..50 

Hawk Moth Cocoons. meee: 

Japanese Tempo Coins . To 

Japanese Paper Napkins.3 ...).- 2 for .o5 

Lucky Tooth of Codfish............ aeRO 

DAVEE peAUS ere. at. oe . ' 05 to .10 

Money Cowry Shells...... Eee DeMOL) an 

Pampas Grass Plumes (each)....15¢, 2 for .25 

5 for .50c, 12 for $1.00. 

Porcupine Quills (per doz). , 05 

Petrified Wood (very fine). . o5 to $1.00 

ae NG! eictaeia eet es x Pass ae 10 

Skate’s Egg BG). cit Aulaare. whbraime ds ee -.O5 

Shark’s Egg ; : : 205 

Silk Worm Cocoons. .........+++++ 05 

Starfish, Small Atlantic 05 

Sea Urchins, SmaltjAtlantic ...: ....42< 4 for 

Small White Branching Coral. . ASO 

Sea. Wrchins, Pacific. ..2....-.: 05 to 10 

Sand ‘Tubes 3  atO8 

MINERALS. 

Vermaculite on Quartz. ..... .05 tO 1.25 
| Idocrase o5 to .60 
| Garnet (Alumin). . 05 to .60 
\ ASmanite bres... os to .25 

Tin Ore (Cassiterite). 05 tO. .75 

KGAICILE sortie 6 os Ee: .05 tO 1.00 

Dufrenite. . .05 tO 1.00 

Obsidian (jet ‘plack). . .05 to .50 

Petrifiéd Wood (very fine) .05 tO 1.00 

SHELLS. 

Helix Newberryana. 20 tO .25 

Helix Tudiculata. 15 to .2 

Acmz Persona. LO 

Acme Scabra. oe Mk e605 

Acme Spectrum : : 105; tO 20) 

Acme Gigantea ....... 05 to .10 

Acme Testudinalis ... Ao ote OS 

Haliolis, Cracherodii.S 26 ote oe os to .25 

Cerithidea, Sacrata“:.. 2. <> .2:, =.05:tO 2x0 

Crepidula Adurea...... ...... .05 

Oliviavbiblicatas 2pm tac. ewer tees Io 

SPECIAL BARGAINS. 
4 Var. Old English Postal Cards. ..... 05 
5 Var. Broken “Bank Notes, some with reve- 
nue stampS .....6.-.2. vee cee es 220) 
15 Var. Foreign Broken Bank Notes, some 
with revenue stampS.. ............... 50 


ro Var. California Birds’ Eggs, regular price 
86c, for only...... 

15 Var. California Birds’ ‘Eggs, ‘regular price 
$1.74, for only eee 


E. M. HAIGHT, 
Box 24, Riverside, California. 
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CIRCULAR NO. 6. 


~~" DELE— 


Ornithologists’ and Oologists’ 


SEMI-ANNUAL. 


io) ie JANUARY, 1889. NO. 1. 
Now Ready. 
> Price Only 35 Cents Per Copy.}> 


Good, clean U. S. one cent stamps taken in payment. 


CONTENTS: 
Instructions for Collecting and Preserving Birds and Eggs. 
The American Oyster Catcher. 
Nesting of the Coopers’ Hawk. 
My Set of Halizeetus Lucocephalus. 
The Cardinal Grosbeak. 
Among the Raptores. 
A Peculiar Nesting Site. 
The Chimney Swift. 
The Black and White Warbler. 
The Canada Goose. 
Notes on Some of the Winter Birds of Chester County, Pa. 
Extinction of Our Birds. 
The Nighthawk. 
The Nashville Warbler. 
Sea Birds and Their Nests. e 
The Common or Sora Rail. 
The Mocking Bird. 
The Bells’ Vireo. 
Birds of Southeast ‘Texas. 
Brains of Birds. 
Ten Prize Questions. 
Editorial. 
Publisher’s Notes. 
Exchanges and Wants. 


This unique work contains 48 large pages, printed in large clear type, 
with a number of engravings, with heavy tinted paper covers, and is a 
model of neatness. It should be in the hands of every lover of Birds, 
and we predict for it a large sale. Orders received by 


EW. HAGHT, 


Box 24, RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA. 


CIRCULAR NO. 4. 


VALUABLE RECIPES. 


Price, Ten Cents Each; Three for Twenty-five Cents; 
Seven for Fifty Cents; Fifteen for One Dollar. 


Good, clean one cent stamps taken in payment. 


1 How to Bleach and Skeletonize Leaves, 

2 How to Preserve Flowers in Their Natural State. 

3 How to Make a Copying Pad and Ink. 

4 How to Polish Sea Beans. 

5 The Great Secrets of Trapping Foxes and Other Game. 
6 New Method of Embalming. 

7 ‘Trappers’ and Anglers’ Secret for Game and Fish. 

8 ‘To Transfer Pictures from Paper to Wood for Re-engraving. 
9 To Transfer Prints. 
to ‘To Print a Picture from the Print itself. 

tt How to Makea Gum for Backing Labels. 
12 How to Clean Gold or Silver Coins. 

3 How to Make a Good Copying or ‘Tracing Paper. 
14 How to Make a Transparent Paper. 

t5 How to Make a Fluid Ink Eraser. 
16 How to Make a Good Liquid Mucilage. 
17 How to Prepare Spaulding’s Glue. 


Recipes for Making Masses of Crystals, Beautiful 


Ornaments, ete. 


18 Alum Crystals. 

tg Alum Baskets. 

20 Crystals of Salt and Nitre. 

21 Crystals of Lime. 

22 <A Group of Colored Crystals. 
23 Crystals of Bismuth. — 

24 Crystals of Sulphate of Soda. 
25 Crystals of Tin. 

26 Crystals of Vitrol. 

29 The Tree of ‘Diana. 

20 The-lree. of Saturn, 

29 The Tree of Jupiter. 

30 The Tree of Mars. 

oi. Une Preerot Fin, 

32 The Camphor Tree. 

33 The Frost Tree. 

34 The Philosopher’s Mushrooms. 


E. M. HAIGHT, 


Box 24, RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA. 
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CIRCULAR NO. 5. 


%=1 003 


Genuine Patent Photographs, 


DL OO. 


Of yourself, buildings, or any article you may wish to display or ad- 
vertise. Made in sheets like postage stamps (same size) gummed and 
perforated, ready to mount on Letter Heads, Business, Visiting or Wed- 
ding Cards, Souvenirs, Autograph Albums, &c. 


100 Stamp Photos, $1. 500 From 7 Picture, $4. 
1000 From 1 Picture, $7. 10,000 From 7 Picture, $50. 


We photograph any name or autograph on each picture for 25 cents 
extra. Write name in black ink, no longer than the width of bust, on 
a separate piece of paper, and send with photo to be copied. 


No order taken for less than too from one subject. 


Mail us your best picture (cabinet size bust preferred), with money 
order enclosed, we will fill your order promptly by mail, returning your 
original picture. ‘Tin-types or wood cuts wiil answer, but not as well as 
photographs. If your picture is small, send 60 cents extra for enlarg- 
ing; or send $1.00 extra and we will send you the enlarged cabinet; 
otherwise it will be small in the stamp. (Photographers can enlarge be- 
fore sending and save this expense.) We preserve negatives and fill 


duplicate orders at above prices. 


Patent Minette Stamp Photos, 


2 dozen for $1.00; 4 dozen for $2.00; 100 for $3.00; 500 for $12.00; 
1000 for $20.00; 10,000 for $150.00, made from a Cabinet picture. 

Name or autograph inserted for 25 cents extra. 

Made in sheets like postage stamps, four times larger, gummed and 
perforated. 

No order taken for less than two dozen from one subject. 


E. M. HAIGHT, 


Agent Genelli Patent Stamp Photos, 


Box 24, RIVERSIDE. CALIFORNIA. 


CIRCULAR * MAILING * AGENCY 


—- 9 mo 


THE CHEAPEST WAY TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS!! 


——op@400- —— 


| will mail Circulars, etc., to those 
who are buyers of Coins, Stamps, 
Minerals, Books, Relics, Curiosities, 
Novelties, etc., at the following prices: 


One Hundred Circulars Mailed for - - 20. 
CWOc. © . od RRS A 
One Thousand “ Gans ave PNR tesa 
Three. “ ocr Bes tec iat ae 
Fiver.‘ # GA ta a ta ole MOE 


Send circulars by mail or express 
prepaid. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. © 
Terms, cash in advance. 

Address, 
-E. M. HAICHT, 


Riverside, San Bernardino Co., Cal. 


The + Old + Curiosity + Shop. 


Wow Viti -\INe.)9. 


THE COLLECTOR IN MEXICO. 


PART II. 

One bright November day—and 
bright days are not rire in Novem- 
ber in the Mexican capital—the col- 
lector set out to delve in the soil 
upon which one race of men had suc- 
ceeded another during the last six 
centuries at least, in search of some 
relics of an age antedating the Euro- 
pean settlement of the country. He 
went at the invitation ot a friend who 
said ‘ | knowa bank’’—he could not 
say ‘‘whereon the wild thyme 
blows, where the ox-lips and the 
nodding violet grows,’’ but he could 
and did say, “ into whose sides we 
may dig and find relics of a by gone 
time.” We accordingly went a short 
distance beyond the northwestern 
borders of the present City of Mex- 
ico to the neighborhood of an old 
church known as Sin Miguel de 
Nonoalco. Nonoalco is by no 
means an uncommon geographical 
name in Mexico. There are several 
small settlements of the name within 
the circle of the mountains which 
shut in the valley of Mexico. It is 
a suggestive name. It means “ 
place of the Nahoas,’’ and 


writers to a very early race occupying 
the land whereon the Mexican now 
lives. The question at present seems 
to be. ‘Who were the Nahoas?”’ 


Ethnology is by no means an exact | 
science in Mexico, and having traced | 


the occupants of the country back 
from the Aztecs to the Toltecs and 
back from the Toltecs to the Mayas 
and Quiches, and finding evidences 
of a race still earlier, the pursuers of 
ethnic studies seem to have named 
them the Nahoas. and are now devot 
ing their attention to discovering 
whence they came. 


JDECEMBER. 1888. 


the | 
“'the| 
Nahoas” is a name given by some} 


Nonoalco evi- | 


~ Wuote No. 4t. 


dently at sometime has received that 
name because it has exhibited proof 
that it had been occupied by the 
Nahoas. Here, if anywhere, we 
thought, would we find the oppor- 
tunity to disprove what a recent 
writer has asserted, that no spot re- 
mains about the city of Mexico show- 
ing a trace of any edifice prior to the 
Spanish Conquest. 

Before reaching the bank where 
we were to dig, we paused for a time 
upon a slight mound and collected a 
large quantity of obsidian chips. 
Here was evidently a sort of manu- 
factory of the implements of Aztec 
warfare—the arrows, knives, and 
more particularly the maguahuitl— 
the terrible club studded with spikes 
of this volcanic glass. We could 
only find chips on this site of the 
Aztec armory, though we searched 
diligently for an arrow-head or a 
maguahuitl knife. I found but one 
good arrow-head of obsidian in Mex- 
ico That I picked up one day on 
the side of the pyramid of Cholula. 

But we were in search of relics of a 
race long antecedent to the Aztecs, 
and proceeding on our way we 
reached a pit in which adodcs had 
recently been made. Our attention 
was at once directed to the perpen- 
‘dicular wall of this pit. There we 
|found two strata of earth. the lower 
|somewhat darker than the upper and 
nartially composed of ashes. Mixed 
with the soil of each stratum were 
fragments of pottery without num- 
‘ber. More widely different than the 
‘colors of the soil of these two strata 
were the characteristics of the pot- 
‘tery fragments found in each. In 
the lower stratum the fragments rep- 
‘resented the crudest period of the 
|potters’ art. They gave evidence 
‘that the various vessels which they 
_had once composed were of ungrace- 
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ful shapes, (irregular cones) having | 


rough surfaces as if formed upon 
gunnysacks or coarse manta. Finger 
marks were visible in some. In 
color they inclined to terra cotta 
upon the surfaces, but the baking 
seemed to have been irregular and 


between the surfaces they were dark | 


gray. The upper stratum not only 
displayed a higher grade of work- 
manship but was capable of subdivi- 
sion. 

cended. 
found fragments, varied in form 
Low down they were of the shape of 
the of/a still in use in Mexico—-that 
is, spherical, with a large, flat neck. 


The work improved as it as- 
The vessels, of which we 


The surface was reddish-brown, and. 


evenly polished. 
were lighter in color, and were cup- 
shaped and well made Nearer the 
surface of the ground we found speci- 
mens of the highest style of Mexican 
pottery—a great variety of forms, 
some very graceful, and almost all 
with glazed surfaces. These have 
been assigned to a period in which 
Spanish influences prevailed. _ Pig- 
ments have been applied to the sur- 
faces before glazing—black, white, 
and dark red—and now and then a 
fragment was to be tound having 
highly artistic designs, in the Greek 
style. 


What was to be deduced from 
these strata and their contents? We 
were of divided opinions. To one 


of us—deeply impressed with the sig- 
nificance of the name Nonoalco— 
the place of the Nahoas—this bank 
spoke of succeeding races—the habi- 
tation of the earliest overwhelmed 
perhaps by an eruption of Popocat- 
epetl, and buried in ashes: The 
clay of the neighborhood may have 
furnished such rare facilities for the 
pursuit of the keramic art, that the 
potters of the succeeding races had 
naturally selected it as their homes. 
But the other had another theory 
As Alzcapotzalco was the slave mar- 
ket of the Aztec capital and 7Vafel- 
olco was the jewelers’ quarter of the 
city, may not Nonoalco, under some 


Others higher up| 


other name, have been the quarter of 
the city given up to the potters? It 
may have been their factory—in 
which cas: the different styles of 
workmanship may have represented 
the growth of their art—the develop- 
ment of their skill. | Or the locality 
may have been set apart as their 
market. In which case the different 
grades of pottery may have repre- 
sented different localities. | Cholula 
was famed for its fine pottery, and 
specimens have been found near 
Cholula resembling some of those 
discovered at Nonoalco. But which- 
ever theory be true, we spent a de- 
lightful day at Nonoalco and came 
back laden with spoils. Perhaps 
others would see very little in the 
fragments we secured, but they cer- 
tainly represent a period earlier than 
the Conquest, and perhaps a period 
antedating the Aztec invasion. Yet 
this was by no means a “red letter” 
day for the collector in Mexico. It 
would be difficult to say which of his 
days were ruddy-hued. Perhaps 
one of them was that on which he 
gathered specimens of sulphur from 
out of the crater of Popocat pell. 
Another, doubtless, was when he 
stood upon the pyramid of Cholula. 
But of black letter days the collect- 


/or’s calendar may be as full in Mex- 


ico as he pleases—quite as full as the 
Mexican ecclesiast cal calendar is of 
saints’ days. 

ARTHUR HowarpbD NOLL. 
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THE CROSSBILLS OF MICHI- 
GAN. 


BY R. M. GIBBS, (Scolopax.) 


Two species of these singular birds 
are found in our State, but only one 
is wel!-known to nearly all collectors, 
the white-winged crossbill being a 
straggler from the north, and only 
occasionally seen in winter, in com- 
pany with its more abundant relative, 
the common red or American cross- 
bill. It may be well in this article to 
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mention a few facts regarding the 


white-winged species, as it is but lit- 


tle known to the majority of collect- | 
ors, and though the notes here pre- 
sented are mainly upon the common 


species, it is but proper to embrace 
both representatives of the genus in 
this connection. 


LOXIA LEUCOPTERA GMEL. 
(White-winged crossbill.) 


This species is embraced as a 
Michigan bird by thirteen published 
lists, in nineteen now before me. It 
does not appear to have been recog- 
nized by the earlier “writers, and is 
not recorded by Sager in his pioneer 
list of 1839. 
in his list of birds of the upper penin- 
sula in 1850. Most lists give it as 
‘*a rare winter visitor,” or ‘‘an irreg- 
ular visitor in winter.” 
notes though taken with great care 
for a period of over twenty years do 
not afford any observations of value, 
beyond a few remarks on flight, feed- 
ing and general movements, in which 
the white-wing so nearly resembles 


the common crossbill that a separate 


description is unnecessary. 


Nothing that I haveso far learned, 
has ever been discovered of their 
nesting habits in Michigan, and it is 


to be doubted if the species ever | 
In northern 


breed in the State. 
trips, during which careful notes were 
taken, net a bird of this kind was 
ever recorded in the upper peninsula, 
or even north of our State line, in the 
British possessions. where I have 
carefully looked for it. 


peninsula and only during seasons | 
when the following species is com 
mon More often observed while | 
here in single or small numbers in 
company with the common species, 
but occasionally seen in small flocks 
of ten or less in the winter. The spe- | 


cies certainly do not appear as 
early as the red crossbill or remain 
as late in the spring. 


First listed by Cabot | 


The writer’s | 


Rarely seen 
in the southern part of the lower | 


LOXIA CURUIOSTRA MINOR, BREHM 
(American,common or red crossbill ) 


A common resident in pineries, 
from 44 degrees north latitude, north, 
‘migrating through the southern 
‘counties at certain seasons at irregu- 
lar intervals; often remaining during 

winter or a portion of the cold 
weather, and again not seen for sev- 
eral seasons together. One of those 
peculiarly restless birds which one 
can never find when wanted, and like 
the cedar bird in some quarters, as 
well as many other species, not to be 
relied upon in their erratic journeys. 
After a long acquaintance with the 
‘red crossbill and a careful study of 
the species in its habits. as well as in- 
vestigation of the internal anatomy 
'of many specimens during a number 
of months of the year. I am still un- 
able to say at what season of the year 
their nesting occurs. The certainty 
that the birds were rearing their 
‘young in the neighborhood of my re- 
'searches, was, to me, frequently, al- 
‘most positive, but the most careful 
search invariably failed to find the 
nests. 

_ _The red crossbillis abundant north 
'of 45 degrees, and undoubtedly is 
found resident in the extensive pin- 
-eries of central and northern Michi- 
|gan. The species has been observed 
by me every month in the year at 
about 43° 35’ north latitude, while to 
‘the south, as far as the southern 
boundary, once in every three years, 
perhaps, the crossbills are seen in 
greater or less numbers. Sometimes 
‘appearing in vast flocks of many 
hundreds, and again in small de- 
tached groups of five to fifty, these 
birds, always, so far as my observa- 
|tions extend, are gregarious. The 
flocks as observed in spring, and un- 
til June, and in the fall, seasons when 
they are most noted in the north, are 
composed of six or seven individu- 
‘als, quite probably constituting a 
family, old and young. 

These peculiar birds are naturally 
‘retired in their habits, preferring 


28 


The Old Curiosity Shop. 


deep quiet pineries, where, at most 
seasons of the year, when the snow is 
not too deep, they may be found 
feeding on the ground among the 
dead Ieaves. At these times they 
may be easily approached, and when 
disturbed only fly to the lower limbs 
ofthe nearer trees, occasionally utter- 
ing their odd notes and strangely 
eyeing with perfect confidence the 
intruders upon their solitary, solemn 
domain. = The flight of the crossbill 
is never rapid, but somewhat exceeds 
in swiftness the usual flight of /rzzg7c- 
line birds. This description, as in 
fact all others in this article, equally 
applies to both representatives of the 
genus. The undulations, or as we 
may call them flight waves, of this 
bird much resemble the pe eculiar rise 
and fall of our goldfinch and the 


| found. 


first called to their omnivorous diet 
by observing a flock feeding in an 
old dead pine. The season of the 
year was midsummer and at a very 
dry time. The great pine was stand- 
ing alone, the reason of its being un- 
disturbed by the axe of the merciless 
woodsman probably arising from the 
half-dead condition in which it was 
Over twenty crossbills were 
engaged in prying off the bark and 
greedily feeding on something found 
beneath. | To satisfy myself of the 
nature of their repast a large strip of 
the bark wastora loose, disclosing my- 

riads of the winged or mature forms 
a ants, and many kinds of small 
beetles, both in the larval and imago 
states. The crops of several of the 


feasting birds were filled to repletion 


nearly allied pine siskin, but are not) 


while the flight is more 
The flight is heralded, as 


so marked, 
vigorous. 


with astragalinus by the notes, andr 


a flock of crossbills can be predicted 
as readily as an approaching flock of 
thistlebirds, by one with a practiced 
ear. The flight is often very high, 
and frequently the quaint notes are 
the only evidence of the passage 
above us of a flock of, probably mi- 
grating, crossbil s. 

The notes are decidedly character- 


with this insect food. 

It was a matter of surprise to me 
to see how these small birds could 
tear off large pieces of bark in so 
apid a manner, by inserting their 
peculiarly formed bills between the 
bark and wood. It is very interest- 
ing to watch a crossbill feeding from 
the cones ofa pine. With its pow- 
erful beak, which it uses with leverage 


‘power by prying, the seeds of the 


istic, and are unlike any other bird’s. 


known to me. The white-winged 
crossbill has ever been silent when I 
have met with it, never giving utter- 
ance to a sound, and so it is impossi- 
ble for me to say if their notes resem- 
ble the noise made by the red cross- 
bill, the notes of which much resem- 
ble the sound cleep. This cleep is 
uttered generally three times in suc- 
cession, but sometimes four times 
and even five. It can be readily 
conceived, therefore, that a flock of 
twenty birds or more easily make 
enough of noise by their constant 
‘“cleeps” to quickly attract a prac- 
ticed ear. 


Tne food of the common crossbill 


is much more varied than is gener- 
ally supposed. 


My attention was 


in the American crossbill, 


cones are made to drop in a perfect 
shower. In the winter in cities the 
birds have been observed to feed on 
frozen, decayed apples and one was 
seen acting the scavenger in a barrel 
filled with refuse. 

It is most singular that no one in 
the State, that it has been the writ- 
er’s good fortune to meet, has yet 
learned anything about the nesting 
habits of this bird. From caretyl 
dissections, made in the months of 
March, April and May, the writer 
has been unable to ascertain the sea- 
son of vidification. however, the plu- 
mage. brighter in May than at earlier 
periods of the year, would indicate 
that nesting may take place at a later 
time. 

In reference to the colors changing 
faa 
Brewer in foot notes to the 1852 edi- 
tion of “ Wilson’s American Orni- 
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‘, 


thology” says: 
the young or all crossbills, contrary | 


The fact is, that | ij is very singular, 


to the generalty of birds, lose their | 
‘the peculiar lapping of the upper 
mandible with the lower, produces a 


red color as they advance in age, 
instead of gaining an additional bril- 
liancy of plum. ive. The figure which 
our author gives as that of an adult 
male, represents a young bird 


about one year, and_ his “supposed | 


female is a remarkably fine adult 
male.”’ 

It seems strange that the vernal 
enlargement oforgans found changed 


seasonally in most birds should not | 


be ade so in loxia, and the almost 
convincing assertion of a iriend that 
the crossbills breed in late January 


and early February is seriously con- | 


sidered. 


Our friend is perhaps not so far | 


wrong if we are to accept the testi- 
mony of many of our best oolog- 
ical writers. Nuttall says: “They 
often breed in winter in more tem- 
perate countries, as in January and 
February; and the young fly in 
March.’’ Dr. Brewer notes a nest 
taken in Vermont in early March. 
Notes taken from Mr. Trippe, pub- 
lished in Birds of the Northwest, by | 
Elliott Coues. M. D., mention the 
appearance of young at a time to 
suggest that the eggs were laid in 
April and May. We are still much 
in doubt of the correct time of the 
nesting of the crossbills and but very 
little comparatively, has been writ- 
ten on the subject. Of the nesting 
habits, Nuttall. one of the first to de. 
scribe them says: “' The nest is sit- 
ua‘ed in the furks of a fir tree: and 
the eggs, four or five, are of a green- 
ish-gray, with a circle of reddish- 
brown spots, points and lines, dis- 
posed chicfly at the larger end; the 
lines also often extend over the 
whele.surface of the <eg0.’". - Dp, 
Brewer in describing the eggs says: 
‘* The eggs are four or five in num- 
ber, about o. 85 by 0.52 in size, very 
pile greenish, variously marked in 
dots and blotches, with different 
shades of lilac and purplish-brown. ’ 

dhe “form: of this’ bwd’s 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


head is large, 


| habits among the 


|two bear the portra 


/ conformation, 
,mirably 
of | 


bill | 


but upon slight in- 
vestigation and study of the habits 
of the crossbill it will be seen that 


not a deformity, ad- 
adapted to the needs of the 
bird in opening cones and exploring 
crevices. The anati my and config- 
uration of the body is singular. che 
the tail ea the body 
er weak 
Its feet, 


robust, the legs and feet ratl 
for the size and weight. 
although not indicating it in their 
formation, are much used for climb- 
ing; the bird is quite scansorial in its 

pines, and with its 
bill used as a third hand sometimes 
much resembles a parrot in its move- 
ments. 
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CUINS OF CANADA. 

the silver 
Upper and 
their obleutes: 


This article will treat of 
and copper coins 
Lower Canada and 


Ot 


SILVER COINS. 

There are three very rare and in- 
teresting pieces coined for the 
French Colonies (Canada) called the 
30 sol, 15 sol, silver; and the 3 sol, 
base silver. The 30 and ‘15:sols 
were coined in 1658 and 1670, dur- 
ing the reign of Louis XIV. The 


4 


oO 


oms.oc Ne 


sol piece, from 1738 to 1740, under 
The obverses of the first 
it of the reigning 
sovereign, and the third, a crowned 
L. The next series consist of three 
pieces, viz: 4, 4%, 1-16 of a dollar, 
These were coined for use in Canada 
as well as other British colonies. 
The obverses bear a crowned anchor 
with their values in Roman numer- 
als both at the rig! the 


right and left of 
upper part of the anchor, 


surrounded 
by the Latin inscription ‘‘ Coloniai: 
Britan Monet:’ with date. 1822 


These pieces are quite scarce and 
difficult to find. The next series, 
consisting of 50 cent, 25 cent, 20 
cent, 1o cent, 5 cent. pieces, ate the 


The 5 


silver coins in present use. 
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cent and 10 cent pieces were coined 
nearly every year from 1858 to the. 
present time. The 20 cent piece was | 
only made in 1858. The 25 cent 
and 50 cent pieces from 1870 to the) 
present time with a few exceptions 
These five pieces bear on their ob- 
verses a crowned portrait of Queen | 
Victoria, with “ Victoria Dei Gratia 
Regina” above, and “ Canada’’ be- 
low. Their reverses have their val- | 
ues and dates in center, surrounded | 
by a wreath, with a crown above 
values. These eleven types with! 
their different dates cover the silver | 
coinage of Canada. But there are | 
some minute varieties which the care- | 
ful student will discover while study- | 
ing these coins. For instance, the | 
50 cent, 25 cent, 10 cent and 5 cent | 
pieces of 1872 are found with and) 
without the letter H. These coins | 
form an interesting collection. | 


COPPER COINS. 


No. 1 is a 12 denier or 1 sol piece, | 
bearing the dates 1721 and 1722,! 
which was coined for the French 
Colonies (Canada’. There are sev- 
eral varieties which are quite rare. 
The obverse bears two crowned Ls, 


surrounded b the Latin motto 
ae 

‘*Benedictum Sit— Nomen——-Dom. 
ini.’’ The reverse, ‘‘ Colonies Fran- 
i 


coises’’ 1721 or 1722, and the letter 
H under date. 

No. 2. Obverse, a seated figure 
of a temale with a harp, underneath 
the date, 1781; above, “ North 
American Token.’’ Reverse, a ship 
sailing to the right. ‘‘ Commerce” 
above. 

No. 3. Obverse, a priest blessing 
some children in charge of a woman; 
surrounded by ‘‘ British Settlement 
Kentucky;” date, 1796. Reverse, 
‘““Copper Company of Upper Can- 
ada,’’ in center; surrounded by a 
ring; outside of ring, ‘°One Half 
Penny.”’ 

No. 4. Obverse, Neptune with a 
four-pronged spear, reclining on the 
edge of the ocean; date, 1794, anda 
Latin motto surrounding this figure. 


|of Upper and 


Reverse, the same as No. 3. 

Nos. 5 and 6 are two pieces of very 
rude workmanship, bearing the date 
r8it.  Obverses, a poor portrait, 
facing the left. | Reverses, a rough- 
looking seated figure. They are usu- 


_ally found in very poor condition. 


No. 7. Obverse,ship sailing toward 
the left. ‘‘ Success to the Commerce 
Lower Canada.” 
Reverse “Sir: Isaac Brock. Bart, 
The Hero ot Upper Canada, etc.,’’ 
Tore. 

No. 8. Obverse, the same as No. 
7. Reverse, 1816 in center. ‘‘ Suc- 
cess to Commerce and Peace to the 
World.” 

No.g. Obverse, the same as re- 
verse of No. 8. Reverse, urn on 
monument, two winged figures put- 
ting wreath on urn. A Sir Isaac 
Brock token. There are several va- 
rieties of Nos. 7 and 9 

No. 10. Obverse, same as No. 7. 
Reverse, ‘‘Weir and  Larminee, 
Bankers and Specie Brokers, Mon- 
treal, etc.’’ 

No. 11. Obverse, a military bust 
crowned with a wreath of leaves. 
‘“Half Penny Token,’ 1816. Re- 
verse, ship sailing toward the left, in 
center, ‘‘ Montreal’’ above. 

No. 12. Obverse, head crowned 
with leaves, facing the right; “ To- 
ken,” above; below, date, 1820. Re- 
verse, beaver in center, ‘‘ Northwest 
Company’’ above and below. 

No. 13. Obverse, a figure of jus- 
tice blindfolded, holding a sword and 
a pair of balances; date, 1822. ‘‘ Les- 
slie & Sons, Toronto and Dundass.’’ 
Reverse, a plow, facing left, in cen- 
ter, and motto, also, ‘‘ Token, 2d 
Currency.” 

No. 14. A half penny token. 
Obverse, similar to obverse of No 
13. Reverse, similar to reverse of 
ING: 213. 

No. 15. Obverse, a one-masted 
vessel, under full sail toward left. 
‘Half Penny Tcken Upper Can- 
ada.” Reverse, ‘* Commercial 
Change,’’ 1833; two shovels; one 
scythe; vise, anvil, etc. 
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No, 16. Obverse, the same as 
obverse of No. 15. Reverse, “ To} 
Facilitate Trade;” plow, facing right, 
1823 and 1833. | 


| 
as | 


No. 17. Obverse, the same 
No. 15. Reverse, ‘ Commercial | 
Change;” 1820; two shovels and. 
one anvil. | 

Nv. 18 Obverse, the same as re-| 


verse of No. 17. Reverse, similar 
to obverse of No. 15. 

No. 19. Obverse, similar to ob-) 
verse of No. 15. Reverse, the same, 
as reverse of No. 16 


No. 20. Obverse, similar to ob- | 
verse of No. 15. Reverse, ‘‘Com- 
mercial Change.’’ 1815. Indian with | 
bow and arrow, and dog. 


No. 21. Obverse, similar to ob- 
verse of No. 15. Reverse, ‘‘ Com- 
mercial Change,’’ 1821; barrel with 
words, ‘‘ Upper Canada’’ on the side. 
~ “No. 22, Hole in center, ‘Good | 

for onecopy,”’ ‘ Evening Globe.” 

No. 23. Obverse, portrait, “‘ Geo. 
ive Dy Gubrit ees.” || Reverse: 
‘*y-100 Dollar’’ in center of wreath; 
outside, ‘ Colonial, 1823.” 

Now (24. Obverse, 
obverse of No. 23. Reverse, the 
same as reverse of No». 23. except 
250 Dollar’ takes. the\-plice- of) 
‘1-100 Dollar.” 

No. 25. Obverse, steamboat.1821, | 
“ Lanzon.’’ Reverse, ‘‘ Four Pence 
Token,’ ‘Bon pour knit sols.”’ 


the same as| 


No. 26.  Obverse; ‘‘ Canada.’’) 
“7830 and 1841.’’ Reverse, ‘‘ Half] 
Penny,” 


No. 27. Obverse, portrait, ‘‘ Prov- 
ince..of Upper Canada.” Reverse, 
seated figure, 1832; ‘‘ Half Penny 
Token.” 

No. 28. Obverse, head of Queen 
Victoria; ‘‘Dominion of Canada’”’ 
‘Province. of Quebec.” Reverse, | 
‘*Devins and Bolton; Druggists, 
Montreal;’’ ‘‘Use Devins’ Vegetable 


Worm Pastilles,’’ July 1st, 1867.’’| 
Obverse, a still; ‘‘ Cash | 
Ta37. | 


No. 29. 
paid for all sorts of grain,”’ 


 ecenter, 


shell. 


|B. Floridanus, 


ees 


Reverse, barrel, ‘‘ Brewers, Distil- 
lers,’ etc.; ‘‘Thos. and Wm. Mol- 
son. Montreal.’’ 

No 30. Obverse, engine; ‘‘Mon- 
treal and Lachine Railroad Com- 
pany.’’ Reverse, beaver beside a 
tree; ‘‘ Third Class;” Hole through 
ERWIN G. WARD. 
Palmer, Mass. 
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“ANEW FLORIDA BULIMULUS 


Bulimulus Hemphilii, U. S., Fig. 
449 of Binney’s Manual of Ameri- 


‘can Land Shells. 


Shell imperforate, very thin, trans- 
parent, amber colored and marked 
by coarse lines of growth; body 
whorl with six revolving and slight- 
ly interrupted brownish-red bands; 


the lower two being close together 
‘and upon the rounded _ base, spire 


obtuse, whorls five, slightly convex, 
the body whorl constituting two- 
thirds of the entire length of the 
Suture slight, base uniformal- 
'y and gracefully rounded. Aper- 
ture direct and oval, peristome thin. 


|'*Jan and lingnal dentition that of 


nitelinus.’ (B. Serperastris, Say), 
Dr. Binney. Length, 19 inches, 
diameter, 8 inches. Hab. both coasts 
of South Florida. 

Remarks: Mr. Henry Hemphilli, 


‘of San Diego. Cal., first found a few 


dead and badly preserved specimens 
of this shell in 1884 at Marco, West 
Coast of Florida. From these. Dr. 
Binney thought them identical with 
Pf. See Manual of 
American Land Shells, 1885. Nu- 
merous specimens collected during 


‘the past summer by the author and 
'Mr.G. W. Webster and son prove be- 
‘yond a doubt that this is not identical 
with the shell figured and described 


on page 407 of Dr. Binney’s Manual. 
The B. Hemphilli is more venticose, 


‘not angular at base, imperforate, 
differs in color, and in tact, there is 


a general difference. 


BERLIN H. WRIGHT. 
Lake Helen, Fla. 
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EDITOR 
A NEW m gaz e The 
Sciei 


soon 


IAL. 


from T.ynn, Mass, under th 


management of H. M. Downs, for 


mer publisher Oj Tidings from 
Nature,’’ and W.S. Beekman. th 
well-known mineralogist, which is 

sufficient guarantee that it will bea 


good one, 


. ~D YAS or. 1 
Mr. (ea VVILCOMB, the well- 
known collector who i: pending the 


winter at Visalia, Cal., recet 


us a short but pleasant 


SEVERAL prominent Phzlatelists 


have promised to write articles for 


our magazine and ‘we hope to pre- 


sent to our readers some interesting 


philatelic literature beginning with 
our next issue 
FOR some unknown reason, part 


four of the series of articles on 


rye th 
f ye 
Ltr us 


failed 
CE. to 


“Canadian Wild has 


to reach us. We hope, howev 


our next issue 


have it ready for 


illustrated 


’ 
now on hand, 


A NUMBER Of interest 


articles are and will 


soon appear inthis magazine, among 


vie 


which we might Spa tate ‘* Remains 


of an Extinct People in California.’ 
“Rare Coins in the San Francisco 


Mint,’ ete. 


Ss fo 


REVIEW TABLE. 


The 1888 edition of ‘‘ The Ameri- 
can Philatelic Press Directory,”’ 
lished by Geo. H. Richmond, 5 


pub- 
5 Beek 


’ : . to 
ntist F LS 1) nised to appear 


, New 


mation fOr 


man York, is brimfull 


useful mee the collector. 


It contains a list of all the principal 


Philatelic publications with full in- 


formation in regaid to date of es- 


size, circulation, adver- 


r.blishment, 
tising rates, subscription prices, etc. 
[t also gives a list of Philatelic pub- 
lications which have suspended pub- 
lication, tollowed by a list of names 
addr Phila- 


Next comes a list of Foreign 


ssses of prominent 
telists. 
and 
of Philatelic 
besides much other 


Philatelic publications display 


advertisements ; dealers 
and publishers. 


useful information. 
We 
catalogues 


Stamp 


the 


lists? 


have received following 
Scott 
Co... 720, Broad: 
way, New Yorx. Catalogue of U. 
S. and Foreign Stam Med- 


als, Stamp and 


and price 


and: Coin 


ps, Coins, 


Philatelic 
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ALDUMS 


Naimismatic publications, Minerals, 
Confederate Notes, etc., R. W. 
Mercer, 147 Central Ave., Cincin- 
natti, Ohio. Price list of Fossils, 


Indian Relics, Confed- 
Money, 
tog Second 


logue of U, 


Curlositie 
erate etc., Henry Gremmel, 
, New York. Cata- 
S. and Foreign Stamps, 
H. F. Washburn, 273 Pleasant St., 

Fall Mass. list of 
S. Copper Cents. Curiosities, Relics, 
etc., Geo. F. Whittemore, 
Mass. 
Tammen, 1624 and 


no Cal 
Large illustrated catalogue of Rocky 


River, Py rice 
140 Main 
, Fitchburg, Price 
Minerals, H. H. 
1626 


Larimer Denver, 


Mountain Minerals. Polished Agate, 
Souvenirs, Stuffed 
Animal Heads, etc., H. A. Corhart, 


Collamer, N. Y. Catalogue of Ornith- 


Indian Relics, 


ological Engravings. 


« 


list of 
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The Old Curiosity Shop. 


Re 


GEOLOGY.—A Series. 


Lapides crescunt; vegetabilia cres- 
cunt et vivunt; animalia crescunt, 
vivunt et sentiunt. Stones grow; 
plants grow and live; animals grow, 
live and move. As our earth was 
made in the rough before it had veg- 
etable and animal life upon it, let 
us take up the study of it from a 
geological standpoint. As given 
before, geology is divided into four 
parts: physiographic, lithological, 
dynamical, historical. Taking them 
up in regular order, we have first: 
“Physiographic Geology. The earth 
has a circumference of 24,899 miles. 
Its form that of a sphere, flattened at 
the poles, making the equatorial 
diameter 7926 miles, about 26% 
miles greater than the polar. About 
iz of the earth’s surface being de- 
pressed below the rest and occupied 
by salt water. The sunken part be- 
ing called the oceanic basin, and the 


Pacific, 13 000 feet. There seems to 
be a very systematic arrangement of 
the earth’s features. The continents 
have high borders and low centers, 
and are, therefore, basin-shaped. 
Thus North America has the Appa- 
lachians on the eastern border, the 
Rockies on the western, and be- 
tween them the low Mississippi basin. 
South America ina similar manner 
has the Andes on the western border, 
the Brazilian mountains on the east, 
and other heizhts along the north, 
with the low region of the Amazon 
and La Plata making up a large part 
of the interior. Another peculiarity 
is here shown. The highest borders 
face the largest ocean. In one other 
feature are the continents singularly 
alike—they have a triangular outline 
pointing southward.” Many apleas- 
ing half-hour may be spent, on a win- 


'ter’s evening, looking at the general 


similarity of physical features of the 


large land areas between, continental | 


plateaus. 
oceanic depression is about 12,000 


feet and the mean height of the land 


nearly ;'5 of this or 1000 feet. The 
greatest depth reached. by sound- 


ings south of the Ladrones is 27,450 | 


| Phila-elic magazines in good condition, or for five 
| perfect Indian arrow heads labled with locality. 


The greatest height on the) 


feet. 
land Gn Mt. Everest, of the Hima- 


laya’s,) is 29,000 feet, the difference | 


in extreme height and depth being 
54,450 feet, a distance of a little over 
to miles. The mean height of Eu- 
rope, Asia and South America, 1130 
feet; of Africa probably not much 
less than 1130 feet; North America, 
¥5o; Australia; soo. - ‘The 


mean 


depth of the great oceans, North At- 
lantic and North Pacific, 15,000 to 
15,500; South Atlantic and South 


The mean depth of the! 


| paper. 


continents. C. S. MASON. 


EXCHANGE NOTICES. 


This column is for the use of subscribers only. 
Exchange notices must be in by the 15th of the cur- 
rent month to insure insertion in following num- 
ber, and must be written on separate piece of 
No postal cards noticed, 


I will give you a year’s subscription to the “Old 
Curiosity Shop,” without premium, for fifteen 


E. M. Haicur, 
Box 24, Riverside, Cal. 
Wanted—soo,ooo U. S. postage, revenue, match 
and medicine stamps in exchange for foreign 
stamps, W. H. VERITY, 
Luther, Mich. 


One large Philatelic paper for every U. S. stamp 
sent me catalogued at 5 cents each or over, except 
local or envelope stamps. Not less than 3 accept- 
ed. E. P. NEWCOMER, 

Ida Grove, Iowa. 


For every philatelic paper in good condition sent 
me, I wiil give any one of the following Bird’s 
Eggs:—Crimson House Finch, Turtle Dove, Brew- 
ers Blackbird, White-rumped Shirke, Mocking 
Bird, Western King-bird, Cliff Swallow, Barn 
Swallow, California Sea Shells, Acmae Seabra, 
Acmae Persona, Acmae Spectrum, Chlorostowa 
funebrale, Lottia gigantea. Curiosities:— Alligator 
tooth, Chinese playing card, Chinese game stone, 
Japanese paper napkin, or porcupine quill. No 
less than three papers taken. E. M. Haicurt, 

Box 24, Riverside, Cal. 
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The Old Curiosity Shop. 


Iam breakiug up my large collection of Phila- 
telic paper and can supply many good papers Col- 
lectors send list of wants with 2c. stamp for reply. 

E. P. NEWCOMER, 
Ida Grove, Iowa. 


A fine piccolo and flageolet combined, German 
silver keys, etc., cost $3 at wholesale when new, 
to exchange for a pair of best climbing irons. 

E. B. WEBSTER, 
Cresco, Iowa. 


I will give natural history specimens of all kinds, 
curiosities, advertising space in this magazine, 
etc., in exchange for job printing. Send samples 
and prices of work. 

E. M. HaIGurT, 
Box 24, Riverside, Cal. 


I will give a Philatelic or Curiosity magazine in 
good condition for every five cents worth of stamps, 
old coins, confederate money, rare autographs or 
Indian relics sent me. No stamps are wanted 
catalogued at lessthan three cents each by Scott. 

E. M. HAIGHT, 
Box 24, Riverside, Cal. 


I will give you any one of the following for every 
perfect Indian arrow head sent me labled with 
locality: Bird’s eggs—Cactus wren, Western lark, 
sparrow, bullock’s oriole, tri-colored blackbird, 
red-shafted flicker. Curiosities—Hawk moth co- 
coon, silkworm cocoon, skate’s egg, two alligator 
teeth, or three var. California bird wings. 

E. M. HAIGHT, 
Box 24, Riverside, Cal. 


Wanted —Dana’s Manual (complete) of Geology, 
a good manual of N. A. Ornithology, papers and 
books relating to West Coast Botany, Lepidoptera 
and Conchology, Amateur Publications Send 
sample copies with offers, also want good minerals. 
Will exchange western bird skins for the same. 

AURELIUS TODD, 
Elk Head, Oregon. 


Seventy-five assorted/Chinese coins for the best 
offer of bird’s eggs in sets, also U.S. and foreign 
stamps and coins for bird’s eggs. 

JAMES LEvy, 
3255 Wabash Ave., Chicago, IIl. 


Sets, single and second-class eggs for exchange, 
or petrified wood given for eggs. 
A. CALDERWOOD, Jr., 
Santa Rosa, Sonoma Co., Cal, 


Stone Indian ‘relics wanted—I will exchange any 
ergan or sewing machine, violin new from facory, 
for first-class Indian relics, or will exchange coins 
in pennies and half-pennies dated 1794 and upwards; 
have 150 to exchange. 

Wo. H. Gwi, 
Hamburg, Pa. 


Would like to obtain by exchange or purchase, 
butterflies and moths from Pacific Coast. Speci- 
mens from Texas, Arizona and Mexico especially 
desired. CuHas. S. McKnicuT, M.D, 

Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 


Steatite, pyrites, magnetic and specular iron ore 
for any three minerals 2x2 
C. R.NorTuH, 
Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Wanted--A good folding ring insect net, will 
give L. and F. W. shells, minerals, and western 
bird skins. Would also like manuals of geology, 
ornithology, conchology and herpetology. 

AURELIUS Topp, 
Elk Head, Or. 

A dime of 1800 for a book on taxidermy. 

L. J. CARTER, 
Waynesburg, Pa. 


Birds eggs to exchange for eggs in sets Persons 
having eggs for sale please send their price lists. 
W. E, Pratt, 
2513 Indiana Ave.. Chicago, IIl. 


| 


Fine crinoid heads for trilobites. or polished 
agates or three good sized, for dime before 1870. 
J. G. AINWRIGHT, 
Waukegan, IIl. 


A pair of double-spur climbing irons and four V 
nickles without cents, for best offer of birds’ eggs 
In sets 

. By PRATT, 
2513 Indiana Ave , Chicago, Ill. 


I will give a Philatelic or Curiosity magazine 
in good con ‘ition for every five cents worth of 
stamps, old coins, Confederate money, rare auto- 
graphs, or Indian relics sent me. No stamps are 
wanted catalogued at less than two cents each by 
Scott. E. M. HAIGHT. 

Box 24, Riverside, Cal. 


Natural history specimens, curiosities, advertis- 
ing space in this magazine, etc., in exchange for 
job printing. Send samples and prices of work. 

E, M. Haieur, 
Riverside, Cal, 


I will give any one of the following for every per- 
fect Indian arrow head sent me labeled with local- 
ity: Bird’s eggs—Cactus wren, Western lark, 
sparrow, bullock’s oriole, tri-colored blackbird, 
red-shafted flicker. Curiosities — Hawk moth 
cocoon, silkworm cocoon, ska'e’s egg. two alliga- 
tor teeth, or three var. California bird wings. 

E. M. Haicut 
Box 24, Riverside, Cal. 


I will give a year’s subscription to this magazine 
without premium for fifteen Philatelic magazines 
in good condition, or for five perfect Indian arrow 
heads labeled with locality. E. M. HarGur. 

Box 24, Riverside, Cal. 


To any one sending mea first-class set of eggs 
with data or either ofthe following Nos. (Ridgways 
Nom.), I willsend them by return mail areceipt for 
compound with full directions for embalming birds, 
far easier than skinning or stuffing, and will keep 
them in any climate; having tested it thoroughly 
for years: 

Nos - 161, 245, 246, 257, 335: 338, 304, 408. 420, 425, 
432, 465, 455, 481. 483, 512, or 574. If you wishto ex- 
change other varieties write for terms. 

Box Io1, R. D. Goss, 

New Sharon, Mahaska Co., Iowa. 


For every Philatelic paper in good condition 
sent me I will give any one of the following: Bird’s 
eggs.--Crimson house finch, turtle dove, Brewer’s 
blackbird, white-rumped shrike, mocking bird. 
Western kingbird. cliff swallow. barn swallow. 
California s¢a shells-Acmz scabra, Acmze persona, 
Acmze spectrum, Chlorostoma funebrate, Lottia 
gigantea. Curiosities.—Alligator tooth, Chinese 
game card, Chinese game stone, Japanese paper 
napkin, or porcupine quill. No less than five pap- 
ers taken. E. M. HAIGHT, 


ENGRAVIN 
LOOK! LOOK!! 


Every man or lady in the U. S. A., who wishes 
something rare an’ beautiful. send to me at once for 
a box of one dozen Crinoid Heads. two sizes, small, 
40 cents; large, $1.50. Fine and rare. 

G. W. ROBINETTE, 
Flag Pond, Va. 


IT IS IMPORTANT 


For collectors to know where they can purchase 
specimens the cheapest. We invite all to send for an 
illustrated price list, etc. STEARN’S CURIO ITY 
SHOP, head uarters for low prices, Elkader, Iowa. 


(Woo! and Photo). Low rates. 
H A.CARHArt, Collamer, N.Y. 


When answering advertisements, please . vention ‘The Old Curiosity Shop.’ 


The Old Curiosity Shop. 


oF 


Autographs, 
Letters and 


Documents 
Bought and Sold. 


10) 
Largest Lists and Cheapest Prices, 


ALL GUARANTEED GENUINE. 


Send Stamp for List issued monthly of Rare Letters | 
and Manuscripts. 


Oo: 


The Autograph. 


The Only Paper in the World devoted exclusively to 
the Interests of Autograph Collecting. 


faySend Stamp for Sample Copy.®, 


S. H. CALHOUN, Jr. 
Nebraska City, Neb. 


FOR 50 CENTS © 


We will send you for one year 


TheboUChologists’ Exchange 


The Only Shell Paper in America. 
16 pages monthly and full of the latest and best | 
Shell News, 

And the following Handsome Premiums: 


A Neat Box of Choice Land Shells, Fresh-Water Shells 
or Marine Shells, or Berlin H. Wright’s New Check 
List of North American Fresh- Water Bivalves, or D. 
D. Baldwin’s Land Shells of Hawaii. 


Don't wait, but send fifty cents now to 


WM.D.AVERELL, Publisher, _ 
Chestnut Hill, Phila.,. Pa, | 


Autograph | 


Letters ! 


SEND FOR A SAMPLE COPY OF 


‘THE COLLECTOR’ 


A Monthly Journal devoted to Autographs. 


$17a Year. Contains full news about autographs | 
and large Price-Lists. 


W. R. BENJAMIN, 


5 East 17th Street, New York City. | 
The largest dealer in Autograph Letters in America. 


WOO ENGRAVING, Electrotyping, etc. Rates | 
low. H. A. CARHARTT, Collamer, N.Y, 


| It is made of brass and heavily nickel-plated. 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


A TWO-LINE CARD IN THIS COLUMN COSTS 
50 cents per year, in aivance; or 30 cents for 


six months. 
E. M, Riverside, Cal., Dealer in 


HAIGHT, Natural History, Philatelic, and 


Numismatic goods. 


ORCU dl bv C.R., San Diego, Cal., Shells, Min- 


9 eralx, Fossils, Seeds and Plants, 
Books, etc. Leading publisher of Southern Cali- 
fornia. 


AGENTS’ DIRECTORY. 
AMES INSERTED UNDER THIS HEAD, 5 
CENTS PER MONTH. 


WiLBUR W THOMA STAMP DEALER & 
| , - Philatelic Publisher, 
114 Nassau Street, New York.—Over 60000 varieties 
of stamps constantly in stock. Send for free price 
list and sampie of my monthly paper, Tfe Philatelic 
Observer. Confederate stamps on original envelopes, 
U.S Entire Enve opes and Raritses are my special- 
ties 


FOR (SALE! 


\VLNERALS, FOSSILS, INDIAN RELICS, GLASS 
~" Eyes and all Naturalists’ Supplies. Send stamp 


for catalogues. 
FLETCHER M. NOE, 
180 E. New York Street Indianapolis , Ind 


WATCHMAN'S WHISTLE ! 


A puzzle for anybody to blow on until shown how 
it is done. Will trill, roll, or make a single var- 
piercing note which can be heard for miles. Klow it 
and hand it to vour frien’, and he cannot get a sound 
out of it to save his life. Lots of fun in it. Useful 
for many purposes -to stopa horse-car, omnibus, or 
stage. call a dog, making signals in the night, call 
help from a distance; either in the field or workshop. 
Best 
in the market. It is small, and can be carried in the 
vest p:cket, or suspended from the watch-chain as 
an ornament, 


PRICE BY MAIL 10 CENTS (SILVER). 


| TAGE CHAMBERLAIN PRINTING co, 


284 Pavonia Ave., Jersey City, N. J. 
A MONTHLY MAG- 


THE SCIENTIST. 2inedy tne erred: 


BURG AGASSIZ ASSEMBLY. Should be in the 
hands of every Agassiz member. Price 50 cent: per 
year; 5 cents per copy; none free. was, Advertising 
rates on application. Address W. L. EMERY, Pub- 
lisher, Fitchburg, Massachusetts. 


100 Canada Bill Stamps, unused................ 40¢ 
1 Large Buffalo Horn, unpolished............... 75¢ 
10U Mixed Sea Beans, 2 varieties............. $1.25 
25 Labled Minerals, 24)x214x8 inches.. ...... 2.40 
Indian Stone Corn Cracker.... ................only 45¢ 


The above lot, express paid, only $4, 
N. E. CARTER, 


Box 814, Delavan, Wisconsin 


When answering advertisements, please mention ‘The Old Curtosily Shop.’ 


San Diego California: 


C. R. Orcutt’s Advertising Page. 


(as. Russell Oreutt 


Life Member of the San Diego Society of Natural 
History. 


Corresponding Member of the Agassiz Association and 
of the Davenvort Academy of Sciences. 


EDITOR AND PROPRIKTOR OF 
The Young Men's Journal, 


The West American Scientist, 


The San Diego Magazine. | 


Office, 961 Fourth Street, near D, 


ON PLAZA, 


P. O, Drawer 1528. Cable address, “Orcutt, San 
Diego, California, 


importer, Grower and Collector of 


Fruit and Ornamental Trees, 


AND SHRUBS, 
Seeds, Bulbs and Plants, 


Living Ferns and Cactuses a Specialty. 


Fine collections and cabinet specimens of ' Minerals, 
Fossils, Shells and Curiosities. 


Mines in any part of Southern or Lower California 
will be examined on reasonable terms. 


Valuable Mining Interests for sale, 


Rich Farming and Fruit Lands free. 


Join our pro- 
posed Colony. 


Books, old and new, and all American and Foreign 
Magazines and Papers, can be obtained through 
my Book and Subscription News Agency depart- 
ment. Books always wanted in exchange; also, 
magazines and paper, old and new. 


Advertising judiciously placed through the San Diego 
Advertising Bureau. 


The Leading Publishing House in Southern Califor- 
nia. Prepared to contract. to publi-h or print any 
boox, paper, magazine or periodical desired. 


REFERS BY PERMISSION TO 


The Consolidated National Bank of San Diego. 


Special Agents in San Francisco, Chicago and New 
York, Italy and Germany. 


London Agent: W. P. Collins, 157 Great Portland St. 


Paris Agent: E. Delaporte, Chemin des Angles, Fon- 
tenay sur Bois, 


Minerals ! Minerals! Minerals 
bevstals ! Crystals! Grystais ! 


AD MODERATE PRICES. 


Fine Foreign Minerals. { 
Rare American Gems, “ 
Fluerites in all Colors, 
Calcite in, all Forms, 


BYSSOLITE, BLENDE, BERYL, BRUCITE 


CELALIICOP Z fel oe 


In Blue, Green, ked, Pink, Yellow, Indescent 
and Frosted Crystals. 


Iron Pyrites of all forms, in Single Crystals 
or in the Gangnem. 


Polished Cubes of Serpentin® dark green 
containing Chromic Iron. 


Witherite, Williamsite, Margarite, Wavel- 
lite, Magnuetite, Hematite, Moonstone, 
Heulandite, Moss Agate, Harmotone 
Mimetite, Clinochlore, Chester. 
lite, Cerusite, Corundum. 


Mineral Specimens sent by mail and by freight upon 
e:aminationand selection. You can select what 
you wish and return the rest. I havea 


LARGE STOCK of FOREISN MINERALS 


And Can furnish Choice Specimens. 


we Correspondence Solicited. 


Cc. R. ORCUTT, 
San Diego, Calif. 


The - West- American - Scientist, 


An Illustrated Monthly Nagazine of 
Popular Science, 
Decidedly the Best of its Class! 
Sample mailed for 10 cents, $1.00 A YEAR. 


THE WEST AMERICAN SCIENTIST, 
San Diego, California. 


WEST. COAST SHELLS 


By Pror. Jostau Kzep. Beautifnlly illustrated’ with 
Key, Biographical Index, Glossary Check List, etc. 
230 pages, handsomely bound in cloth; nearly 200 
illustrations. : The front plece is a hand-painted-en- 
graving of the rare and beautiful Surcula Capenter- 
jana. Price $1.75. C.R. ORCUTT, San Diego, Cal. 


FLORA OF SOUTHERN AND LOWER CALIFOR- 
NIA. A Check List of the flowering plants, ferns, 
lichens and marine alge. By C. R. Orourr. 


25 cents. 
Climate, Topographpy, Productions, 


SAN DIEG y Etc. By DovueLass Gunn, 78 pp., 


with Map, 25 cents. 


Notes on Mollusks 


Lower California. 
by Dr, W. H. Dat. 


Price, 


of the vicinity of San Diego, 

Cal., and Todos Santos Bay, 

By C. R. ORoutT, with comments 
With plate. Price, 25 cents. 


C. R. ORCUTT, San Diego, Cal. 


a a TN © | OY Lae anne vee Ni bis b MAbs Mkynichae eA 
Space for sale on this page by C. R. Orcutt, 961 Fourth St. 


